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I—BOARD OF TRADE NOTICES. 


STATE OF THE SKILLED LABOUR MARKET IN SEPTEMBER. 


The following memorandum has been prepared by the Labour 
Department of the Board of Trade for the “ Board of Trade 
Journal,” and also (with additions) for the “Labour Gazette.” 

It is based on 2,337 returns, viz.: 1,632 from employers, 542 
from trade unions, and 163 from other sources :— 

Employment in September remained generally good, most of 
the important industries continuing to be well employed. 

_ In the 117 trade ynions making returns, with an aggregate 
membership of 467,075, 12,027 (or 2°6 per cent.) were reported as 
unemployed at the end of September, compared with 2°8 per cent. 
in’ August, and with 4°4 per cent. in the 113 unions, with a 
membership of 462,292, from which returns were received for 
September, 1897. 

in Various Industries—Ooal-mining—In South 
Wales and Monmouth work was generally resumed at the associated i 
pits during September. In other districts pits employing 370,424 
workpeople worked on an average 5°37 days per week in the four 
weeks ended September 24th, as compared with 5°19 days per week 
in August, and 5:21 days per week in September, 1897. 

Iron-mining.—Employment in this industry continued good. 
‘At 137 mines and openworks employing 17,238 workpeople, an 
average of 5°82 days per week was worked in the four weeks 
ended September 24th, as compared with 5°78 days in August and 
5°79 days in September, 1897. 

Pig Iron Industry.—Returns relating to the works of 109 iron- 
masters show that they had 352 furnaces in blast at the end of 
September, as compared with 340 at the end of August and 346 a 
year ago, The number employed was 23,079, an increase in the 
month of 626 and in the twelve months of 889. In Glamorgan 
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and Monmouth (where employment had been seriously affected by 
the South Wales coal dispute) 8 furnaces have been relit during 
the month. 

Employment in the Iron and Steel trades was better at the 
end of September than at the end of August, and also better than 
a year ago. At the works of 209 employers making returns 
80,572 workpeople were employed in the last week of September, 
as compared with 77,826 in the last week of August and 79,017 
a year ago. The average number of shifts worked in the last 
week of the month was 5°53 in September, 1898, 5°46 in August, 
1898, and 5°55 in September, 1897. 

Tinplate Trade-—Employment in this industry at the end of 
September was better than at the end of the previous month, but 
is still not so good as a year ago. The number of mills in 
operation was 286, giving employment to 14,664 workpeople, as 
compared with 270 mills employing 14,428 workpeople at the end 
of August, and 283 mills employing 15,020 workpeople at the end 
of September, 1897. 

Employment in the Engineering and Metal trades has continued 
to improve, though some of the latter trades are scarcely so busy. 
The percentage of unemployed union members in this group of 
trades at the end of September was 2°6, compared with 3-0 in 
August.* 

mployment in the Shipbuilding trades was much the same in 
September as in August, but considerably better than a year ago. 
The percentage of unemployed union members at the end of 
September was 4-1, compared with 4-2 in August.* 

Employment in the Building trades has continued brisk. The 
percentage of unemployed union members at the end of September 
was the same as in August, viz., 0°9, compared with 1:4 per cent. 
in September, 1897. ; 

The Furnishing trades, though on the whole still well employed, 
continue to show a slight falling off in some branches. The 
percentage of unemployed union members at the end of September 
_ was 1°9, as in August, compared with 1-4 per cent. at the end of 
September last year. 

Employment in the Printing and Bookbinding trades remains 
steady on the whole. Owing to seasonal causes the former has 
fallen off to some extent, and the latter has improved. The per- 
centage of unemployed union members at the end of September 
was 4°6, as in August. The percentage for September, 1897, 
was 5°4. 

In the Paper trade employment has improved, the percentage of 
unemployed union members at the end of September being 3°6, 
compared with 53 in August and 3°7 per cent. in September, 
1897. 

In the Glass trade the percentage of unemployed union 


.-* Owing to the dispute which existed in the Engineering trade, no comparison is 
made with September, 1897, 
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members at the end of September was 10:1, compared with 9:4 in 
August, and 7°9 per cent. at the end of September last year. 

Employment in the Leather trades is not so good, the percentage 
of unemployed union members having risen from 4°2 at the end 
of August to 5:4 at the end of September. ‘The percentage for 
September, 1897, was 3°9. 

Employment in the bespoke: branch of the Boot and Shoe trade 
is generally bad. In the ready-made branch it is good in Leeds, 
and has improved in the Bristol district, but is bad at most of the 
other centres. 

Employment continues dull in the bespoke branch of the 
Tailoring trade; in the ready-made branch it has improved 
slightly, but is still only moderate. 

In the Spinning branch of the Cotton trade employment is 
generally good ; in the Weaving branch it shows a slight decline. 

Employment in the Worsted trade continues only moderate; in 
the Woollen trade it is fair with a further improvement in some 
centres. In the Hosiery trade it continues quiet, but has on the 
whole improved. 

As regards the employment of women in the Textile trades, 
information respecting 537 mills employing 86,900 women and 
girls, shows that 77 per cent, were in mills giving full employment 
during the month, compared with 79 per cent. in August and 62 
per cent. in September, 1897. 

Trade Disputes.—Tifty-two fresh disputes occurred in Sep- 
tember, 1898, involving 7,644 workpeople. The corresponding 
number of disputes for August was 44, involving 4,330 workpeople ; 
and for September, 1897, 42 disputes, involving 9,027 workpeople. 
Seven disputes took place in the building trades, 12 in mining 
and quarrying, 15 in metal, engineering and shipbuilding trades, 
11 in the textile trades, 3 in clothing trades, and 4 in other 
industries. Of the 64 new and old disputes, involving 11,714 
workpeople, of which the settlement is reported, 17, involving 
821 persons were settled in favour of the workpeople ; 22, involvin 
5,857 persons, in favour of the employers ; and 25, involving 5,036 
persons, resulted in a compromise. 

Changes in Rates of Wages.—Changes in the rates of wages of 
about 364,900 workpeople were reported during September, of which 
number 364,700 received advances, and 200 sustained decreases. 
The net result was an increase estimated at about 7d. per head in 
the weekly wages of those affected. The increases were mainly in 
the mining industry (347,652), engineering and shipbuilding 
(10,869), and iron and steel manufacture (3,280). Changes 
affecting 900 workpeople were preceded by disputes causing stop- 
page of work. Changes affecting about 1,200 workpeople were 
settled by arbitration and conciliation without strikes and about 
14,200 under sliding scales and wages boards. The other changes, 
affecting about 848,600 workpeople, were arranged by direet 
negotiation between employers and workpeople or their repre- 
sentatives. 
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OFFICIAL INQUIRIES UNDER THE BoILers Expiosions Act. 


A formal ‘investigation was held at Bantry, Co. Cork, on the 
22nd, 23rd, and 24th September last, into the circumstances 
attending the explosion of a boiler on board the steam trawler 
“‘Waterwitch ” on the 16th August last, whereby loss of life ensued. 

The Court found that on the 16th August the boiler was not in 
good working order, and that it was unsafe to work it at any 
pressure. They did not consider that the engineer had the know- 
ledge and experience necessary to enable him to examine the boiler 
or to determine its safe working pressure, and they were of opinion 
that it was an error of judgment on the part of the owner to have 
placed him in sole charge of it. 

The Court found that the explosion was due to the Field tubes 
having become weakened by corrosion and ordinary wear and tear. 

They were of opinion that blame attached either to the owner or 
to the engineer, but owing to conflicting evidence they were unable 
to say to which of them. The latter was severely censured, and no 
order was made as to costs. 


Custom House REGULATIONS. 
Appointment by Master of responsible officer to make report. 


By section 2 (1) of the Revenue Act, 1898, it is provided that, 
under regulations to be issued by the Board, it will no longer be 
necessary to require the master of a ship arriving in the United 
Kingdom to make the prescribed report. 

Regulations as follows have accordingly been approved by the 
Board, and fhey are now issued for the further information and 
for the guidance of officers and others concerned, viz. :— 

1. The master shall duly fill up a form entitled, ‘“‘ Appointment 
by Master of Responsible Officer to make Report,” and the officer 
so appointed shall deliver such appointment attached to the report. 
This form will bear the No. 4, and will become a “Sale” form 
under General Order 32/1896. 

2. The officer of the ship who may be delegated by the master 
shall be the senior available mate, or failing a mate, the next 
senior officer in succession. 

_ 8. Such -officer shall give such proof that he is the person 
named in the appointment, that he is qualified to be appointed, 
and that the signature is that of the master, as the collector or 
other proper officer of customs shall require. 

4. The officer so appointed shall, with respect to the report, and 
the answering any questions, and making any declaration or 
statement required by any enactment, be deemed to be the 
master, and shall in the case of default be subject to the penalties 
im 


5. If the collector or other proper officer of customs considers 
the report, or any answer, declaration, or statement to be defective 
or unsatisfactory, he may, in writing, require the master to make 


Oct. 1898.] BOARD OF TRADE NOTICES. 381 


the report; and in such a case the master shall make the report 
in like manner as if this section had not been enacted and these 
regulations not made, 

6. Any questions of the acceptance of a general authority by 
the master of a particular ship in favour of a particular officer 
of the same ship will be considered on application to the Board. 


OPENING FoR SALE OF AGRICULTURAL MACHINERY IN POLAND. 


According to a report received at the Foreign Office from H.M. 
Consul-General at Warsaw, the following statement has appeared 
in the Warsaw press :—‘ In view of the chronic want of labourers 
several owners of beetroot farms near Lublin have decided to 
introduce the use of machines, such as are used in Silesia, for 
planting and drawing the beet, during the course of next year. A 
technical instructor has already been sent from Silesia to show how 
to carry out this innovation on one farm.” 

Perhaps British firms might be able to supply the necessary 
machines. 


OPENING FOR BRITISH CAPITAL AT OSTEND. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, a 
communication from the British Vice-Consul at Ostend suggesting 
that as the “Ostend extensions” (formerly known as Colonel 
North’s scheme) are now being pushed forward, and that a gigantic 
hotel and residential buildings are in course of construction, there 
may be an opportunity for British firms engaged in building, 
electric lighting, furnishing, and kindred trades. 

Sewerage and water supply will probably be taken in hand on a 
large scale, and may offer opportunities for securing profitable 
business to British firms. 

Rapid progress is also being made with the new harbour works 
at Ostend, the long spell of hot and dry weather having greatly 
facilitated the draining of the marshy ground and the excavation 
of the new docks. 


New Customs TARIFF OF JAPAN. 


With reference to the notification on page 322 of the last issue 
of the Journal respecting the new customs tariff of Japan, which 
comes into operation on January Ist next, the Board of Trade 
propose to publish a full statement of the duties to which all articles 
imported into that country will be subjected under the tariff in 
question. This statement will appear in a forthcoming number of 
the “ Board of Trade Journal.” 


SEMAPHORE ON ISLAND. 


A despatch, dated 5th August last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Minister at Montevideo, reporting that a 
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semaphore service has been established on Flores Island which 
should prove useful to vessels arriving in Uruguayan waters. 


TENDERS FOR THE WORKING OF MunIcIPAL TRAMWAYS IN WaRSAW. 


The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received a despatch 
from Her Majesty’s Consul-General at Warsaw, stating that the 
Municipal Council of that city invite tenders for the exploitation 
of the tramways of Warsaw under municipal control. Horse trac- 
tion is at present in use, but it is intended to introduce electricity 
as soon as possible. 

Information as to the conditions can be obtained from the 
Magistrat de la Ville de Varsovie, Varsovie, Russia. 


FoR SALE. 


Tenders will be received until 12 o’clock noon on Friday the 
21st October, 1898, for the purchase of the following ships as they 
lie :-— 

Where lying. Tonnage 
B.M. 
Old battleship, 8rd rate... Devonport 
. Armour-plated broadside Portsmouth 


frigate. 
brig, late 10-gun Portsmouth 


Torpedo boat, No. 98.. Portsmouth 


Watch vessel, No. 22.. Colemouth Creek, 
edway. 


Yard craft, No. 6 ...... 
Watch vessei, No, 12.. 


Yard craft, No. 52 ... 
Steam pinnace, No.122 Pembroke Dock.. 
(Displacement) 
Forms of tender, containing conditions of contract and all par- 
ticulars, may be obtained on personal application, or by letter 
addressed Director of Navy Contracts, Admiralty, Whitehall, S.W. 


T. Gwyn, 
Director of Navy Contracts, Admiralty, S.W. 


TENDERS FOR SLEEPER-PLATES FOR NORWEGIAN STATE 
RalLways. 


The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received a despatch 
from Her Majesty’s Consul-General at Christiania, stating that 
tenders are invited by the Norwegian Staté Railways Adminis- 
tration for the delivery of 375,800 railway sleeper-plates. 

Tenders in sealed envelopes, marked “ Underlagsplader,” should 
be addressed to “Jernbanestyrelsens Expeditionskontor, Stats- 
banerne, Christiania,” and they should reach that address a 7 p.m. 
on the 19th October. 


582 
.... 18 
Po Mooring lighter ............ Sheerness ......... 168 
Mortar vessel ............... Yantlett Creek, 167 
R. Thames. 
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. A copy of the conditions of contract may be examined at the 
Commercial Department of the Foreign Office, any day between 
the hours of 11 a.m. and 6 p.m. 


INSPECTORS OF WEIGHTS AND MEASURES. 


The following Inspectors of Weights and Measures have, during 
the month of August, 1898, passed the examination provided for 
in the 11th section of the Weights and Measures Act, 1889 :—- 
James Allis, Joseph Booth, Francis J. Cahill, Michael Cahill, 
Richard Dancy, Joseph De Vere, John Donaghue, Patrick Drugan, 
Edmond Fitzpatrick, Thomas Flanagan, John Giff, Isaac Gilleland, 
Edward, Kearny, John Kelly, Richard Lowry, Patrick Magorry, 
Bartholomew McCann, William J. McCausland, John McCormick, 
Peter McEvoy, Timothy McGovern, John McLaughlin, John 
McMackin, James Murray, Thomas O’Halloran, William J. 
Patterson, Patrick Plower, Thomas Rafferty, Thomas Ruddock, 
James Sugrue, James Young, all of the Royal Irish Constabulary, 
Ireland. 


Imports oF Pic Iron aND UNWROUGHT STEEL INTO THE UNITED 
KINGDOM FROM THE UNITED STaTEs. 

According to a return received by the Board of Trade from the 

Secretary of Her Majesty’s Customs, the amount of pig iron and 

unwrought steel registered as imported into the United Kingdom 


from the United States of America during each month—January- 
September, 1898, inclusive, was as follows :— 


Pig Iron. Unwrought Steel. 


Quantity.; Value. | Quantity.|} Value. 


Tons. £ Tons. 

8,871 19,216 374 3,918 
7,464 16,657 1,776 11,959 
5,156 10,951 2,772 12,369 
5,094 11,116 3,013 13,099 
1,447 3,322 2,572 12,583 
2,249 5,169 2,325 11,248 
3,443 7,707 2,842 14,046 
1,199 8,361 8,396 19,434 
8,402 11,406 2,443 14,531 


Twelve months ended Dec. Bist, 1897} 91,196 | 209,275 25,927 128,892 


ICELANDIC FISHERIES. 


Tn accordance with the intimation made last year by the Danish 
Government, they proposed to the Althing (Legislative Assembly), 
at its meeting last summer, certain amendments of the Icelandic 


1898, 
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law of 1894 with respect to trawling. The Althing, having con- 
sidered the proposed amendments, passed a Bill superseding that 
law and introducing modified provisions on the subject. These 
could not, however, become operative as an Act of the Althing until 
the assent of the King of Denmark had been formally signified. 
The royal assent has been obtained, a translation of the new law as 
now in force being appended. It will be seen that the measure 
substantially relaxes the stringency of the former enactment, which 
had been the subject of complaint by British trawlers, and is in 
fact more favourable to their interests than. the proposals of the 
Danish Government which led to the passing of the new Act, 

Refore advising His Majesty to assent to the new law coming 
into force, the Danish Government had been in communication 
with Her Majesty’s Government, who offered, under certain re- 
servations, to enter into a Convention for the police of the fisheries 
off Iceland in terms generally similar to those of the North Sea 
Fisheries Convention, and the treaty arrangements subsidiary 
thereto. The proposed Convention would contain a provision 
securing freedom of navigation and anchorage for British boats 
in territorial waters, and a provision restoring to them the ordinary 
international privileges of resort to Icelandic ports, which still 
remain in some degree impaired even by the provisions of the 
new Icelandic Act. ; 

On the other hand, the proposed convention would contain 
provisions conceding to Iceland during its continuance, and only. 
for its purposes, exclusive fishery limits of three miles, such as 
are reserved to the several signatory powers by the North Sea 
Convention, and also for a special distance of eight miles seaward 
of Reykjavik, inclusive of such three miles. 

The negotiation of the Convention must, however, take some 
time, as the Althing does not meet again before the summer of 
next year. In the meantime, therefore, the Danish Government, 
consented to advise the King to give the royal assent to the new 
Icelandic law, and thus to bring it into immediate operation with- 
out waiting for the actual adoption of the Convention; and in 
return for this concession they have asked that British trawlers 
will in the meantime refrain from working within the ordinary 
territorial limits of 3 miles, and the extended limits of 8 miles 
from Reykjavik, which would be conceded to Iceland under the 
contemplated arrangement. This, in the opinion of the Board of 
Trade, is a reasonable request, in view of the more favourable 
provisions of the new Icelandic Act thus brought into force, and 
they trust that it will commend itself to British fishermen. 

The limits thus proposed for observance by British trawlers are:— 

(a) As regards the whole extent of the coasts generally and 
the coasts of the dependent islands and banks, a 
distance of 3 sea miles from low water mark. 
(b) As regards bays, a distance of 3 such miles measured 
from a straight line drawn across the bay in the part 
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nearest the entrance at the first point where the width 
does not exceed 10 such miles. 
(c) A distance of 8 such miles from Reykjavik. 

The careful observance of these limits would materially assist 
Her Majesty’s Government in the further negotiations for the satis- 
factory settlement of questions affecting the fisheries off Iceland, 
and the Board of Trade appeal to British fishermen to second their 
efforts by loyally respecting the above arrangement. 

CourRTENAY BoyLe, 

September, 1898. Secretary to the Board of Trade. 


Law respecting the Prohibition of Fishing with Trauls. 


Article‘1.—Fishing by means of trawls is prohibited within the 
territorial waters of Iceland. 

Article 2.-—Breaches of Article 1 are punished by fines of 1,000 
to 4,000 kroner, which go to the Icelandic Treasury, and all the 
fishing gear, including the drag-ropes, and all the catch on board 
shall be forfeited, and the proceeds thereof shall go to the Treasury. 
The ship may be seized and sold, after legal execution, to cover 
the fine and expenses. 

Article 8.—If a fishing vessel is found within territorial waters 
with a trawl on board, although not engaged in fishing, it renders 
itself liable to a fine of from 200 to 2,000 kroner to the Treasury ; 
should the same vessel be found a second time in territorial waters 
with such gear on board, it will be treated according to Article 2. 
These penalties shall not, however, be enforced in the following 
cases :— 

1. When vessels are in distress, in which are included 
vessels seeking harbour on account of want of pro- 
visions or eoal. 

2. When vessels are on their way to the fishing grounds, 
or from one fishing ground to another through the 
passage between the Westmann Isles and the coast of 
Iceland, or between Reykjanes and the Fuglasker 
Rocks, although within territorial limits, provided they 
do not stop. 

3. When vessels are considered to have entered territorial 
waters unintentionally or in ignorance, owing to 
currents, or weather, or fog obscuring the land. 

When ships seek the land to obtain provisions or coal, or 
pursue the course described in (2) aforesaid, the above exceptions 
are only allowed if all the fishing gear is stowed away on board 
while the ship is in territorial waters. 

Home-owned (Icelandic or Danish) trawlers are at likerty to 
seek the land in order to discharge their fish, and to procure water 
and other necessaries under all circumstances, but their fishing 
gear must then also be stowed away. 

Article 4.—Cases which arise out of this law shall be treated as 
public police cases. 

Article 5.—Laws No. 13 of the 9th of August, 1889, and No, 24 
of the 10th November, 1894, are repealed, ~ 
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TraDE oF THE Unirep Kinopom wits Spain, Unrrep Srares, 
Spanish West INDIES, AND PHILIPPINE ISLANDS. 


The following table, based on returns furnished by the Custom 
House, shows the value of the trade of the United Kingdom with 
Spain, United States, Spanish West Indies, and Philippine Islands 
- pe month of September, 1898, as compared with September, 

897 :-— 


Exports from the United King- 

Imports into the | dom of British and Irish, and 
United Kingdom. | Foreign and Colonial Produce 
From and to and Manufactures. 


Sept.,'1898./Sept., 1897.) Sept., 1898. Sept., 1897. 


£ £ £ 

Spain... | 888,404 | 1,083,631 264,586 
United States ... ... | 7,131,068 1,748,045 
nish West Indies... 70 177,889 
Philippine Islands ... | 109,169 33,778 


SUPPRESSION OF SPANISH Export DUTIEs. 

A telegram, dated 6th October last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Sir H. Drummond Wolff, H.M. Ambassador at 
Madrid, stating that a decree was to be published in the “‘ Gazette ” 
of 7th October, announcing that the Government had suppressed 
the export duties. 


TENDERS FOR Pusiic BuILDINGS IN Warsaw. 


The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received a despatch 
from Her Majesty’s Consul at Warsaw, stating that the municipality 
of the town of Warsaw have decided to construct market halls at a 
cost not exceeding 1,092,390 roubles (about 100,000/.). 

Tenders for the construction should be addressed to the President 
of the town of Warsaw. Details of the buildings, which must be 
according to plans and estimates already approved by the munici- 
pality, can be seen daily in the Administrative Department of the 
Town Hall of that city. 


AWARDS FOR GALLANTRY. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Consul-General 
for Sweden and Norway, silver medals of the second class and 
diplomas for Patrick Dwyer and James Lewis Sewell, coastguard 
commissioned boatmen, and Charles Tregoning Brown, coastguard 
boatman at Sandlemere, which have been awarded to them by the 
Norwegian Government in recognition of their services to the 
shipwrecked crew of the Norwegian brig “Oscar,” of Fredrikstad, 
which stranded at Garton Gap on the 27th March last. 
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II.—FOREIGN TRADE OF THE UNITED KINGDOM.* 


The Trade returns for the month of September, 1898, show an 
increase, as compared with the corresponding month of 1897, in 
the value both of the imports from foreign countries and British 
possessions, and in the exports of British and Irish produce and 
manufacture, but in the exports of foreign and colonial merchandise 
there is a decrease. 


The imports for September, 1898, were valued at 35,605,2811., 
showing an increase of 425,648/., as compared with September, 
1897, or 1:2 per cent. The exports of British and Irish produce 
and manufactures amounted in value to 19,945,085/., an increase 
of 1,639,8101., or 8°9 per cent., and the exports of foreign and 
colonial merchandise were valued at 3,706,2891., showing a 
decrease of 272,7831., or 6°9 per cent. as compared with 
September, 1897. 


Imports.—The following table shows the value of the imports for 
September, 1898, as compared with September, 1897, according to 
the different categories of merchandise :— 


Month ended Sept. 30. 
Increase. | Decrease. 
1897. 1898. 
£ £ 
Food, drink and tobacco .--|16,504,272 |16,001,468 — 502,804 
Metals ... axe 1,651,108 | 1,568,331 82,777 
Chemicals, dye stuffs and tanning) 
substances ... 2 347,745 317,426 30,319 
Oils ae 705,731 813,115 107,384 
Raw materials for manufactures ...| 7,461,704 | 8,323,785 862,081 — 
Manufactured and miscellaneous 
articles ...| 8,509,073 | 8,581,156 72,083 | 
Total ... £/35,179,633 |35,605,281 425,648 _ 


With regard to the imports of articles of food, &c., wheat 
although 15:1 per cent. more in quantity is below last year in value 
by 9°1 per cent., but the value of wheat meal and flour and barley 
has slightly increased in September, 1898, as compared with 
September, 1897; but all other kinds of corn and meal show 
decreases. The imports of butter and cheese have decreased 
187,780/. and 155,596J. respectively, and margarine also shows a 
falling off... Sugar, refined and unrefined, has decreased 149,1271. 
Amongst dutiable articles of food and drink, raw cocoa shows an 


* See also pp. 482 and 483. 
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increase both in quantity and value, but prepared cocoa is less; 
wine shows an increase of 159,336 gallons, with an increase in the 
value of 60,5271., while the imports of currants were 149,218/. more 
in value than in September, 1897. Foreign spirits were less in 
quantity and, with the exception of rum in value also. Tea 
increased in quantity. 


In the imports of raw materials for textile manufactures, cotton, 
jute, silk, and wool were all more in quantity and value, wool 
showing an increase of 403,6271., raw cotton of 221,9221., and raw 
silk of 47,5791. Flax and hemp both show decreases. Amongst 
raw materials for sundry industries, caoutchouc has increased 
228,892I,, and sawn or split wood and timber 227,569/. It may be 
noted that the decreased value in the imports of manufactured 
articles is principally due to decrease in the value of the imports 
of silk manufactures of all kinds and of woollen manufactures to 
the extent respectively of 150,076/. and 127,266. 


Exports—As regards the exports for the month, the following 
table shows the values for September, 1897, and September, 1898, 
and the increase or decrease in each principal category :— 


Month ended Sep. 30. 
Increase. 


1897. 1898. 


£ 
Animals, living 107,056 80,970 
Articles of food and drink ... -»-| 1,134,554 | 1,293,639 |. 159,085 
Raw materials... sab ene ---| 1,607,180 | 2,180,796 573,616 
Articles manufactured and partly 
manufactured, viz. :— 
Yarns and textile fabrics «| 7,158,310 | 7,668,346 | 510,036 
Metals and articles manufac- 
tured therefrom (except ma- 
chinery) 2,825,884 | 2,567,238 258,646 
Machinery and millwork «| 1,206,986 | 1,638,236 431,250 — 
Miscellaneous ... 4,265,305 | 4,515,860 | 250,555 


Total £)18,305,275 |19,945,085 | 1,639,810 


Under the articles of food and drink there is a large increase in 
the value of the exports of herrings, the amount being 214,763 
barrels, and the value 140,701/. more than in September, 1897. 
Coal, coke, and fuel show an increase of 478,639/., and machinery 
of 431,2501., of which latter sum 123,3271. represents the increase in 
the exports of steam engines. 


The exports of cotton piece goods in September, 1898, shows a 
considerable increase as compared with the corresponding month of 
1897, though there is still a decrease as compared with 1896, and 
the following table may be interesting as showing the chief destina- 
tions of the exports of this article, comparing the months of 
September in 1896, 1897, and 1898 :— 
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Exports of Cotton Piece Goods from the United Kingdom. 


; Month ended September 30th. 
To 


1896, 1897. 1898. 


£ £ £ 


Egypt... 123,587 118,924 118,908 
Dutch East Indies ie on ind 100,659 109,455 126,445 
China (including Hong Kong) saa 460,410 301,264 353,628 
Brazil ose 194,986 | 133,530 158,555 
Argentina 127,367 | 55,340 123,333 
British East Indies... 1,511,453 1,187,457 1 413,819 
Australasia 159,856 146,889 144,521 


Allother Countries 1,285,084 | 1,080,491 1,093,070 


Total .. ove 4,319,179 3,491,592 3,893,223 


The exports of iron, unwrought and wrought, have decreased 
248,031/., but arms, ammunition, and military stores show an 
increase of 140,9611. 

With regard to the trade for the nine months ending September 
30th, 1898, as compared with the corresponding period of 1897, 
the imports of animals living show a decrease of 740,3751. ; tobacco 
dutiable of 241,1011., chemicals, dye stuffs, and tanning substances 
of 505,9371., and raw materials for sundry industries and manu- 
factures of 412,029/. On the other hand, comparing the same two 
periods, the imports of articles of food and drink, duty free, have 
increased 12,940,9831., articles of food and drink, dutiable, 
331,9291., metals 238,8151., oils 653,082/., raw materials for textile 
manufactures 681,908/., manufactured articles 1,084,4401., miscel- 
laneous articles 595,8231., and parcels post 274,944. 

With regard to the exports of British and Irish produce and 
manufactures for the two periods of nine months—animals, living, 
show a decrease of 6,2011., yarn and textile fabrics 2,738,669J., 
metals and articles manufactured therefrom (except machinery) 
960,5531., apparel and articles of personal use 266,6141., and 
chemicals and chemical and medicinal preparations 183,322/. On 
the other hand, articles of food and drink show an increase of 
117,0411., raw materials 21,618/., machinery and mill work 
504,7791., other articles, either manufactured or partly manu- 
factured 229,6361., and parcel post 20,2671. The exports of foreign 
and colonial merchandise decreased in value 555,594. for the 
period of nine months ended September 30th, 1898, as compared 
with 1897. 
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II.—THE TRADE OF EAST AFRICA. 
(With Map.) 


The outlets for trade on the East African Coast, exclusive of 
those-of Cape Colony or Natal, and with the exception of Zanzibar 
and Lourengo Marques (Delagoa Bay), are not as fully developed as 
those on the Western Coast (for an account of, which see “ Board 
of Trade Journal” for last month, pp. 264-270), and the principal 
ports on the Eastern Coast through which trade is carried to and 
from the interior of the continent, from Egyptian Suakin in the 
north to Portuguese Lourengo Marques in the south, may be 
enumerated as follows :— 


Suakin in Egypt. 

Massowah in the Italian colony of Erythrea, 

Djiboutil, Obock, and Tajourah in French Somaliland. 

Zeila and Berbera in British Somaliland. 

Mogadoxo, &c. (El Benadir ports) on the Italian Somali coast. 

Kisimayu, Port Durnford, Lamu, Malindi, Mombasa, and 
Vanga in the British East African Protectorate. 

Tanga, Pangani, Bagamayo, and Dar-es-Salam in German 
East Africa. 

Pemba and Zanzibar on the islands of the same names. 

Ibo, Mozambique, Quilimane, Chinde, Beira, Sofala, Inham- 
bane, and Lourengo Marques (Delagoa Bay), in Portuguese 
East Africa. 


In the above list Zanzibar, Mozambique, and Lourengo Marques 
are far ahead in commercial importance of all the rest. Mombasa, 
however, is in process of development and will make rapid strides 
after the completion and opening of the Uganda Railway, and the 
prosperity of Suakin will probably also be materially enhanced 
when the line to Berber is completed and trade once more resumed 
with the naturally rich Soudan provinces. 

Suakin.—The trade of this port in 1897 showed a material 
improvement as compared with 1896 with regard to the value of 
the exports, though, on the other hand, a decrease is observable in 
the value of the imports, which for 1897 amounted to 90,845]. as 
compared with 110,162/. in 1896. The exports for 1897 were 
valued at 66,154I., as against 53,398]. in 1896. Further informa- 
tion, more especially with regard to the recent revival of trade in 
the Soudan will be found on pp. 533-534 of the “ Board of Trade 
Journal” for May last. In addition to the projected railway across 
the desert to Berber on the Nile the recent dispersion of the 
Khalifa’s hordes at Omdurman will, doubtless, also tend to the 
rapid development of the commercial importance of Suakin as an 
outlet for the produce of the districts of the Upper Nile. 

Massowah.—lIt is stated in the annual volume of Italian trade 
statistics (Movimento Commerciale del Reqno d'Italia) for 1896, in 
an introductory note to the figures for Erythrea, that the trade 
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of Massowah is almost entirely a transit trade, with the excep- 
tion of a small part imported for the consumption of the colony 
itself. Thus, goods coming from the: interior of the African 
continent are exported to India, Europe, or the Red Sea ports, and 
those imported into Massowah by sea are re-exported into the 
interior of the continent. There being no industries nor produc- 
tion, so to speak, of merchandise at Massowah itself, the export 
trade of the place consists almost entirely of merchandise imported 
in transit. The ultimate destination of this merchandise being 
unknown, the figures for Massowah in the Italian trade volume 
are limited to the imports through the customs at the port, 
whether by sea or by land, without taking account as to whether 
they are for re-export or for the consumption of the colony itself. 
The following table shows the value of the imports into 
Massowah for the year 1896, the latest year for which figures are 
available, as compared with 1895 :— 


Imports into Massowah. 


* Countries of origin. 


1895, 


1896. 


Dutiable articles :— 
From Europe... 


” 
” 
” 
” 


Asiatic Turkey” 
Aden ... 
Egypt .. 

Interior ‘of Africa 


Other Italian Possessions ¢ on the 
Red Sea... 


26,920 
35,760 
186,700 
21,100 
27,650 


8,300 


£ 
74,780 
109,680 
246,540 
24,600 
18,190 


10,000 


Articles free of duty :— 
From Italy 


187,430 
»  Assab and other Italian possessions 


72,980 
15,670 


Total ... ons oes £379,410 £686,890 


+ 307,480 
= 44°7 per cent. 


Increase in 1896... 


Somaliland.—The trade of Djiboutil, Obock, and Tajourah in 
French Somaliland, though perhaps capable of extension, is un- 
important, and no statistics are available. With the construction 
of the railway to Harrar a certain amount of commercial develop- 
ment may take place (see “ Board of Trade Journal” for last month, 
pp. 281-2). 

Zeila, Berbera, and Bulhar, the ports of British Somaliland, are 
not of much importance commercially, the principal export trade 
(in hides, gums, and live stock) being carried on with Aden, 
Abyssinia, and the Arabian coast. In 1893-94 the total value of 
the trade was 721,2661., as compared with 705,875/. in 1892-93 
as may be noted that in the last consular report for these places, 
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which only deals with the year 1893-94, a decrease in the waras, 
civet, and gold ingot trade (all Abyssinian products) was attributed 
to the competition of the neighbouring French port of Djiboutil. 

No complete figures are published as to the trade of Mogadoxo. 
and other places known as the El Benadir ports in Italian Somali- 
land. It is chiefly carried on along the coast with British East 
Africa and Zanzibar. The total trade of these places with Italy, 
however, is reported as having been about 110,000/. during the year 
1896-97 (see “ Board of Trade Journal” September, 1898, p. 333), 
and the trade with Zanzibar (imports and exports) was valued at 
85,4001. in 1897, as against 74,000/. in 1896. 

British East Africa.—The ports of this protectorate, of which 
Mombasa and Kisimayu are the chief, are also mostly concerned in 
trade with Zanzibar, which takes most of the merchandise thence 
in transit for India, Aden, and other places. (For more detailed 
information concerning these ports, see the “Board of Trade 
Journal” for February, 1898, pp. 183-87, where a summary will 
be found of the latest report to the Foreign Office by Sir A. 
Hardinge, on the condition and progress of the East African 
Protectorate from its establishment to the 20th July, 1897.) 

German East Africa.—The trade of the German colonies in East 
Africa is carried on chiefly through the ports of Pangani, Bagamoyo, 
Tanga and Dar-es-Salam ; at the latter place a new landing stage 
has been made which renders it possible to land at all states of the 
tide, and a railway is also in course of construction for the con- 
veyance of merchandise from the interior. A recently issued 
Foreign Office Report, by Mr. Spring Rice, Second Secretary to 
H.M. Embassy at Berlin (Miscellaneous Series, 474), states that 
nearly half of the goods imported into German East Africa in 1897 
came from India and Great Britain. The greater part of the 
exports, consisting of ivory, india-rubber, and African corn went 
to Zanzibar and Germany. 

The following table shows the value of the imports into and 
exports from German East Africa in the years 1896 and 1897, the 
currency being calculated at 1s. 43d. to the rupee. 


1896. 


£ £ 


Total ... ove ove £638,000 £741,000 


Zanzibar.—According to the report of H.M. Consul at Zanzibar 
for 1897 (Foreign Office Annual Series, 2129), the condition of the 
trade and commerce of the port for the year in question is from 


all points of view a most satisfactory one. A comparison of the 


statistics which accompany it, with those which have been published 
in previous years, demonstrates that not only has the trade 
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recovered from the slight depression which was observable 
last year, but that both the.imports and (with the exception of a 
hardly appreciable difference in 1895) the exports of the year, which 
has just closed, amount to a greater value than in any previous 
corresponding period since a properly regulated customs depart- 
ment was first organised. 

The following table shows the value of the imports into and 
exports from the ports of Zanzibar during the years 1896 and 1897 
distinguishing the principal countries of origin and destination :— 


Imports into Exports from 
the the 
Port of Zanzibar. Port of Zanzibar. 


From and to, 


1896 1897 


1896 


£ £ 

British India on Pee. 385,537 401,263 118,739 97,803 
German East Africa eee 202,813 227,029 413,492 412,209 
Great Britain wee ons 118,022 159,894 129,199 162,422 
Sultanate of Zanzibar* } 

(Zanzibar and Pem- 134,331 143,687 67,424 81,161 

ba only.) 
Germany ... mie ose 64,597 91,726 41,647 34,591 
British East Africa aad 45,016 43,548 111,916 106,267 . 
France 17,566 25,341 78,256 76,341 
Other places so0 aed 307,288 306,690 . 198,133 218,874 


Total £| 1,275,170 1,399,078 1,158,806 1,189,668 


The value of the piece-goods brought into Zanzibar in 1897 was 
three times as great as that of any other article, and constituted 
one-fourth of the entire import trade. The countries which ship 
this class of-goods to Zanzibar are British India, Holland, Great 
Britain, America, and Germany in the order named, and in 1897 
British India, in spite of a partial decrease in the trade on account 
of the plague, supplied half of the entire quantity imported. India’s 
loss appears to have been England’s gain, so nearly do the figures 
of the two correspond, but whether the advance made by the latter 
country is on that account only temporary, or is really a sign that 
the British manufacturer has succeeded in producing an article 
which can compete, in the native estimation, with those which have 
for so long been almost a monopoly of his foreign rivals, is a point 
which cannot as yet be determined ; it is certain, at any rate, that 
whatever the reason may be, some portion of this particular trade 
has been diverted from other countries to the United Kingdom, and 
it is to be hoped that having once got it she will not allow it to 
again slip through her fingers. The goods that appear in the 


* The Sultan of Zanzibar claims jurisdiction over a long strip of East African 
coast, including Lamu, Barava, and other places, but the figures given here are for 
the islands of Zanzibar and Pemba only. ati 
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statistics as imported from Germany were shipped in Hamburg, but 
they were probably manufactured in Holland, so that, as has been 
before remarked, by opposing the advance in the imports from the 
one country to the decrease in those of the other, the quantities 
supplied by the two combined in 1896 and 1897 are practically 
identical. 

The consul, in his report alluded to above, states that a direct line 
of steamers between Zanzibar and the United Kingdom would be a 
great incentive to the extension of British trade in East Africa. 
The only European lines which touch at the port at the present time 
are the German East African and the Messageries Maritimes, both 
heavily subsidised by their Governments, and of these the former 
has now altered its route on every alternate journey, so as to call at 
Mombasa once a month; the steamers of these lines, however, are 
often so crowded up by cargo received at ports further south, that 
Zanzibar and Mombasa consignments have to be rejected. The 
British India Steam Navigation Company runs two lines of ships of 
very moderate tonnage to Bombay, one by way of ‘Seychelles, and 
the other vid Aden, but at the latter port the risk of delay in 
transhipment and of consequent exposure to the weather in open 
lighters is so great that the foreign lines to Hamburg and 
Marseilles are often chosen in preference. 

The boats of the Austrian Lloyd Company, which were mentioned 
in last year’s report as having started an Aden-Zanzibar line, in 
connection with their steamers running between India and Trieste, 
were withdrawn after one month’s trial. 

A glance at the shipping returns prepared under the superin- 
tendence of Captain Agnew, the port officer, shows that the number 
and tonnage of ocean-going British ships have fallen from 64 vessels 
of 98,273 tons in 1896 to 48 of 75,013 tons in 1897. The number 
of ships of German nationality that have entered this port remains 
the same, but owing to two of the smaller vessels having been 
replaced by modern ones of considerable size, their tonnage has 
increased from 88,483 to 109,612 tons. The statistics of French 
and other shipping are practically unaltered. 

Portuguese East Africa.—The trade of the Portuguese possessions 
on the East African coast shows a very large increase for the year 
1897 as compared with 1896. This may to a great extent be 
probably attributed to the British possessions—viz., British Central 
Africa and Rhodesia, which form the hinterland of the Portuguese 
territory. Thus, though the ports of this part of the coast are 
under the government of Portugal, it would appear that their 
trade increases in proportion to the wants of the hinterland 
and not of the colonies themselves. This is especially so in the 
ease of Chinde, at the mouth of the Zambesi, an outlet for 
the trade of the Blantyre and Zomba districts, and of Beira, whence 
a railway, in process of construction to Salisbury, the chief town 
of Northern Rhodesia, has already reached the British settlement 
at Umtali. With regard to Lourengo Marques, the completion of 
the“railway into the Transvaal provides an easier export route for 
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the merchandise of that republic, more especially as Lourengo 
Marques may he said to possess in Delagoa Bay the one really 
valuable harbour along the whole of the East African coast. 

The following table shows the value of the import and export 
trade of the principal ports of Portuguese East Africa for the three 
years 1895, 1896 and 1897, so far as the figures are obtainable from 
the reports of the British consular officials at those places for the 
years cited :— 


1895. 1896. 1897. 


PORTS. 
Imports.} Transit. | Exports. paepente: Transit. | Exports.|| Imports.| Transit. | Exports. 


£ & £ £ £ 

Mozambique} 100,000*} — 50,000*+|| 117,000 
Beira ...| 142,000 | 143,000 | 23,000 | 286,000 | 191,000} 20,000 || 579,000 | 205,000 
Lourengo | 295,000 | 669,000 | 35,000+|| 627,000 |1,532,000| 18,000¢|| 754,000 |2,660,000| 65,000+ 
Mai ques 


NotEe.—The above conversions are at the rate of 4,500 reis per £ sterling. 


H.M. Consul at Mozambique, in his report for 1897 (Annual 
Series, 2071), states that the retail trade of that port is almost 
entirely in the hands of British Indians, most of whom are natives 
of Cutch; these traders seldom have correspondents in Europe, 
and obtain nearly all their supplies from British India; such goods 
as they cannot so obtain they procure from the local European 
houses, who act as middlemen; all these houses are Continental 
and naturally send their orders to the Continent. About 70 per cent. 
of the plain, and 50 per cent. of the printed and coloured cottons 
imported come from British India; the trade however in the latter 
class of cottons is fast being transferred through the local houses 
to Germany, whose manufactures in this line are cheaper and more 
to the taste of the native purchaser. A considerable area of country 
in this district has been opened up for trade during the year 1897 
by the successful expeditions of the local Government against 
various turbulent chiefs on the mainland; and it is reported that 
in parts of the country so opened up, large quantities of rubber 
of good quality can be obtained. 

The German East African line has practically the monopoly of 
all freights to and from Mozambique. The steamers of this line 
from Hamburg, vid the Suez Canal to Natal and back, call 
every three weeks, and once every six weeks homewards from 
Hamburg vid the Cape; but in view of the increased trade and 
passenger traffic of the province and with Natal, it is intended 
shortly to change the services to a fortnightly and monthly one 
respectively. The Messageries Maritimes line from Marseilles to 
Delagoa Bay vid Diego Suarez calls monthly, and the British India 
line from Bombay at the same intervals. Dhows enjoy some of 


* Estimated figures. 


+ Including re-exports, which at Mozambique were valued at 9,397/. in 1896, 
and 12,4527. in 1897,and at Lourenco Marques at 6,000/. in 1895, 8,000/. in 1896, 
and 27,C00/. in 1897. 


396 THE TRADE OF EAST AFRICA. [Oct. 1892, 


the carrying trade to and from British India, as well as a good 
roportion of the local coast freights. ; 

The trade of Beira for 1897 also shows an increase over that of 
1896, especially in the case of the imports which have been 
increased by the material, rails, sleepers, &c., for the extension of 
the line from Bandoolas to Umtali and Salisbury, and the rolling 
stock required to carry this to the terminus. 

The produce of the country exported amounts only to some 
15,0001. In 1897 for the first time bar gold figures in the exports. 

There beiag no manufactories in the country, no industries, and 
only one working mine, trade is limited to building material, 
furniture, food stuffs, tools, and goods for domestic use and the 
personal consumption of European residents, and piece and bale 
goods, and the numerous odds and ends used and consumed by 
natives. 

H. M. Consul at Beira reports that European trade has so far 
been carried on by Europeans, but the trade is now being taken up 
by Indian store-keepers, who by employing cheaper labour, living 
in cheaper houses, and keeping longer hours, are able to undersell 
their European rivals. 

Native trade, except as to tinned meats and liquor, is already in 
the hands of Indian store-keepers. 

The liquor trade is an important and profitable one. The only 
restriction on licences is the ability to pay the cost which varies 
from 15l. to 501. per annum. The town of Beira is overrun with 
bars and canteens ; counting the hotels there are 40 licensed places 
among a population of 978 souls, or one for every 24 of the 
inhabitants. 

The Indian store-keepers who carry on the native, and are now 
aspiring to European trade also, buy in Beira and import from 
Bombay or from Europe. In Beira they buy wholesale articles 
of European manufacture, bale and piece-goods, hardware, &c. 
From Bombay are imported cotton goods, sheetings, piece-goods, 
turkey red, rice, teak wood, matches and umbrellas (European 
and Japanese), gunny bags, hardware, and provisions. From 
England are imported tinned provisions (not meats), Manchester 
sheeting, matches, umbrellas, shirts, and second-hand clothes, and 
from the Continent enamelled ware (cheap), candles, soap, cotton 
blankets, lamps, glasses, undervests, boots, beds, stationery, and 
safes. An increasing variety and quantity of goods is being 
imported from Portugal. In the last four lines of goods, 
Portuguese articles, on account of the much lower duty they 
pay, can be sold more profitably to the store-keeper at ordinary 
local prices. 

With regard to the trade at the other ports of Portuguese East 
Africa, with the exception of Lourengo Marques, there are no 
statistics available, and the amount has declined so considerably 
of later years as to have become comparatively unimportant. 
Quilimane has given way, it would appear, to Chinde, where there 
is a British Concession used for the clearing of goods imported 
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in transit for the use of Zomba, Blantyre and other districts 
of British Central Africa, and the situation of which at the 
mouth of the Zambesi-Shire rivers seems destined to give it in 
the future a still more decided advantage over its more northern 
neighbour (see map). Inhambane—once a flourishing commercial 
centre—has been almost entirely superseded by Lourengo Marques, 
while the business of Chiloane and Sofala, south of Beira and of 
Ibo north of Mozambique is almost confined to the coasting trade of 
Arab dhows and small Indian vessels. It is at Delagoa Bay at the 
port of Lourengo Marques that the chief trade of the Portuguese 
East African colonies is carried on, on account not only of its 
magnificent harbour, but also by reason of its proximity to the 
South African Republic and to Rhodesia and other parts of the vast 
hinterland now being opened up by British capital and perseverance. 
In addition, this port is the only one on the east coast which 
forms a terminus to a railway of any importance. 

The British Acting-Consul at Lourengo Marques, in his recent 
report to the Foreign Office (Annual Series, 2162), states that the 
year 1897 was not so prosperous for Lourengo Marques as the 
importations during the first six months of the year gave ieave to 
hope for. 

The imports during the last six months of 1897 fell off some 
25 per cent. in compavison with those of the first half of the year. 
It would be difficult to say with any degree of certainty to what 
causes this sudden falling-off in the imports was attributable ; but 
probably they were two, first the bad state of trade in the Transvaal, 
and secondly the indifferent arrangements made for the landing, 
passing through the customs, and forwarding of goods. 

Comparing the figures obtained from the customs authorities for 
the year 1897 with those of a similar table published in the trade 
report for the district for 1896, one remarkable difference may be 
noted, viz., that although the total value of goods passed through 
the customs has increased by 50 per cent. over that of last year the 
total of duties levied on those goods has greatly fallen off. 

In 1896 the total value of goods passed through the customs 
amounted to 2,177,140/. sterling (reckoned as in the 1896 report 
of the district at 4, 500 reis to the 1l. sterling), and duties amount- 
ing to 157,8811. were levied on this total. 

In 1897 the total value of goods passed through the customs 
increased to 3,479,3691., but the total of duties levied on that 
amount was only 133,2801., or about 4 per cent. of the whole. 

This falling-off in the customs revenue can only be attributed to 
the recent considerable reduction of duty on provisions and other 
important and necessary articles, and also to the numerous 
additions made during the past year to the free import transit list. 
From this list it may be seen that Lourengo Marques offers 
considerable inducements to importers residing in the Transvaal 
to have their goods sent rid Delagoa Bay. 

The imports to Lourengo Marques for local consumption come 
principally from "Great Britain and her colonies. 
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By far the largest importations of the following articles of 
merchandise come to Lourengo Marques from British ports, viz., 
coal, coke, cement, cutlery, cotton and woollen goods, flour, iron- 
ware, stoneware, glassware, iron and steel plates and bars, medicines, 
timber, leather, boots and shoes, ropes, petroleum, preserved 
provisions, hats and caps, ready-made clothing, sugar, rice, &c. 

The imported coal disposed of, apart from that coming from the 
Transvaal, is almost all sold to warships; merchant steamers, the 
railway, and local consumers employing almost exclusively Trans- 
vaal coal. The trade, however, in this coal at the port is still very 
small owing to the high railway charges which prohibit it being 
sold there for less than from 11. 2s. to 11. 5s. per ton. 

German manufacturers and their representatives in Lourenco 
Marques are very active in pushing German cement, and the imports 
of this article from England are decreasing year by year. It is 
probable that large quantities will be required shortly in the 
construction of the new harbour works. 

Manchester cottons continue to be imported, but new designs 
are wanted, many of the cloths which are popular on the west 
coast not being even seen here. . 

English made boots and shoes are extensively sold, and the trade 
in these might be greatly increased if lighter makes, more suitable 
to the climate, were introduced. 

The export trade at Lourengo Marques is small: a few bundles 
of hides, and some horns and skins are sent away now and then and 
that is all. How small and unimportant this trade is may be 
judged by the fact that the total value of the exports for 1897 
amounted to some 65,0001. only. 


British Shipping at Delagoa Bay. 


The following table shows the tonnage of shipping entered at 
Delagoa Bay in the year 1897—distinguishing British and foreign 
vessels, and serves to illustrate how great is the preponderance of 
British vessels at the port, whether engaged in direct trade with 
the United Kingdom and British Colonies, or in indirect or 
carrying trade from and to other countries :— 


SHIPPING ENTERED AT LOURENCO MARQUES IN 1897. 


Nationality. Tons. 


British :-—* 
Direct trade oe 691,294 
Indirect trad 71,582 


1,009,249 


* Exclusive of ships of war. 
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The British shipping entered at the port in 1896 was 268 vessels 
of a tonnage of 430,520 tons, and, in 1895, 223 vessels of a 
tonnage of 372,990 tons. 

The following are the principal British steamship lines coming 
to Lourengo Marques :— 

The Castle Mail Packets Company’s intermediate boats arrive 
from England every two weeks, with one extra steamer monthly 
for Beira and Mauritius. 

The Union Steamship Company’s intermediate boats arrive 
every alternate Sunday, and leave generally about the following 
Tuesday. 

Two of the Rennie line steamers arrive from England every 
month, and their two coasting steamers run continually between 
Chinde (at the mouth of the Zambesi) and Durban. 

The Bullard King line also sends some two boats a month: these 
also go on to Beira, and about once a month or every six weeks 
one of them goes on to India. 

The Clan line boats arrive generally twice a month and go on to 
Beira and India. 

The British and Colonial Steamship Company’s steamers also 
call at Lourengo Marques, and continue to Beira and India, though 
some of their boats return from here to St. Vincent or the Cape 
for orders. 

The steamers of the German East African line arrive vid the 
east coast every two weeks, and return at the same intervals. 
Alternate steamers continue as far as Durban. 

The Messageries Maritimes de France send a branch steamer 
monthly, which connects with a main line steamer of the same 
company at Diego Suarez (Madagascar). 

The Chargeurs Réunis has also a monthly service coming 
from and returning to Europe vidi the Cape. The boats of this 
company go on to Beira and Madagascar. 

These are the regular lines of steamers connecting Lourengo 
Marques with Europe. It will, therefore, be seen that facilities 
for communication with the port are frequent and rapid. 


| 
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IV.—THE COMMERCIAL DEVELOPMENT OF EGYPT. 


| The following article on the industrial and commercial develop- 
| ment of Egypt is based on a report by the United States Agent 
and Consul-General at Cairo, dated September 2nd last :— 

Ti Egypt, owing to its natural resources and to its situation with 
| reference to the Suez Canal, the main highway of commerce 
: | between Europe and Asia, is a market well worthy of the attention 
| of manufacturers and business men. It has an area of 394,240 


square miles, and the cultivated and settled parts aggregate 12,976 

square miles. 
Nineteen hundred years ago the population of Egypt was 
8,000,000 ; under the rule of the Mamelukes, it was 
reduced to 3,000,000. In 1875, the population was 6,000,000; 
| and under the rule of Tewfik and his son, Abbas II, since 1882, 
i its population has steadily increased, so that at present it is 
: between nine and ten millions. The capital of Egvpt is Cairo, 
4d with a population of about 400,000. The commercial centre is 
: Alexandria, with 250,000 inhabitants. Port Said and Ismailia 
have become important towns since the opening of the Suez Canal. 

The people of Egypt, the bondholders, and the world at large, 
so far as their commercial interests are concerned, have largely 
profited since Great Britain took the entire management of 
| Egyptian affairs into her own hands. Justice prevails in the adminis- 
; tration of the laws, and fellaheen and nobles, natives and foreigners, 
can all secure their rights in a legal way. 

The fertility of Egypt is entirely dependent on the Nile, and 
its yearly inundations. Asa rule the river commences to rise in 
June and reaches its maximum in September; but this is not 
always the case, and the time and duration of the inundations 
vary considerably. A regular irrigation of the country is therefore 
necessary. 

In modern times Mehemet Ali (in 1842) commenced the con- 
struction of a large Nile dam—the Barrage—which was, however, 
after a short period of time, so much damaged that it was practically 
useless from 1867 to 13883; but since the country has been under 
British influence, the great Nile dam has been repaired and the 
canal system regulated and completed. The importance of these 
irrigation works is best shown by the enormous influence they have 
had on the fertility of the country. The average value of the crop 
has increased, since 1883, 800,000/. per annum; thus it can be seen 
that, financially, Egypt has been greatly benefited by the irrigation 
improvements of the last ten years. At present the cultivated and 
revenue-paying area is about 5,000,000 acres. This will be con- 
siderably increased by the new dam that is about to be constructed 
at Assouan, the contract for which has already been placed; and 
if no political difficulties arise Egypt will reap the full benefit of 
its fertile soil. 

In no way is the industrial progress of Egypt better illustrated 
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than by the present development of its railway system. In pro- 
portion to the population, Egypt has more railway mileage than 
Austria-Hungary, Spain, or Portugal. Egypt has at pre- 
sent 1,400 miles of railway, the most important lines being 
those connecting Alexandria and Cairo; Cairo, Ismailia, and Suez ; 
and the Nile Valley railroad, on the left bank of the Nile. The 
present cost of construction, where bridges over irrigation canals 
are numerous, is about 6,000/. per mile ‘of normal gauge. In 
Upper Egypt, it is not more than 5,400/., while narrow-gauge 
extensions (1 metre = 39°37 inches) cost only 2,7001. 

River navigation on the Nile and in the Delta is considerable. 
Since 1883 many agricultural roads have been built, more are 
contemplated, and the use of wheeled transport is becoming 
common. Roads, in the true sense of the word, did not exist until 
1891, since when and up to the end of 1897 about 1,750 kilometres 
(1,087 miles) have been constructed throughout Middle and Lower 
Egypt. When it is remembered that the area of these two divi- 
sions of Egypt is about 4,500,000 acres, the number of roads is 
still very small, Wheeled vehicles for the transport of produce 
are as yet very little employed, nor is it reasonable to expect much 
development in this direction until roads are far more numerous. 
It is to be hoped carting contractors will appear in course of time 
to replace the camel contractors. : 

A very important step toward improving the means of inland 
transport has been effected by the Government during the year 
under report, by granting concessions to companies for the con- 
struction of light railways in the following provinces, viz., 
Galioobeeyeh, Sharkeeyeh, Dakahleeyeh, Foyoom, Behera, and 
Gharbeeyeh. 

For the most part these lines are to be laid on the newly made 
road, but nothing prevents lines being made elsewhere if the 
companies find it to their advantages to do so. With these light 
railways and properly constructed roads putting them into com- 
munication with every village, the cost of transport ought to be 
very largely reduced and the time occupied en route much less 
than at present. 

The past few years have been marked by unusual activity in 
engineering works in Egypt. New sugar factories have been 
erected, many bridges built, light railroads for agricultural pur- 
poses constructed, and there is no doubt that the coming year will 
show a great increase in the amount of Egyptian imports. 

Although the United States sold fifteen locomotives to Egyptian 
railways in 1898, they come mostly from Belgium ; first-class 
passenger cars from England; rails from England and Germany ; 
bridge work from Belgian, French and German firms. The increase 
of the imports in iron and machinery in 1896 was the result of the 
development of the sugar industry and the introduction of electrical 
tramways in Cairo and Alexandria. 

The portable engine trade, as well as that of steam pumps, is 
extensive, and would be greater if there were less difficulty in 
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- obtaining permission for pumping purposes from the Govern- 
ment. 

Fixed engines and corn-grinding mills, from 12 to 25 horse-power, 
are being sold all the year round, and lately compound engines 
have been in demand, as the present class of engineers have more 
experience and are better able to work these engines than a few 
years ago. 

Boiler explosions happen from time to time and serious loss of 
life occurs; that there is not more is extraordinary. In this line of 
business, there is likely to be an increase of trade to replace the old 
plants that are working at great risk of explosion. ‘The Govern- 
ment takes certain precautions, as the reckless management of the 
safety valves and proverbial carelessness of the native firemen 
(“ osta”) leave many probabilities of accidents. 

The use of thrashing machines is making strides in the country; 
and, besides two Government land departments, a few other large 
landed proprietors are working them. 

Of pumps for irrigating purposes and mills for corn grinding, 
England is the leading exporter to Egypt. 

A few Belgian, French, and Italian motor pavers have been 
lately introduced. 

Since the making of agricultural roads, light railways have 
been a new feature in Egypt, and some good orders have been 
given to both Belgium and England. The tramways at present 
in use are of Belgian and French manufacture. 

Files for Egyptian Government railway administration have 
been, for some three years, furnished by Belgian and Italian firms at 
lower prices, it is said, than the English files. The trade of iron, steel, 
tin, &c., is entirely in the hands of Syrians and Arabs, who keep 
stocks of bars, plates, angles, &c., which are bought direct from 
Belgium and England or through the German commission houses. 

Almost the whole of the cotton piece-goods tirade is in the 
hands of German and French firms. These firms, resident in 
Manchester, have branch houses in Egypt or are represented by 
German agents. Their travellers, principally German, are sent 
out every year, and remain for from three to five months in the 
country. There is at present a strong and increasing competition 
from Germany in the lower qualities of cotton prints. In woollen 
goods there is a growing competition from France, Italy, and 
Germany, although at present England predominates. 

The United States Consul-General is of opinion that the increase 
of importation of iron and steel manufactures will continue for 
many years to come. Many new works are likely to be con- 
structed, and there will be an increase of agricultural railroads. 
New gas and water works in the provinces and the construction 
of water reservoirs and railways will continue to increase for many 
years, and with the opening up of the Dongola province the im- 
portation of textiles and other goods will increase rapidly. There 
is plenty of scope for foreign firms to extend their operations to 
Egypt, provided they are prepared to do so in an enterprising spirit. 
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In entering any foreign market there are certain conditions 
essential to success, among which a knowledge of the customs 
governing the trade in that country is the most important. 

Where it is possible, instead of depending upon agents and 
commission merchants, the exporter should have the field examined 
and the preliminary relations established by a competent traveller 
in whose judgment he can trust—one who understands the lan- 
guage of the country, or at least the commercial language, where, 
as in Egypt, it is different from the native language. 

The exports should conform to the trade conditions found in the 
country. This is especially applicable to the land of the Nile, as 
in it—in common with most of the Oriental countries—there are 
always a number of commercial houses which are built upon a 
capital of false pretences, with the intention of defrauding foreign 
merchants. It is necessary, therefore, that manufacturers and 
export merchants should exercise caution, tempered with good 
judgment, in their dealings. There are, however, in Alexandria, 
Cairo, Port Said, Suez, and other cities of Egypt a large number 
of houses of high standing which are deserving of credit. 

As a rule, trade customs in Egypt are different from those in 
the United States. No manufacturer selling directly must expect 

‘to get cash payments. He cannot draw at once on shipment, as 

‘his draft would be likely to be presented before the goods arrive. 
There are a few firms in Egypt who pay in this way ; but they are 
exceptional, and this can only be effected, if at all, by liberal 
concessions in the way of discounts or some other method. Credit 
is asked and expected for from three to nine months and often, 
by perfectly reliable houses, for longer terms. A number of good 
banks are found in Egypt, some of them branches of leading 
European firms, and they give all needed facilities in the matter of 
discounting mercantile paper. 

In dealing directly, it is wise to make clear contracts, including 
terms of delivery and modes of payments. If the firm is not well 
known, banking references should be asked for. 

To those who prefer direct relations with Egypt it may be said 
there are among the commission merchants many reputable firms 
that are worthy of confidence ; but the choice of agents to represent 
manufacturers can not be too carefully made. Under the English 
system of resident agents or salesmen, by knowing the trade and 
being in touch with the purchasers, a number of firms may be 
represented by one house. German firms are generally represented 
in Cairo and Alexandria by a permanent agent; but, in addition to 
this, they send out once or twice a year a traveller who, together 
with the resident agent, visits the customers. This is, of course, 
a more expensive way; it has been, however, in the past the best 
method to secure complete information as to the real state of the 
market. 

When destined for other than English houses, circulars and 
trade lists should be either in French or Italian, and weights and 
measures of the metric system employed. Quotations thus made in 
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the money of the country would necessarily imply that any loss of 
the exchange in getting the funds home would be for account of the 
vendor ; and in cases where the latter would be unwilling to accept 
this as one of the possible charges of the business, a note to that 
effect should be inserted in the price lists. Five years ago the 
Egyptian customs administration officially adopted the metric 
system, the weights and measures of-which are now in general 
use. 
Not a few of the responsible retail dealers in Egypt, both 
British and foreign, complain of the rigour of the terms of the 
American and English exporters, as compared with the continental 
sellers, the latter, especially the Germans, being much more liberal 
in their credits, and altogether making such obvious efforts to 
meet the desires of their buyers as to secure the sympathies of 
almost all classes in business. It seems clear that some relaxation 
might be judiciously made, should traders of whatever nationality 
merit it, and it ought to be the aim of the resident agent or 
traveller to qualify himself to advise his principals on this point. 
While saying this, it is necessary to sound a note of warning to 
those doing business directly against the great danger of according 
credits to traders without prior inquiry as to their standing. 
Although commercial travellers of the English-speaking countries 
are more to be seen in Egypt than formerly, they are still inferior 
in point of number to their European competitors. Their forces, 
should it be intended to do business by this means, undoubtedly 
require to be increased. English is largely understood, but 
the French and Italian languages are those most commonly known 
among middlemen in Egypt with whom the traveller would have 
to.deal; and of those languages, or at least of one of them, he 
ought to possess a colloquial knowledge. The visits to Egypt of 
these agents of direct sellers should be made with such frequency 
and at such seasons as may be found expedient in their respective 
lines of business, and they could not fail to have an influence 
infinitely superior to the most lavish distribution of trade circulars. 


Oet. 1898.] THE TRADE OF FRANCE WITH FRENCH COLONIES. 405 


V.--THE TRADE OF FRANCE WITH FRENCH 
COLONIES. 


The “ Dépéche Coloniale” has recently published a series of 
articles on the trade of the French colonies and protectorates 
in 1897, interesting as showing how much of the goods imported 
into and exported from these possessions are to the profit of 
French trade, and what share foreign countries, especially the 
United Kingdom, has in such trade. 

The following table shows the value of the trade of France with 
her various colonies for the year 1897—special trade only—i.e., 
imports for consumption and exports of domestic produce :— 


Trade in 1897. 
Countries of origin or destination. : 
Imports into |Exports from Total 
France. France. 
& & & 

Algeria 9,516,000 8,648,000 || 18,164,000 
Tunis . 1,140,000 2,116,000 
French Indo-China .. 876,000 1,228,000 |} 2,104,000 
French West Africa <n ooo eee 792,000 816,000 || 1,608,000 
Réunion wae ons 636,000 340,000 976,000 
St. Pierre and Miquelon ‘nt pat sa 1,076,000 236,000 1,312,000 
Martinique ... 752,000 480,000 1,232,000 
Guadeloupe ... eos 548,000 412,000 960,000 
French Oceania 456,000 240,000 696,000 
Madagascar, Mayotte, Nossi Bé, St. Marie 108,000 524 000 632,000 
French Guiana~ ... ied 68,000 392,000 460,000 
French possessions in India 36,000 40,000 
Total ... +--| 15,972,000 | 14,328,000 || 30,300,000 


The following table shows the value of the general trade as 
compared with that of the special trade of all French colonies 
with France :— 


= General. Special. 
£ 
Imports into France 14,808,000 15,972,000 
Exports from France aay oes esd 17,780,000 14,328,000 
Total de £ 34,588,000 30,300,000 


From this table it would appear that France herself exports to 
her colonies foreign goods to the value of about three and half 
million pounds sterling. The writer in the “ Dépéche Coloniale” 
goes on to point out that in manufactured te oods alone the foreign 
merchandise passing through France to her colonies represents 
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a value of over 1,800,000/., and that it would appear these foreign 
exports go more especially to Réunion, Indo-China, Senegal, and 
New Caledonia, and consist almost entirely of cotton tissues, as 
seen by the following table :— 


Exports of Cotton Tissues 
from France. 
Countries of destination. ; 


Foreign Goods. | French Goods. 
& 
French West Africa 14,500 7,800 
Madagascar ... ose 77,300 35,700 
467,900 


. It would appear therefore that in the French colonies enumerated 
in the above table only the foreigner, i.ec., other than France 
(and, according to the ‘“‘ Dépéche Coloniale,” especially England), 
sells cotton tissues to the value of 1,061,900/., or 594,000/. worth 
more than the French, and it must not be forgotten that these 
figures refer only to merchandise exported to the above-named 
places via France. 

Some consolation, however, is found in the fact that the trade 
of France with her colonies of Tunis, Indo-China, and Madcagas- 
zar has, on the whole, shown a tendency to improve, as will be 
seen by reference to the following table :— ; ; 


Exports from France, 
Years. 

To To To 

Tunis. Indo-China. | Madagascar. 

& £ & 
1894... 796,000 668,000 48,000 
1696. ... eee ove pee: 904,000 936,000 216,000 
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VI.—BRITISH AND AMERICAN METHODS OF 
TRADING IN RUSSIA, | 


The United States Consul at Birmingham has recently sent 
to his Government a report on practical ways of carrying on 
business in Russia, and as his remarks may prove interesting to 
British traders as well as those of his own nationality, they are 
here reproduced verbatim :— ts 

“T have recently had a conversation about Russian trade with 
two very intelligent salesmen—one an Englishman and the other 
an American. The American salesman has lately returned from 
Russia, where he travelled over 5,000 miles in the interest of his 
house; while the Englishman returned to Birmingham this week 
after a Russian business tour of 7,000 miles for his British firm. 

“ They both believe, when trading in Russia, in handling your 
own money receipts and in having your own inspection of rejected 
goods. It is too easy for a commission agent so very far away to 
claim “bad packing” and “defective parts” in bicycle and 
‘machinery shipments, and these expert salesmen are amazed that 
one American bicycle manufacturer has allowed his Russian com- 
mission agent to recklessly overstock every Russian dealer he 
could persuade to take bicycles, with “leave to return unsold 
goods.” With so many “openings,” this agent is, of course, 
receiving a good deal of cash and has remitted enough to America 
to make a showing with his principal. But there is a crash fore- 
‘boding. Both salesmen have declined to allow that agent to 
handle their goods. 

“The English salesman, who, I understand, is a reliable person, 
states that an American manufacturer has the run on scales, and 
is finding that his trade-marks and reputation for making the best 
scales give him very handsome returns for his goods in Russia, and 
sales are made so readily that perhaps he is not giving as careful 
attention to his interests as he should. At any rate, the English 
salesman asserts that the sole Russian agent of the American scale 
manufacture is having imitations of the American scale made, . 
placing the name and trade-marks of the American manufacturer 
on them, and pushing them when he can, thus defrauding his 
principal and customers. The American, receiving generous 
orders for the genuine scales, does not suspect his agent of ‘the 
trick. : 

“‘ Both salesmen have been in Russia before, and are enthusiastic 
over the possibilities of sale for any line of manufactured goods, if 
proper methods are adopted to introduce and handle them, | They 
add that Gérmany has such a hold commercially that antagonism 
to German merchants is developing, and there is in consequence 
an opportunity for Americans and Englishmen,” 
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VIL—THE EXPORT OF SAL AMMONIAC FROM THE 
UNITED KINGDOM TO RUSSIA. 


It having come to the knowledge of the Board of Trade that 

large quantities of sal ammoniac are exported from this country to — 
Russia in excess of probable Russian requirements for electric 
batteries and similar uses, inquiries have been made into the 
subject through the Foreign Office by H.M. consular officers at 
St. Petersburg, Odessa, Nicolaieff, Sebastopol, Kieff, Batoum, and 
Riga, with the following result :— 
_ St. Petersburg.—The Consul-General at St. Petersburg reports 
that there is undoubtedly a considerable quantity of sal ammoniac 
imported annually at St. Petersburg, partly for the interior and 
partly for the Tentileff works near St. Petersburg, at which 
smokeless powder is manufactured. He further states that he has 
been informed that a portion of this chemical product which 
figures in the import lists as sal ammoniac consists really of soda, 
the competition in the sale of the latter being so keen on the part 
of the local agents that they endeavour to conceal its identity 
under another appellation. He adds that it is exceedingly difficult 
to obtain precise information on the subject, so much secrecy being 
observed in the trade in connection with the matter in question, 

Odessa.—The Acting Consul-General at Odessa reports that he 
has been unable to discover to what use the sal-ammoniac imported 
at that port is put other than that connected with electric batteries 
and similar apparatus. He adds that according to statistics 
obtained from the custom house, the quantity of sal-ammoniac 
imported into Odessa in 1897 was 306 tons or somewhat less than 
half that imported during the previous year. 

Nicolaieff.—The Vice-Consul at Nicolaieff states that the local 
demand for sal ammoniac is supplied through Odessa, the drug 
being used for tinning and soldering besides being employed by 
chemists. He is further given to understand that it is imported in 
large quantities into the North of Russia for dyeing and also for 
heing converted into spirits of ammonia, which is extensively used 
for household purposes. ; 

Sebastopol.—No sal ammoniac, or. next to none, is imported at 
this port. 

Kieff.—The Consul at Kieff states that sal ammoniac is imported 
into this district in two sorts—first, in crystallised powder used for 
medicinal and electric battery purposes; second, used in mechanical 
works, &c., principally for soldering purposes. Of the first sort 
about 300 poods (nearly 5 tons) are used in the Kieff district, and 
are received from Germany ; whilst of the second, close on 100 poods 
(about 14 tons) is imported from England. 

Batowm.—The Consul at Batoum reports that enquiries made by 
him at Batoum, Tiflis, and Baku have elicited the fact that the 
quantity of sal ammoniac imported into the Caucasus is merely 
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what is required by chemists for electric and other similar uses and 
‘that the total amount is therefore quite insignificant. 

Riga.—The Consul at Riga states that besides being used for 
electrical purposes, sal ammoniac is .extensively employed in 
woollen mills for, among other purposes, cleaning cloth and yarns. 
It also enters very largely into the manufacture of tinplates, and 
tinners and coppersmiths use it for tinning, soldering, and brazing. 
He further remarks that it is generally from this salt that liquid 
ammonia is manufactured and that a certain quantity is consumed 
in the manufacture of snuff. He adds that the quantity of sal 
ammoniac imported into Riga is small. . 
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‘VIIL—TECHNICAL EDUCATION IN RUSSIAN POLAND. 


A report, dated 21st September last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Consul-General at Warsaw, on the open- 
ing at Warsaw of a polytechnic college, which he stated should be 
regarded as a step of the greatest importance, not only as a help 
to the industrial development of that part of the Empire, but as 
giving the Poles the same higher technical education in Poland 
‘which is already open in other parts of the Empire, where, how- 
ever, only a certain percentage of them are admitted, whereas at 
the new Warsaw polytechnic there is no such limitation. 

The reasons which led to the opening of such an educational 
establishment at Warsaw were not only those general principles 
which caused the foundation of similar institutions in other places 
in the Empire, but also the excessive density of the population in 
Poland which exceeds that of any other part of Russia and even 
that of France, and which makes it impossible for the whole popu- 
lation to live by agriculture alone. 

The consequence of this is a great development of various 
branches of industry, but, as these are handicapped by special 
Government regulations in this part of Russia, Poland is at a dis- 
advantage as compared with other industrial centres of the Empire, 
and it is only by continual rapid improvement of the methods of 
production that it is possible for industrial undertakings in Poland 
to compete successfully with other parts of Russia. 

To obtain such improved production the presence of a consider- 
able number of technical men, closely acquainted with local 
conditions, is absolutely necessary. ‘The want of such has been 
felt very much, and the absence of a higher technical educational 
establishment in Russian-Poland has led young Poles to go abroad 
in large numbers in search of technical education. 

According to information obtained by the Warsaw branch of the 
“ Society for aiding Russian Trade and Commerce,” there were, in 
1897, in only 15 technical educational establishments in Western 
Europe, more than 400 pupils from Russian-Poland, 

Thus, by the founding of this Polytechnic College at Warsaw it 
is hoped that not only will the money now spent by those who are 
obtaining a technical education abroad be retained in the country, 
but that such technical education will be placed within the reach 
of those who could not afford to go abroad to get it. It is further 
hoped that little by little a body of men of local birth with a 
special technical education will be formed who will render super- 
fluous the present influx into the western part of the Empire of 
foreign factory managers, workmen, and engineers who now find 
their way to Poland in the wake of foreign capital, 

A-sum of over 1,000,000 roubles (100,000.) which was subscribed 
by residents in memory of the present Emperor and Empress’s 
first visit to Warsaw, and presented to the Emperor to be used by 
him for the public good, has been applied to the foundation of this 
Polytechnic College. 


| 
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In the ukaze dated 30th January/11th February, 1898, in which 
this was announced, it was further stated that the Emperor 
particularly wished that the college should be opened during the 
current year. By a further order, two months later, it was given 
the name of the Emperor. On the 3rd/15th April the Emperor 
granted a further sum of 100,000 roubles (10,000/.) for the fitting 
up and rent of temporary premises for use until the permanent 
buildings should be ready. On the 8th/20th June the regulations 
for the Polytechnic College received Imperial sanction, and on the 
3rd/15th September the formal opening took place, so that in the 
short space of nine months a new special technical university, 
which has already commenced work, has arisen in this district. 

In its organisation the various needs of this part of the country 
were taken into consideration, as well as the fact that the union in 
one establishment of various special sections enables the student to 
acquire a thorough technical education at a minimum of cost, as 
common laboratories, common lecture rooms, and one staff of 
professors diminish the expenses as far as possible, as, for instance, 
one professor of any subject which is common to more than one 
course is sufficient, instead of several professors having to be 
engaged, as would be the case in separate establishments. 

The course of study is to last four years. The college is divided 
into three sections—chemistry, mechanics, and constructive en- 
gineering. 

Application has been made since the opening for a course of 
mining engineering as a fourth section. An agricultural course 
was considered unnecessary, in view of the existence of the Agri- 
cultural and Forestry Institute at Novo-Alexandria, but in consi- 
deration of local needs a chair of the science of agricultural 
engineering is included in the constructive engineering course. 

‘Thus the Warsaw Polytechnic College in comparison with those 
at Kieff and Riga only lacks agricultural and commercial courses. 
The latter it is hoped, will be added eventually, as there is not in 
the whole of the district a single higher commercial school, although 
the need of commercial men with a thoroughly good technical 
education is not, one would think, less felt in Poland than in 
Central Russia or the Baltic Provinces. 

The course of instruction in this college will be of a more 
practical nature than in the university, particularly in chemistry, 
including electro-chemistry, chemical technology, physics, and 
electro-technics. Above all attention will be paid to practical 
work in the laboratories, whilst work in the shop will be confined 
to what is sufficient to familiarise future engineers with the 
materials used in constructions and the manner of preparing them. 

Besides this, all the students will be obliged to do practical 
work during the summer vacation for three years after passing 
from the junior to the senior class. Such work will consist of 
surveying, building, gaining experience of factories and works, 
driving steam-engines, &c. ‘ 

Particular attention is to be paid to construction and architecture, 
which, in view of their close connection with every sort of factory, 
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will be taught not only in the constructive engineering course 
where they occupy the first place, but also in the courses of 
chemistry and mechanics, so that all students of the college will 
be equally obliged to work on buildings in the summer to gain 
practical experience in order that they may eventually be qualified 
to erect factories, works, and dwellings in connection with them, 
and also to carry out every sort of construction and to prepare the 
necessary plans. 

The following subjects are taught in all three sections :— 

Higher mathematics, geometrical drawing, theoretical and 
practical mechanics, chemistry, physics, electro-technics, architec- 
ture, construction, political economy, and drawing. 

The following are taught in two sections only :— 

Mechanical technology in the sections of mechanics and 
chemistry, geology in the sections of chemistry and constructive 
engineering. 

The construction of machinery is only taught in the Fane Or 
section; the technology of building materials, agricultural 
engineering, laws relating to building, book-keeping, and the 
drawing up of the estimates in the constructive engineering 
section ; and botany, mineralogy, metallurgy, and chemical tech- 
nology in the chemical section. 

Lectures on special subjects may, however, be subsequently 
added. 

Students can enter the college on much the same conditions as 
other technical institutes, special facilities being, however, offered 
to those who have passed an examination in physical mathematics 
at a university. The fees are fixed at 50 roubles (5/.) per half year, 
but one half of the total number of students may be exempted 
from payment altogether, and after the year 1900 there will also 
be scholarships of 300 roubles (301.) a year. 

Students who have successfully aor through the whole course 
of instruction will receive the degree of ‘‘ Technical Engineer ” or 
of “Constructive Engineer” with corresponding privileges, and 
will rank as officials of the X. or XII. class. 

The institute was opened by Prince Imerytinsky, Governor 
General of the Polish Provinces, on 3rd/15th September, 188, in 
the presence of the head of the department of trade and manu- 
facture of the ministry of finance, the minister of finance having 
taken a great personal interest in the matter, the chief civil and 
military officials, and representatives of local trade and industry. 

The college was intended to accommodate at first 250 students 
who were chosen by competitive examination from amongst 621 
candidates who applied to enter, but 17 more were subsequently 
allowed to join the course, thus making the total number of those 
who commenced the first course of instruction at the college 267. 

Of these 267, 82 came from the universities or other higher 
educational establishments, 86 from classical schools, 84 from 
modern schools, 12 from the atte Mechanics Institute, and 3 from 
cadet corps. — 
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Twenty-seven of these students were orthodox (Russian), 187 
catholics (Poles), 12 protestants (Baltic provinces), 1 Armenian- 
Gregorian (Caxcasian), and 40 Jews. 

One hundred and eleven have entered for the course of 
mechanics, 94 for constructive engineering, and 62 for chemistry. 


Ix. —ELECTRICAL MACHINERY IN PRUSSIA IN 1898. 


The following memorandum on electrical machinery in Prussia 
in 1898, by the Commercial Attaché to H.M. Embassy at Berlin, 
has been received at the Board of Trade, through the Foreign 
Office :— 

Every year the increase of electrical plant is becoming more 
marked in Prussia ; and, though there are no complete statistics 
on the subject, a good idea of the advance that has been made is 
to be obtained from the data which exist as to electrical paige 
machinery, for this is chiefly driven by steam, and is, therefore, to 
be found jin statistics. The latest returns for the beginning of 1898 
are to be found in the following statement, which includes all State 
and private undertakings in Prussia, with the exception of those 
under the War Office and Admiralty. Of machines driving 
dynamos, there were in 1891, 983 with a horse-power of 49,489, 
whereas by 1898 this number had risen to 3,305 of 258,726 
horse-power. In the former year there were 794 machines exclu- 
sively used for driving dynamos, while 189 were only partially used 
for this purpose. In the latter year there were 2,490 used 
exclusively for driving dynamos, while 815 were only partially 
used for this purpose. 

The increases here shown are enormous. It is worth noticing 
the great development since 1897. In that year the total horse- 
power was 191,935 only, whereas. by 1898 it had risen to 258,726. 
During this interval of one year the number of machines had 
increased from 2,837 to 3,305. 

The particular kinds of electrical work to which these machines 
are made to supply the power, for 1898, are shown in the following 
table :— 

Uses to which electric currents are put. 


No. of 
Uses, Horse-power,. 
1, For lighting purposes ... 2,878 154,772 
2. For driving motors oon eee ooo ove ave 61 10,785 
3. For other purposes axe ove 25 7,278 
4. For several purposes at the same time, ‘and 
(a) For lighting and transmitting pei 6b 325 84,216 © 
(6) For other purposes ove eee one 21 1,675 
Totals eos 3,805 258,726 


By far the greatest part of the electric power therefore is used 
for lighting purposes. 
The above statistics are taken from figures published, on the 
30th of September, in the “ Reichsanzeiger.” 
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X.—THE EFFECT OF LIGHT RAILWAYS ON 
INDUSTRIAL PROGRESS IN SWEDEN. 


A report, dated 20th September last, has been received at the 

Foreign Office from H.M. Consul at Stockholm, on a recent meeting 
of the Iron and Steel Institute in Stockholm, at which the subject 
of light railways was discussed. 
_ Some interesting facts concerning Swedish light lines were 
given in a paper read by Herr C. P. Sandberg, a railway engineer 
of great experience, who has been connected with the building of 
the Swedish light lines from the commencement down to the 
present time. The more important of these have been embodied 
in the following report. 

In 1870 the total length of Sweden’s railways was 1,708 kilo- 
metres, in 1895 the total length was estimated at 9,755 kilometres. 
During this 25 years’ period therefore the total mileage was 
increased more than fivefold. 

About two-thirds of the mileage are private lines, one-third only 
being owned by the State. 

The population of Sweden is not quite 5,000,000, so that there 
is approximately one kilometre of railway for every 500 inhabitants. 

The 25 years’ period between 1870 and 1895 has also been 
remarkable for the rapid development of Sweden’s material 
resources, and although other factors have contributed, there can 
be no doubt that this development has been mainly due to the 
rapid building of railways both by the State and by private 
enterprise. 

The State railways which at the end of 1897 had reached a total 
length of 3,680 kilometres, were built at a cost of 18,055,500. 
The private lines, with a total length of 6,578 kilometres, at the 
end of 1897, are estimated to have cost no more than 16,666,000/. 
Thus the private railways, with nearly double the mileage, cost 
actually less to build. 

Herr Sandberg, in the paper read to the members of the Iron 
and Steel Institute, laid great emphasis on the benefit Sweden has 

‘derived from her system of light railways. The enterprise of 
building them has proved a commercial success, so that instead of 
railways being a burden to the country they stood almost at once 
as a source of income. 

The private lines are of two kinds, normal gauge of medium 
heavy construction, and some few narrow gauge of very light 
construction. The latter are not numerous, but both kinds have 
answered their purpose, namely, to effect cheap local transport, 
and to serve as “ feeders” to the main lines. 

The reason of their cheapness in construction is to be found in 
the absence of financial and Parliamentary expenses, the cheapness 
of land; material and labour, and the honesty of management. 


. 
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That the great expansion of Sweden’s trade and industries of 
late years has only been rendered possible by the rapid construction 
of railways, especially of light “feeder” lines, may be taken for 
granted when it is considered that rapid industrial development 
has coincided in point of time with active railway construction in 
all the great trading countries, notably in the cases of Ragland, 
Germany, and the United States. 

Some idea of the extent of the development of Sweden’s in- 
dustries in recent years may be gathered from the following table 
compiled from the Swedish Board of Trade returns, which shows 
how Sweden’s manufactures have advanced during the last 25 
years :— 


1872 1895 
Number of factories of all kinds ............... 2,356 5,083 
Number of workmen employed hoe 46,556 140,776 
Value of Swedish manufactures £7,000,000 £23,277,000 
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XI.—DEVELOPMENT OF THE GERMAN SHIPBUILDING 
INDUSTRY. 


’ The following précis of an article.in the ‘ Norddeutsche Zeitung” 
of the 27th August, with regard to the increase of work in German 
shipbuilding yards, has been received at the Foreign Office from 
the Commercial Attaché to H.M. Embassy at Berlin. 

At the present moment, the shipbuilders of Germany have on 
hand a very large number of orders for both men-of-war and 
merchant vessels, and they are, it appears, largely for foreign 
countries. This remarkable development of German shipbuilding 
in the last few years has shown that the German industry is now 
quite on a par with its English rival, and one may say that the. 
continually increasing number of orders points to the fact that 
there is a great increase of confidence in the productions of 
German yards, which are now judged by the quality of the goods 
already delivered and tried. Whereas, formerly, England was the 
only builder of men-of-war, Germany now takes a considerable 
share, and is steadily winning a sure footing all over the world. 

The building of ships for foreign navies takes place chiefly at 
the following yards:—The Schichau at Elbing, the Vulcan at 
Grabow. and the Germania at Kiel. Large numbers of large and 
small ships have been built in late years for the following 
countries—-Austria, Norway, Sweden, Turkey, China, and Brazil, 
and, in more recent times, Italy, Japan, and Russia have been 
added to the list. 

Since the year 1895, that is to say within the last four years, 
German yards have delivered no less than twenty-four men-of-war 
for foreign navies, namely, three ironclads, ten torpedo-destroyers, 
and eleven torpedo boats; and besides this, there are now in hand 
twenty-two other vessels, namely, one ironclad, three large other 
men-of-war, ten torpedo destroyers, and eight torpedo boats. 

Through the construction of foreign men-of-war the German 
yards earn every year many million marks, whereby many 
branches of industry are benefited. The value of these forty-six 
vessels may well be estimated at about 100 million marks 
(5,000,0001.); but what is more important, these ships carry 
with them the renown of their German makers and testify to the 
capabilities of the German shipbuilding industry. 
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XIT.—SEA FISHERIES OF THE GERMAN EMPIRE. 


The German sea fishery industry has of late experienced a 
remarkable development, which is the more noteworthy as the 
industry itself has only existed for about 13 years. 

According to a report of the French Consul at Dusseldorf, the 
first steam fishing vessel made its appearance in the North Sea in 
1885, and for three years was the only one of its kind. But the 
results of its operations were so satisfactory that in 1887 three 
others were added to the list, and in 1890 the number of steam 
fishing vessels in the German fisheries had risen to 16. At the 
present time, 13 years from the commencement of the industry, 
Germany possesses 117 steam fishing vessels, manned by 1,185 
men, and belonging to shipowners or companies with a total 
capital of 12 million marks (600,000/.). 

The majority of them, about 82, belong. to the basin.of the 
Weser, viz., 38 to Bremerhaven, 32 to Gestemunde, and 12 to 
Bremen. The basin of the Elbe has 24, and those of the Ems and 
Jade some few less.. They. are constructed of iron, defy bad 
weather, and continue their operations unceasingly. 

The trips usually last eight days. 115 of these vessels are 
furnished with trawl nets about 36 metres long, each capable of 
holding 150 ewts. of fish, and which are raised every six or eight 
hours, according to the results. The takes vary from 100 to 300 
cwts., and there have been hauls of 400 and even 600 cwts. Theo 
fish is first cleaned, then sorted and packed. Twelve of these 
vessels have recently been fitted with apparatus for the prepara- 
tion of cod liver oil. 

The German fisheries fleet .has besides 446 sailing vessels, 
manned by 2,318 men. 

The reasons of the rapid development of the German sea-fisheries 
is to be found in the substitution of steamers for sailing vessels 
and of trawl nets for drift nets. To these may be added the 
encouragement of all kinds given by the State, not only in 
reduced freights and increased facilities on the railway, but also 
in the granting of bounties and in the construction of fishing 
harbours. To this latter object alone a sum of 13 million marks 
(650,000/.) has been devoted, permitting of the opening of the 
harbours of Nordeney (1889), Norddeich (1892), Gestemunde 
(1896), Nordenheim (1897), and Altona, which is not yet 
completed. 

The results of this development cannot be long in making 
themselves apparent. While in 1888 the value of fish sold by 
auction at Altona, Hamburg, and Gestemunde was only 49,4291, 
it reached seven years later the sum of 285,932/.- At the market 
of Bremerhaven the sales were valued at 15,4921. in 1892, and 
36,7271. in 1895. At Gestemunde the hauls which weighed only 
5,864 cwts. in 1888 ran to 274,950 ewts. in 1895. These figures 
are not quite representative of the total catch of fish, as there is 
much sold privately at certain places besides that which is disposed 
of by auction. 
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XIUI.—ESTABLISHMENT OF A GOVERNMENT 
COMMERCIAL INTELLIGENCE DEPARTMENT IN SPAIN. 


A despatch, dated 10th September last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Ambassador at Madrid, reporting that 
the loss of the colonial markets on which the export trade of Spain 
greatly depended, has caused the Government to take serious 
measures for developing new markets for Spanish products, and. 
for stimulating and alanine those already known, 

With this intention a Royal Order has been issued creating a 
special sub-department in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, for the 
purpose of supplying commercial information and statistics, and 
of rendering assistance to exporters and business men generally. 
This sub-department is to be under the direction of the commercial 
and consular departments, and under the special charge of a 
secretary. 

Morocco and the Republics of South America have come under 
special discussion, as offering promising markets for Spanish pro- 
ducts. 

The Spanish chambers of commerce in that country state that 
Spanish manufacturers of boots and shoes, gloves, silks, fans, lace, 
and cordage should have no difficulty in competing with those of 
other countries, and they propose to establish a permanent exhibi- 
tion of samples. of Spanish products in Tangiers or Oran, so that, 
native dealers can compare them with the goods exported from 
other countries, 

For Mexico and South America, ili also offer natural 
advantages to Spanish trade by reason of race, language and 
customs, five commercial attachés have been appointed to reside 
at Vera-Cruz, Buenos Ayres, Rio de Janeiro, Montevideo, and 
Valparaiso. These officials are to study the trade questions in the 
countries in which they reside, and to be ready to render practical 
assistance to merchants. 

H.M. Ambassador concludes as follows :— 

“Tt will be of interest to watch this new movement on the part 
of the Spanish Government. The home industries have until now 
depended on the protection afforded by the colonial tariffs. The 
necessity of doing something for their assistance may be the cause 
of the introduction of methods that might be of use to our own 
trade.” 
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XIV.—COMMERCIAL TRAVELLERS IN SWITZERLAND. 


For a number of years there has been a tax levied on commercial 
travellers who visit Switzerland. Previous to 1892 the different 
Cantons had different regulations regarding this tax, but in that 
year a federal law was enacted by which the department of justice 
of any Canton may issue a permit to a commercial traveller, this 
permit costing 150 francs (6/.) per year, or 100 francs (4/.) for six 
months. 

The United States Consul at Berne, in a recent report to his 
Government, says, that although the population of the whole of 
Switzerland is scarcely 4,000,000, the various Cantons have realised 
quite an amount from this tax, which is divided among them pro 
rata at the end of the fiscal year. 

, Eas amount of fees received since the law went into effect is as 
ollows :— 


1896... oes ony eee wey 9,374 
1898 (first six months) on tee ei 10,728 


It will be seen that the amount received during the first hait of 
the present year is greater than that received during any other full 
year, excepting 1893, which was the first year of the Swiss tariff. 

There are several exceptions to the general law that should be 
noted :— 

1. Commercial travellers selling cognac, rum, arrack, whisky, 
absinthe, vermouth, bitters, or any intoxicating liquors to the 
legitimate trade in quantities of not less than 40 litres (10.56 
gallons) are exempt. 

2. Commercial travellers selling to the legitimate trade, to stores, _ 
or to mechanics who utilise the articles purchased are also exempt. 

Travellers of the above classes are furnished with a permit which 
is of a green colour. 

3. Travellers, or other agents corresponding to those who visit 
private houses selling sewing machines, &c., in the United States, 
taking orders for the delivery of goods have to pay 150 francs (61.) 
a year, and receive a permit of a red colour. 

Commercial travellers of the green-card variety who trespass on 
the privileges of those of the red-card class make themselves liable 
toa heavy fine. The fact that a man can scll liquors at wholesale 
and pay no tax, while an ordinary house agent must pay one, seems 
rather incongruous. In these classes, Swiss and foreigners are 
treated alike. 

The following table, covering the last three years, shows the 
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number of commercial travellers and the countries from which they 
come :— 


Country, 1895 


Switzerland... ove 
Germany 
France eee ove 
Italy... 

Austria ove 
England _ ... 
Belgium . 

Spain 

Holland 

Other countries 


The U.S. Consul concludes his report as follows :—‘ It will be 
noted that of the whole number not one is credited to the 
United States. In view of the fact that many circulars, catalogues, 
&c., of goods have been received at: this office, with the request 
that they be ‘advantageously -distributed,’ I would repeat what 
has been written: by many of my colleagues throughout Europe : 
it is absolutely of no avail to send circulars or catalogues in the 
English language to business houses in Switzerland. If circulars 
must be sent, they shoukd be in German or French. Printers’ ink 
may be of service in some few cases, but a live representative who 
could speak the language would be of inestimable benefit to 
houses desiring to open trade with Switzerland.” 


14,562 
282 235 209 
168 129 151 
| 46 42 65 
19 18 11 
| 11 14 16 
2 1 3 

Total .... ...| 21,727 | 19,663 | 19,115 
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XV.—THE DECLINE IN TRANSVAAL TRADE, 


The various revenue and general trade returns for the half- 
year ending June 30th, 1898, which have recently appeared in the 
‘‘ Staatscourant,” show that the State revenue, which amounted 
for the first half-year of 1897 to 1,805,225/., has fallen this year to 
1,664,537/., or a decrease of 140,688/. The published returns of 
this year, as they now appear, contain a sum of 360,000/. paid over 
by the Netherlands 8. A. Railway Company as the State’s share 
of its profits; but as this sum was not included in the same 
returns for 1897, this item is deducted from the totals given above. 
Up till now the revenue received from the railway company has 
only been paid in a lump sum at the end of the year, hence the 
difficulty of making a comparison without this deduction. 

The principal decline in revenue is in customs, from 666,594. in 
June, 1897, to 500,247/. at June 30th, 1898, or a decrease of 
166,3471. for the half-year, and prospectors’ (mining) licenses 
yielded 237,682’. and 177,4371. for the same periods. 

The State expenditure returns for the half-year are—for 1897, 
1,865,7141., and for 1898, 1,540,945/., or a decrease of 324,769/. in 
favour of 1898. This satisfactory retrenchment is due chiefly to 
diminished military expenses, from 233,148/. for half of 1897, to 
91,4251. at June 30th, 1898; while “ special expenses” (in which 
is included secret service) have diminished from 136,0181. to 
66,9361., with a similar retrenchment in public works. Salaries, &c., 
have increased by 19,0001. 

The general imports, which amounted in value to 7,279,4691. for 
the first six months of 1897, have fallen to 5,193,2191. for the same 
period in 1898, or a decrease of about 28 per cent, being 2,086,250/. 
for the half year. A few of the items show how the spending power 
of the inhabitants of the Transvaal has diminished—the import of 
beer has fallen from 26,2891. to 18,6761.; that of spirits from 
176,7611. to 118,1841.; that of musical instruments from 23,0261, 
to 11,9091.; of clothing from 53,7391. to 40,664/.; that of wines 
from 74,0261. to 40,8751. 

The value of goods carried in transit through Cape Colony is 
given, for the half year ending June 30th, 1898, as 1,564,600/. as 
against 2,319,671/. for the corresponding period of 1897 ; those 
carried through Natal as 882,9921., as against 1,267,585/. ; through 
Delagoa Bay, as 888,2711. as against 1,366,506/., making a total 
decline in transit trade from abroad of 1,617,8991., or at the rate 
of about 33 per cent. 
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XVI.—THE RAPID DEVELOPMENT OF THE AMERICAN 
‘ TIN-PLATE INDUSTRY. 


_ An article in the “Iron Age” (New York) on the development of 
the American tin-plate industry says that it is moving with irresis- 
tible force in acquiring complete control of the home market. Its 
Pats Saag has been gradual, but one by one the strongholds of the 

oreign manufacturers in the United States have been captured. 
Scarcely three years have passed since Americans were strugglin 
with the question of through freight which enabled Welsh 
manufacturers to deliver tin plates at a much lower rate than 
from domestic works to trans-Missouri points, and thus to hold 
‘the trade of that section. After this fight was won, the next 
important contest took place over the business on the Pacific 
Coast. Here again the advantage in freight rates was on the side 
of British manufacturers, who shipped by water while Americans 
‘were obliged to pay for a long railway journey across the continent. 
But in the course of time this business was also secured. 

The article goes on to say:—‘‘The last and hardest nut to 
crack was in the case of Western provision and other canned 

oods packers, whose business was largely controlled by the 
ae tin plate manufacturers through the rebate allowed by 
American customs laws on duties paid on tin plate re-exported. 
‘It was difficult to get even a foothold in this trade, for quite 
a number of important packers at first refused to handle 
anything but imported tin plates for their domestic as well as 
their export business, preferring not to be troubled with keeping 
two kinds of stock. Cheaper domestic prices grew too tempting 
to be ignored, however, and the packers purchased American made 
tin plates for their cases to be sold at home, while continuing to 
take large quantities of Welsh plates for their export business. 

“This year has practically seen the last of the demand from the 
Western packers for foreign tin plates. Orders have for some 
months been given to American manufacturers for their entire 
‘supply by most if not all the tin plate consumers engaged in the 
trade, and American provisions have been going to all parts of the 
world in American tin cans. The price of American tin plates 
has at last fallen to a sufficiently low level to make the rebate on 
exported foreign tin plates no longer an inducement for their 
purchase. It is asserted that the decline in American prices has 
been so much lower than the packers anticipated, that those who 
‘bought foreign tin plates early in the year found that they would 
have been considerably the gainers if they had depended upon 
home manufacturers for their supply. It must be admitted 
that American tin-plate makers temper their exultation over the 
capture of this trade by the admission that they have found little 
or no profit in it. They were obliged to make very low prices to 
take the business. But now that it has been secured it will be 
retained, and American ingenuity and shrewdness may be relied 
upon to see that costs will be kept under the price. The capture 
of this trade explains the rapid decline in tin-plate imports shown 
in the monthly Government statistical reports for this year.” 
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XVII—THE STATE OF YUCATAN AND THE PORTS OF 
PROGRESO AND CAMPECHE. 


Mr. Arthur Chapman, in a report to the Foreign Office dated 
22nd June last, forwards some interesting information with, regard 
to the State of Yucatan, which has been obtained from Vice-Consul 
Waddle, of Progreso, who has recently come to Vera Cruz on 
private business, and has had occasion to journey into the interior 
of Yucatan beyond 'Tekax. 

About 127 kilometres of the Merida and Peto railroad is con- 
structed, leaving but a few kilometres to reach the town of Peto, 
its present proposed terminus. ‘This line will, however, probably 
be continued further south. 

The country through which this line runs is mostly flat. At 
Tekax you are at the foot of a range of hills some 300 to 700 feet 
high, that run in a south westerly direction. The land from 
Merida to Tekax is rocky and good for the cultivation of henequen. 
At Tekax and beyond it isa rich, red, volcanic soil, and there is 
considerable cultivation, principally sugar cane, Mr, Waddle 
journeyed some eleven leagues beyond ‘l'ekax and across. the hills 
near their southern extremity. On the slope of these hills he 
came across some forty acres of coffee looking healthy and in good 
condition. 

There are no rivers nor running water in this district, the 
water supply is obtained from wells that are from 90 to 120 feet 
deep. Cultivation depends on the heavy rains from May to 
September. Probably an adequate water supply could be obtained 
by means of artesian wells. 

The country seems to be very sparsely populated, and labour is 
very scarce. 

In this district there are a number of small haciendas or 
estates, but only two or three of a considerable size. Of these 
the Tabi and the Catmis sugar haciendas may be mentioned. 

The estate of Catmis, including several small adjoining haciendas, 
amounting in all to some thirty square leagues, and containing 
large tracts of sugar cane, two large mills, a distillery, buildings, 
live stock, &c., &c., is offered for sale for some six hundred 
thousand dollars gold, and Mr. Waddle ‘would be glad to place 
anyone interested in the matter in communication with the 
owners; but he would not advise any investment in land in these 
regions without previous inspection. 

There are Government troops between Tekax and Peto, and the 
country is considered safe within reach of the railroads, but the 
interior of the State is not considered safe as yet from the hostile 
Indians, though the Government is taking steps to open com- 
munication throughout. Yucatan, and to eventually bring these 
Maya Indians under control. 

Besides the Merida and Peto railroad, the Merida and Valladolid 
line is constructed as far as Temak, and has also a branch to 
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Progreso ; the Merida; Progreso and Sotuta line is constructed as 
far as Isamal, but the work on this line is not progressing; the 
Peninsular railroad, from Merida to Campeche, has just been 
completed, and will soon be open to the public. 

With the exception of the Merida, Progreso and Sotuta road, 
which is 4 ft. 8 ins. gauge, all these lines are of three feet gauge, 
of light American rails and American rolling stock. 

Yucatan produces henequen fibre, chile, dyewoods, cedar and 
mahogany for export; the sugar and aquardiente produced is for 
home consumption. There are extensive salt pans on the coast 
from which a considerable amount of salt is collected. 

In opening up the country it is probable that other products 
may come to the fore, but as yet the capabilities of the interior are 
not sufficiently known to be able to form an opinion as to the 
commercial future of the country. There seem to be no mineral 
oils, The large lake in the interior of Peto.is stated to contain 
Epsom salts. Bt 

The trade of Progreso showed a small decrease in imports and 
a slight increase in exports for the year 1896-97. 

Henequen, which during that year averaged 1:25 dols. Mexican 
per aroba of 25 lbs., has now risen to over 4 dols., the aroba in 
consequence of the scarcity of manilla fibre in the market, owing 
to the war. . Many of the producers of henequen are under contract 
to supply the fibre at 1°50 dols. for the year, and are not producing 
more than sufficient to comply with their contracts, whilst the few 
that are not under contract are obtaining high prices. Thus 
shipments of henequen have not as yet greatly increased. 

A company has been formed with local capital in Merida, which 
is now manufacturing rope, cordage, matting, and bagging of 
henequen fibre. Should this Company be able to turn out bagging 
that can take the place of gunny bags, they will command a good 
business. 

The fuel of the country and of the railways is firewood, which 
becomes yearly more expensive as the distances increase from 
which it has to becarried. The increase of railroads and industries 
must eventually give rise to a considerable trade in coal. 

The pier of the Merida and Valladolid railroad is being extended 
and constructed of iron, and will soon have 14 ft. of water alongside. 
It will then enter into competition with the fiscal piers, which up 
to now have had the monopoly of the port, and have only some 
12 ft. of water alongside. 

During the last year there have been several cases of yellow 
fever in Merida, and Progreso has been placed in quarantine. The 
health of this port, however, continues in its normal condition. 

Now that Campeche is connected by rail with Merida, this port 
will become of more importance, and already there is a scheme 
under consideration to dredge a channel in the harbour to enable 
vessels to get close up to the town of Campeche, for at present 
only vessels of 10 ft. draught can approach, whilst other vessels 
have to anchor some five or six miles off the town. 
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XVIII.—THE MANUFACTURE OF SAKAI CARPETS. 


The carpet making industry of Japan is of comparatively recent 
growth, and the chief seat of the industry at the present day is 
Sakai, a town about eight miles south of Osaka, and a few are 
made at the neighbouring village of Surniyoshi. 

Mr. Playfair, First Assistant at H.M. Consulate at Hiogo, in a 
report to the Foreign Office states that, originally two kinds of 
carpets were made in Sakai, one the ordinary hand woven, and the 
other on which designs were afterwards dyed. 

‘In the former kind the system employed was practically that 
now in vogue, while in the second kind a double thread was used 
in the warp, and it would appear that designs were dyed on the 
carpet, after it had been woven, by some sort of stencilling 
process. As the colours did not thoroughly penetrate the material 
these carpets were apt to quickly fade. 

’ The method of weaving is somewhat similar to that for making 
velvet ; the threads on being tied are cut off and a “nap” left. 
Skill in cutting the threads off evenly and rapidly is one of the 
tests of an efficient worker. 

The inventor of hand-woven carpets in Japan was Fujimoto 
Shozayemon, a thread merchant of Sakai. In 1831 he began to make 
an article known as Hizen mabeshima carpets—also called Sagara 
—and carpets copied from those made in China. He employed 
a skilled weaver named Idzurni Rihei, and gave to his goods the 
name of Sakai dantzu, and sold them in a small shop of his own. 

- Before the opening of the country to foreign trade, the business 
was a small one and the quality of the goods very poor. Accord- 
ingly the grandson of the original inventor, who is at present one 
of the leading merchants of Sakai, turned his attention to improving 
the quality of bis wares and seeking a market for them. He did 
not meet with much success until the Emperor of Japan went to 
visit the Unebi Mausoleum in February 1877, on which occasion 
Fujimoto presented His Imperial Majesty with some of his 
manufactures. 

At the first Tokio Exhibition Sakai rugs were shown, quickly 
took the public fancy, and since that date have continued to grow 
in popular estimation. 

In 1878 Fujimoto exported a few carpets to America and France 
through foreign merchants. Since then he has been a successful 
exhibitor at numerous exhibitions at home and abroad. 

The progress of the trade is shown in the following table :—- 


Year, ° Carpets Exported. Value. 
No. Yen. 
1890. eve 27,593 51,048 
1893 ese eee 203,050 391,989 
ove ose ese 546,091 1,134,073 
1698. eve ove 685,536 1,635,902 
1896. ove 661,732 1,152,177 
1897... ose ee 555,878 973,871 
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The weaving is done'in houses all over the town of Sakai and 
its suburbs, the houses containing from two to four looms worked 
by three or four children, the superintendent being usually a girl | 
of 17 or 18. The work rooms are. frequently rather dark, and in 
winter very cold. One large packing and sorting warehouse was 
light and airy, and was fitted with electric light for use after dusk, 
but no means of heating were employed. 

In this warehouse there is a press for packing bales. It is 
worked by hand by means of long levers, but it is hoped that ere 
long hydraulic pressure may be substituted. The presses used by 
merchants for packing bales are worked by screws, not levers. 

The reason why no large factories exist is that, as education is. 
eompulsory in Japan, it is difficult to get together a large number 
of children of school-going age in any one place. Weavers 
therefore set up houses in a district where poor children are 
numerous, and thus get labour in abundance at their very doors. 
Parents are allowed to plead poverty as an excuse for not sending. 
their children to school, and freely avail themselves of the privilege, 
although probably the truth is that when the carpet business is 
flourishing and children can earn fair wages it is found to be more 
profitable to send them to work than to school. As a natural 
consequence children in Sakai are numerous but ignorant. To 
remedy this evil night schools are being established by private 
enterprise to educate the little workers after their hours of labour 
are over. 

The materials employed in carpet making are cotton, wool, silk 
and yamamai or wild silkworms’ thread, waste silk and jute. 

The cotton used is chiefly obtained from Osaka. 

The woollen yarn is chiefly made in Tokio from raw wool 
imported from Australia mixed with a certain proportion of wool 
imported from China, which is much cheaper. Yarn imported 
from England has also been given a trial, but it is feared that when 
the higher scale of duties comes into force this will not prove 
profitable. 

The silk used is only that which comes from Joshiu, and the 
dyeing of the thread is all done in Tokio. 

The supply of yamamai is drawn from the surrounding district. 

The jute employed consists chiefly of old gunny bags un- 
ravelled, but as the supply is insufficient, the deficiency is made 
good by jute yarn imported from Calcutta. 

Japanese hemp is too expensive. 

The materials are supplied by the large dealers to the weavers to 
be made up in their own houses. Of late, however, it has become 
the custom for large dealers to advance money free of interest to 
weavers to ‘enable them to purchase materials. The reason for 
this is that dishonest weavers were in the habit of buying inferior 
material and mixing it with that supplied by the dealer, conse- 
quently the article returned was poorer in quality than the dealers 
expected. Now, if the finished article is not up to muster, the 
price paid is reduced accordingly. 
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All looms working for a large dealer are inspected for him 
daily. 

The designs are chiefly copied from Persian and Turkish 
patterns, the old Japanese designs not finding much favour now. 
Some of the original designs in the cotton rugs are, however, very 
pretty and in good taste. Any design supplied can be copied to 
order. 

A great improvement has taken place lately in the dyes used, 
but as the large dealers are of opinion that still further improve- 
ments are necessary and desirable, a meeting of those interested 
is being called to try and do away with the practice now in vogue 
_of buying cheap dyes from the native merchants in Osaka, and in 
lieu thereof to purchase them direct from the foreign importers at 
Kobe. The imported dyes now in use come principally from 
England. and Germany. These dyes last better than those 
formerly used, and are now almost invariably employed in the 
making of wool rugs and jute rugs of the better qualities ; while 
for cotton rugs—except such few as are dyed on what is termed 
the “ old Japanese system ”—very inferior dyes are used even now, 
and the colours quickly fade. 

Cotton rugs are altogether inferior to those made from jute or 
wool and are manufactured principally for consumption in Japan. 
One of the disadvantages attaching to cotton rugs is their extreme 
inflammability rendering them dangerous for use as hearth rugs.: 

Woollen rugs are more durable and of a better appearance than 
cotton rugs. The manufacture of this class of goods dates back 
to the spring of 1896 only. In these rugs the warp is of cotton 
and the woof of either wool, jute or cotton yarn, while the “ filling” 
is of wool. They are made chiefly to order, the customer usually 

‘supplying his own design and the dyed wool yarn necessary to 
make the carpet. This is presumably an attempt to compete with 
Turkish and Persian carpets, by copying them more or less 
faithfully. The greater part of the output goes to America, but is 
not yet of great extent. 

Jute carpets apparently have a future before them provided 
that the question of dyeing receives proper attention, and, as 
already alluded to, the dealers are becoming cognisant of this fact. 
At present the majority of rugs manufactured are of jute. ‘The 
warp is of cotton yarn, the woof of thick jute and the filling of 
thin jute yarn. They are exported principally to America and 
Great Britain, the latter country taking just over one-half of the 

output. The sizes most in favour are three feet by six feet; 
nine feet by twelve feet, and twelve feet by twelve feet, though 
rugs as small as one foot by two feet two-and-a-half inches, and as 
large as fifteen feet by twenty feet are occasionally exported, the 
sizes being entirely a matter of popular fancy. 

Silk rugs are made to a small extent only, being too expensive 
to become an article of common use, a rug of three feet by six 
feet costing from 200 dols. to 250 dols. A few are exported to 
America and France. Two silk rugs, six feet square, were first 
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-exhibited at Tokio in 1878, and were purchased on the second 
day shown. Two similar rugs were presented by the chief men of 
Sakai to the Russian Crown Prince on his visit to Japan. Two of 
six feet by nine were exhibited at Chicago, and Mr. Fujimoto 
purposes sending some to the coming Paris Exhibition in 1900. 
At present there are only three looms in which silk carpets are 
woven. 

Yamamai carpets are still in the experimental stage, and the 
supply of raw material being somewhat limited the output is but 
small. 

A few years ago a foreign firm retained a number of looms to 
weave exclusively for them, the firm supplying materials, “pe and 
designs, but the arrangement is no longer in force. 

There were in Sakai at the end of 1897, 6,181 looms in 1, 062 
houses, giving employment to 18,554 persons, of whom 13, 242 are 
females and 5,312 males. 

Looms vary in width from three feet up to 27 feet, the inter- 
mediate sizes being 9, 12 and 18 feet, though up till 1877 the 
maximum width was only six feet. Any length of carpet can be 
made as required, the largest hitherto turned out being 27 feet by 
32 and 3 feet by 120. Very small rugs are not so profitable. 

If all the looms are in full work the possible daily output would 
be as much as 7,726 square yards ; the average prices are, for cotton 
rugs 80 sen, jute 90 sen, and wool 380 sen per square yard, 

The system employed is as follows :— 

At the top of the loom is a large beam called tatemakilo, on 
which the threads composing the warp are wound. ‘These threads 
are fastened at the bottom to a beam known as surebo.. As the 
work proceeds the threads are wound off by a turn or two of a cog 
wheel attached to the swrebo and the threads on the tatemakibo are 
loosened in proportion. 

The woof threads are rapidly passed in and out by the workers 
—who squat on a board at the foot of the loom and slide back and 
forth along their respective portions of the pattern—and tied in 
position by the “filling” threads forming the pattern, which are 
then snipped off to the required length with a special kind of 
scissors. 

"At intervals a heavy beam called osa or osa-ha, which is of the 
nature of a huge comb, is jammed down on the portion of the work 
already done to render it close and firm. 

The threads are all dyed before use, and the pattern is woven 
according to the design which is supplied upon a small. map or 
plan. This plan only represents one-quarter of the whole design, 
and is repeated four times, being turned upside down for the 
lower portion of the pattern. 

The children, while at work, keep up a song or chorus under 
the guidance of the forewoman, who changes the words and tune 
as the pattern alters. Makers say that silent workers are “ idlers,” 
and are therefore suspicious of the meee when they cease 
singing. ; 
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A peculiarity of Sakai carpets is that, owing to the length of 
the “nap,” they present quite a different appearance when viewed, 
so to say, against the grain. The quality of carpets depend, to a 
great extent, upon the number of threads in the warp, woof, and 
filling. 

Thus, in a 3 feet by 6 feet rug there may be 100, 135, or 155 
pairs of threads in the warp of 3 feet, while in the 6 feet of length 
the woof threads may be from 300 to 600 in number, and the 
‘filling ” from one to six strands of material. 

Excessive export of only the cheapest class of goods is greatly 
to be deprecated, as likely to give the trade a bad name. The 
better qualities look well and wear satisfactorily, while the cheap 
kinds do neither. 

Provided that strict attention be paid to the quality of the 
dyes employed, and earnest endeavours made to maintain a certain 
uniformity of standard, there is no reason why the future of the 
trade should not be assured. 
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' XIX.—THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE SEYCHELLES. 


The “Times of India” states that in the opinion of Mr. Waddell, 
of the Ceylon Public Works Department, who has been lent to the 
Seychelles Administration for the purpose of superintending 
important schemes for developing the resources of the island, the 
outlook in the Seychelles is particularly bright. 

The vanilla crop has now assumed large proportions, and the 
Seychelles bean has been reckoned the best in the market, and com- 
mands a correspondingly high price. Recent yields have been 
good, but the vine is a peculiarly uncertain growth, and often 
fails for several years in succession. In good seasons it gives little. 
trouble to the grower. Cultivation is not only unnecessary but 
absolutely deleterious, and all that is required is to fertilise the 
flowers, which is done by hand with a brush, as the necessary 
insects are wanting. Of late there has been a considerable exten- 
sion of the land under cultivation, and with favourable seasons 
there promises to be a considerable development in the value of 
this industry. Cocoa has failed on account of the rats eating 
through the fruit to get at the seeds as soon as it ripens; but 
considerable success has attended the efforts to grow coffee. A 
mistake was made at the outset in attempting to grow the Arabian 
species, but since planters have realised their error and substituted 
the Liberian variety a very fair prospect has opened up. In- 
dustries will receive a great stimulus from the opening up of the 
islands by the roads now in course of construction, and the 
optimistic forecast seems to be founded on substantial and solid 
grounds. 

It appears that the Seychelles should afford a very fair opening 
for an energetic man with a little capital. Mr. Cockburn Stewart, 
the Resident, claims for this little British colony that it offers 
advantages for a young man with a thousand pounds to spare, not 
to be found elsewhere, and it is said that some planters from Behar 
who recently visited Mahé were so favourably impressed with its 
possibilities that they have decided to give up indigo planting and 
try their fortunes in the Seychelles. 

Mr. Waddell’s own work in the Seychelles is to construct an 
extensive system of roads. At present these can hardly be said to 
exist. A few bridle paths have been cut, but nearly all traffic is 
carried on by boat, a method of transportation greatly facilitated 
by the physical configuration of the coast. The products of the 
plantations on the slopes leading to the sea are carried down to 
stores on the shore, and the outer reefs act as a breakwater 
and make the passage of the boats to the central depéts easy 
and safe. The lack of proper cart roads has, however, greatly 
hampered the development of the growing trade, Recently a loan 
of 20,0001. was obtained for the purpose of remedying this defect, 
and this will allow of the construction of nearly 50 miles of good 
metalled road. The supply of labour locally is inadequate, and 
that which is available is not of a very desirable quality, but about 
250 coolies will be engaged in Bombay. 
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‘XX.—DEVELOPMENT OF THE FALKLAND ISLANDS. 


The Colonial Office have recently issued a report, by Mr, Craigie 
Halkett, Colonial Secretary of the Falkland Islands, on the 
condition of the colony in 1897. 

_ The imports for that year were valued at 63,286/., as compared 
with 69,9851. in 1896, and the report states that no important 
stress is to be laid upon the total imports for 1897 appearing as 
6,000/. less than in 1896, This difference represents merely the 
unforeseen delay of one or other of the sailing vessels which bring 
cargo once or twice in the year from England. 

Of the 63,2861. above mentioned, 54,225]. represents the value 
of the imports from the United Kingdom and 56,3751. and 2,7941. 
from Chile and Uruguay respectively ; the articles from these two 
South American countries being principally cereals, fruit and 
vegetables, and building materials. . 

With regard to the exports, the value for 1897 was 125,1231. 
of which 123,186]. were for goods sent to the United Kingdom. 
The principal articles exported in 1897 were :— 


Value. 


A 
Skins, seal fur ... as fe 2,413 


2,954 


Other articles 


In five years, viz., since 1892, the quantity of wool exported 
has increased one fourth, the number of seal skins has nearly 
‘trebled, and of hides quadrupled. On the other hand, the export 
of frozen mutton has ceased, and that of live stock and tallow has 
fallen to quite a nominal figure. Market fluctuations from time to 
time largely influence the money values of exports, which, though 
greater in quantity, often appear as of less total value. For 
example, wool ruled low during the year, and tallow, owing to 
‘Russian competition, scarcely commanded a remunerative price. 

As may be gathered from a glance at the exports, but one 
industry may be said to obtain—that of sheep-farming, and 
allowing for comparative poverty of the natural grass, the islands 
form quite an ideal sheep farm. ‘There are no troublesome forests 
to clear away, no deep and dangerous rivers to be crossed, no 
dingoes to harass and destroy the stock, no prolonged droughts, 
and, above all, no rabbits to annoy the farmer and involve his 
yearly output ina disagreeable uncertainty. Bad and good seasons 
occur as elsewhere, but the difference is not marked in the same 
degree as in other countries less adapted by nature for this 
particular industry, Annual earnings are mainly influenced by 
the fluctuations of the wool market in London, and farmers have 
small cause to trouble seriously about climate, weather, or aught 
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else. The flourishing condition of the kitchen gardens in every 
settlement and in the town of Stanley, amply evidences the 
capability of the soil to reward individual labour. But between 
this and a paying industry there is a large difference. 

_ The colony, despite its solvent and prosperous condition, affords 
no inducements to capitalists desirous of opening up new industries, 

nor to intending immigrants, for there is already in the colony 
‘more than sufficient labour to meet the demand, which is stationary, 
and is a diminishing rather than an expanding quantity. 

No- land remains at the disposal of the crown, and intending 
settlers must make terms with private holders. 

In the quality of imports there is room for improvement, and 
-profitable employment for small capital in the importation of fruit 
and fresh farm produce. 

In a country where animal food is so plentiful that mutton 
commands but 2d. and beef 5d. per lb., the yoann of canned 
goods is incredible. 

No fruit of any kind is cultivated, and such small ‘nl uncertain 
parcels as are brought by the mail steamers from Chile and 
Uraguay are eagerly sought after at high figures. 

The conditions of life have not so far called into existence any 
institutions for permanent relief, indigence being comparatively 
unknown, and such isolated cases as have occurred have been dealt 
with. by private subscription. 

Furthermore, the normal population of the colony is law-abiding 
in the fullest degree, offences requiring penal punishment being con- 
fined mainly to the floating population of passing ships, and formonths 
together the common gaol, which can only accommodate 11 prisoners 
at most, is untenanted, the local gaoler, who is also Government 
printer, finding occupation in the duties of the latter office. 

The report concludes with a tableshowing the progress and develop- 
ment of the colony since 1843, when the English settlers only num- 
-bered 52 persons. Thefollowing extract from thistable marks the pro- 
gress made in decennial periods from 1848 to 1897 showing the steady 
decrease in the parliamentary grant, and the increases in the revenue, 
imports, exports, shipping and number of sheep of the colony :— 
Table showing the progress of the Falkland Islands at decennial 

periods, 1848-1897. 


Vessels entered. Sh cep 


Revenue | in the 
1 
.| Steam. 


1,098 |) 

711 | || 
2,070 || 20,710 | 12,695 
_ 8,838 || 35,792 | 51,055 | 313,300 
8951 | 54,008 | 88,743 | 682,419 
12,970 63,286 | 123,186 | 732,010 


78 
7,650 


. | No. 
4 eee 
* 


* No Returns. 
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Year, mentary 
Grant. 
1848... 5,500 
1858... 6,162 
1868 .... . ...| 3,870 
1878, ... . 1,755 
1888... Nil. 
1897... Nil | 
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XXI—TARIFF CHANGES AND CUSTOMS 
REGULATIONS. 


RvssIA. .... 


Regulations as to Entry of spare parts of Agricultural Machines and 
Implements. 


A despatch, dated September 21st last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Sir Charles Scott, Her Majesty’s Ambassador 
at St. Petersburg, transmitting a translation of the list drawn up 
by the Minister of Finance in conjunction with the Minister of 
Agriculture and Imperial Domains, of spare parts of agricultural 
machines and implements that shall be admitted from the 
Ist/i3th September, 1898, into Russia, when accompanied by 
the machines and implements to which they belong, under 
point 6 and obsecvation 2 of section 167 of the Russian Customs 
Tariff, free of duty and at the rate of 50 copecks, gold, per poud 
respectively. 


I—SPARE PARTS OF AGRICULTURAL MACHINES AND IMPLEMENTS 
THAT SHALL BE ADMITTED FREE OF DUTY. 


Nature of Machines. Spare Parts. 


Reapers and sheaf-binders... ee | 2 spare he or double set of cutters to each 

machine. 

Reapers with eelf-distributing ap-| 1 set of spare finger bars and cogs, 1 1ake 
paratus. wheel, 2 rake handles with rollers (for 

reapers) ; 1 spare binding apparatus (for 

sheaf binders); 2 connecting rods with 

bearings and 1 eccentric. 

Steam Ploughs ove | set of shears, cutter bars, throw offs, uprights, 

tailboards and wheels. . 

Threshers enumerated jin point 6| Complete set of spare beaters or } set of 
of section 167. . threshers, 2 crank shafts, 2 supports fcr 

straw shakers and 2 pulleys; 1 set of 

bearings; for those that have cog gear 

1 set of cogs; for clover threshers. in 

addition, 1 grating drum or set of parts of 

the same. . 

Hay scatterers Pr ... | 1 set of spare teeth or shaft, and set of cogs. 

Horse rakes ... ; .. | Complete set of spare rake teeth, and set of 


Corn screens... an 4 oanat spare sieves in frames (the. number 

of sieves in a set to correspond with the 

number that can be placed at one time in 

, : a machine) ; 1 set of cogs or pulleys. _ 

‘Pulverizers | 2 sete Of Teeds. 

Centrifugal cream separator © ... | 1 spare vessel, 2sets of cogs or friction wheels, 
; . . 2 covers and 2 floats. se 

‘Machines for distributing manure | I set of distributors, 1 set of cogs. 
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I.—PARTS OF AGRICULTURAL MACHINES AND IMPLEMENTS THAT SHALL BE 
SuBJECT TO DUTY AT THE RATE OF 50 COPECKS, GOLD, PER Poup, 


Nature of Machines, 


Spare Parts. 


Ploughs ose 
Harrows, weeders and cultivators 


Seed drills 


..|.5 shears, 2 cutters, 1 upright, 2 throw-offs, 


3 shafts and 1 spare lifting lever with gear, 
1 complete set of spare teeth, crowbars, shares, 
shears or discs. 
1 set of scattering apparatus (boxes, reels, 
&c.), 1 set of spare cogs, 1 set of seed-drill 
(for row sowing). 


Mowers aes sy) ose 2 spare knives or 2 sets ef cutting blades, 1 set 
of cutter bars, 2 connecting rods with 
bearings and eccentrics, and 1 set of spare 
cogs. 

Winnowers .., aot cos 1 set of cogs and 4 sets of spare sieves in 

: frames (the number of sieves to correspond 
with the number that can be placed at 

one time in a machine). 

Sorters is See oe ... | 1 spare cellulose drum and 1 set of sieves. 

Straw cutters and root cutters ...| 1 set ef cogs and set of knives. 

Grain and seed crushers ... | 1 set of rollers (discs and cones). 

Flax beaters... ove Seo «. | 1 set of ribbed cast-iron rolls, : 

Horse gear ... a eos .. | 2 Hook’s bevels and 1 set of cogs (including 
in that number the main driving wheel.) | 

Hay presses ... wos Spare piston and set of cogs, 

ove ate 1 set of boiler tubes, main shaft, and set of 


Locomobiles ... 
bearings. 


The Russian Department of Customs also notifies under Circular 
No. 17340 of the 28th August—9 September, 1898, that metallic 
parts of tools used in handicrafts, the arts, factories and works, 
imported unmounted shall be cleared under section 161 of the 
customs tariff; duty, 1 rouble 10 copecks, gold, per poud. 

- Tlie same Department notifies under Circular No. 17941 of the 
28th August—9 September, 1898, that vehicles brought into motion 
by mechanical motors (including electrical ones in the number) 
shall be cleared under corresponding points of section 173; dut 

from 132 roubles, gold, to 12 roubles per piece and 8 roubles, gold, 
per poud: ‘and the motors themselves under section 167; duty 
in ‘4 roubles 32 copecks, gold, to 1 rouble 40 copecks, gold, per 

oud. 
Point 16 of Circular 23187 of 1897 is hereby cancelled. 


Russta—SIBERIA. 
Exemption from duty of Machinery for Siberia and Ural Mining 
Districts. 


With reference to a note on pp. 309-10 of the “‘ Board of Trade 
Journal” for last month, a despatch, dated the 30th September 
last, has been received at the Foreign Office from Sir C. Scott, H.M. 
Ambassador at St. Petersburg, transmitting the following list of 
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machines and their parts confirmed by the Acting Minister of 
Finance on the 27th August / 8th September, 1898, that may be 
imported under certain conditions free of duty during the course 
of 10 years, to the 1st of January, 1909, across all the frontiers of 
the Empire for the requirements of Siberian and Ural gold mining. 
1. Machines required exclusively for gold mining :— 
A.—For surface mining— 

(a) Flash wheels, spouts and water-pipes with appurtenances, 
distributors and other apparatus for hydraulic placer or 
surface working of gold. 

(b) Hydraulic elevators for raising gold-bearing sands and 
deposits. 

B.—For working gold ore— 
~ (a) Concentrators of all systems for working gold-bearing 
sands. , 

(b) Concentrating appliances for the reduction of slimes 
and the exactions therefrom of slick and pyrites. 

(c) Centrifugal concentrators for the dry process of concen- 
tration of gold-bearing stuff. 

(d) Apparatus for amalgamating gold-bearing ores, includ- 
ing amalgamators of every description, amalgamating 
mills, amalgamating pans, amalgamating metallic 
sheets and other apparatus destined for the extraction 
of gold by means of amalgamation. 

(e) Apparatus for the extraction of gold by wet process, 
namely, ore smelting rotating furnaces of every kind 
and other apparatus for chlorinization, viz.— generators 
for obtaining chlorine (chlorinators), cylindrical pans 
of boiler and half-boiler iron, and all appurtenances 
belonging to them (bolts, distributors, syphons, &c.) 
and serving for the extraction of gold by means of 
cyanide of potassium and other chemical reactors, as 
also dynamo machines for electrical deposit of gold 
from cyanide solutions, 


2. All machines generally employed for mining work—- 


A.—In working gold-bearing formations—Dredges and earth 
suction machines complete, excavators, diamond drilling machines 
complete, and perforators of all systems, borers and iron tubes for 
the same, worked by hand, condensed air or electricity. 

B.—For the removal of gold-bearing ore—Portable railways 
(Decanville), rails and rolling stock for them, and wire cables for 
suspended railways, as also rolling stock for the same. 

C.—For pumping purposes—Pumps of every description, 
upright, forcing, and centrifugal, pulsometers, &c. 

D.—For ventilation purposes—Ventilators of every description. 

E.—For mechanical treatment of ore (enrichment)— 

(a) Crushing apparatus, pulverizers, stamps, cylindrical 
mills, runners, and other apparatus. 
(b) Sorting apparatus, cylinders, screens, sieves, &c. 
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Apparatus for the precipitation and washing of ore— 
“ (a) Deposit screens and graders of every description. 
_ (0) Water motors, steam engines, and steam boilers for the 
same, and electric motors. 
(ce) Parts of machinery for the above machines and 
apparatus. 

The above list is not an exhaustive one, taking particularly into 
consideration the possibility of the appearance of new inventions 
in the province of mining industry, and therefore those engaged in 
gold mining may in each separate case seek the permission of the 
Minister of Finance for the free importation of such invented 
machines, on condition of submitting at the same time the written 
opinion of the District Mining Engineer of the Crown on the 
merits of the privilege sought of free importation. 

The machines of foreign origin named on pages one and two 
may be imported duty free into the empire under the following 
conditions :— ; 

(a) For the free importation of the machines specified on part 1 
a certificate of the District Mining Engineer of the Crown must be 
presented to the custom house at which the goods are clearable 
to the effect that the machines and their accompanying parts which 
have arrived at the custom house are in conformity with the 
specifications and drawings furnished to him, the Engineer, and that 
they are really required for the working of gold and are imported 
by a certain person or company to be named. 

(+) For the free importation of the machines mentioned in 
part 2 it is necessary that in addition to the certificate referred to 
in part (a) a further one be obtained by the importers from the 
Mining Engineer and presented to the customs authorities to the 
effect that the consignment of machinery has reached its destina- 
tion, and as security against such due arrival the importers shall 
lodge a guarantee with the custom house amounting in value to 
the whole amount of the duty leviable on the whole of the 
machinery calculated at the conventional customs tariff rates. 

Observation.—The division of machines into the two categories 
specified in part 2 when cleared at a custom honse shall not apply 
to‘the Governor Generalships of Eastern Siberia and the Amur in 
which gold mine owners may receive through the ports of the Pacific 
Coast all machines on the conditions indicated for machines of the 
first category. 

In case of the establishment of depots of gold mining machines 
in the provinces of Yenissei, Irkutsk, Yakutsk and the Trans- 
Baikal, Amur and maritime regions, the owners of these depots, in 
order to obtain permission for receiving foreign machines duty 
free, must present certificates from the District Mining Engineer 
ofthe Crown to the effect that the machines and their parts im- 
ported are applicable to gold mining, and come under the class of 
those enumerated in the published list, and that their owners really 
possess depots of gold-mining machines. "oss 


> 
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Norway. 


According to the “ Journal des Tarifs et Traités de Commerce ” 
modifications of the Norwegian customs tariff came into force on 
the 1st June last. 

Steam, water, wind, gas, petroleum, benzine, and electric 
motors and dynamos wher they are made of sheet iron of less than 
3 millimetres thick are, with their component parts, taxed at 5 per 
cent. ad valorem, instead of being exempt from duty as hitherto. 


NETHERLANDS. 
Exemption of Salt from Excise Duty. 


A despatch, dated 14th September last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Minister at the Hague, transmitting copy 
and translation of a Royal Decree of the 19th August, in 
accordance with which it has been resolved to exempt the payment 
of excise duty on salt when used in manufactories and trading 
establishments. 


FRANCE. 


New Tariff of Quay Dues for Bordeaux. 


The following new tariff of quay dues for the port of Bordeaux, 
which has lately received the sanction of the French Government, 
has been received at the Foreign Office, from H.M. Consul at 
Bordeaux. 

Article 1.—The quay dues per register ton established for the 
port of Bordeaux by Article 4 of the Law of July 15th, 1885, shall 
be levied in the following manner :— 

0-12 francs per nett register ton, if the total number of metric 
tons (of 1,000 killograms) of goods landed or loaded exceeds half of 
the nett tonage of the vessel. 

0:06 francs per nett register ton, if the total number of metric 
tons of goods landed or loaded is equal to or less than half the nett 
tonnage and exceeds a quarter of that tonnage. 

0-03 francs per nett register ton, if the total number of metric 
tons of goods landed or loaded is equal to or less than a quarter 
of the nett tonnage and exceeds a tenth of that tonnage. 

0-012 franes per nett register ton, if the total number of metric 
tons of goods landed or loaded is equal to or less than a tenth of 
the nett tonnage. 

Article 2.—The local tolls established by Article 5 of the Law of 
August 2nd, 1887, on all French or foreign vessels entering with 
cargoes or coming to the port of Bordeaux to load, as well as on 
lighters entering the port of Bordeaux or leaving it loaded with 
goods coming from or destined for vessels which, moored down the 
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river, have not gone down from or are not to come up to that port, 
are modified as follows (in each case the dues are-per ton) :— 


IN THE SAME YEAR FROM 
JANUARY IST TO 
DECEMBER 3I1sT. 


For the | For the | For the 
Ist, 2nd} 4th or | 6th or 
VESSELS ENTERING OR CLEARING WITH CARGO. and $rd| 5th further 


voyage. | voyage. | voyages, 


1. If the total number of metric tons of goods 
landed or loaded exceeds half of the nett tonnage of | Frs. cts, | Frs. cts. | Frs. cts. 
the vessel ... 0 60; 0 50; 40 

2. If the total number of metric tons of goods 
landed or loaded is equai to or less than half the nett 
tonnage or exceeds a quarter of that tonnage... 0 30; 0 25; 0 2 

3. If the total number of metric tons of goods 
landed or loaded is equal to or less than a quarter of 
the nett tonnage and exceeds a tenth of that tonnage| 0 15 | 0125] 10 

4. If the total number of metric tons of goods 
landed or loaded is igus to. or less than a tenth of 
the nett tonnage ... ods as 0 06; 0 05! O 04 


VESSELS ENTERING LOADED AND CLEARING IN 
BALLAST, OR ENTERING IN BALLAST AND 
CLEARING WITH CARGO. 


1. If the total number of metric tons of goods 
landed or loaded exceeds half of the nett tonnage of 
the vessel ... 0 50; 0 45; 0 40 

2. If the total ‘humber of metric tons of goods 
landed or loaded is equal to or less than half the nett ; 
tonnage and exceeds a quarter of that tonnage ---| O 25] 0225] 0 20 

3. If the total number of metric tons of goods 
landed or loaded is equal to or less than a quarter of 
the nett tonnage, and exceeds a tenth of that tonnage| 0125; 0 11) O 10 

4. If the total number of metric tons of goods 
landed or loaded is cont # to or less than a tenth of the 
nett tonnage ooo 0 05 | 0045! 04 


LIGHTERS WITH CARGO ENTERING THE PORT OF 
BORDEAUX WITH GOODS FROM VESSELS 
DOWN THE RIVER OR LEAVING THE PORT For all voyages. 
WITH GOODS FOR VESSELS DOWN THE RIVER 
WHEN THOSE VESSELS ARE NOT BOUND TO 
OR FROM THE PORT OF BORDEAUX. 


1. If the total number of metric tons of goods Frs. cts. 
landed or loaded exceeds half the nett tonnage of 
the lighter ... me 0 30 


2. If the total number of metric “tons of goods 
landed or loaded is equal to or less than half the nett 
tonnage and exceeds a quarter of that tonnage of 0 15 

3. If the total number of metric tons of goods 
landed or loaded is equal to or less than a quarter of 
the nett tonnage or exceeds a tenth of that tonnage... 0 075 

4. lf the total number of metre tons of gools 
landed or loaded is equal to or less than a tenth of 
the nett tonnage ... 0 030 
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Article 3.—In calculating the tonnage of these operations each 
passenger embarked or disembarked shall be considered equal to a 
ton of goods as shall also be considered each head of cattle, horses 
or mules. Each head of small animals shall be considered as equal 
to a quarter of a ton. Passengers’ luggage, including small quan- 
tities of provisions they may have with them for the voyage, shall 
not be considered as goods landed or loaded. 

These dues are levied by the customs and handed over to the 
Bordeaux Chamber of Commerce to pay off the debt on the quays 
and docks which were constructed by it. i, 

It will be seen that the new tariff does not affect vessels which 
come or go with full cargoes, but, whereas hitherto vessels partly 
laden have paid full dues of 72 centimes per register ton, by the 
new tariff vessels loading or landing cargoes of a total number of 
metric tons equal to or less than one half of the nett tonnage will 
pay 36 centimes per register ton, or if equal to or less than one 
quarter of the nett register tonnage 18 centimes per register ton, 
or if equal to or less than one tenth of the net register tonnage, 
0°72 of a franc. Inward and outward cargoes are included together 
in these calculations. 

Although the new tariff will make no difference to vessels with 
full cargoes inwards or outwards, it will act more fairly than before 
to other vessels, and it is to be hoped will attract more shipping to 
the port, which, already a dear one, can well afford to make 
concessions to increase the shipping which has fallen off so much 
of late years. 

With the exception of steamers with very short cargoes the new 
tariff will have little or no effect on the British steamers regularly 
trading to Bordeaux, as they usually carry many more tons of cargo 
than the number of their register tonnage. 


FRANCE—ALGERIA. 
New Custom House at El Aricha. 


According to a decree published in the ‘“ Journal Officiel ” of the 
2nd September last, the port of El Aricha (Algeria) has been 
opened for the importation of goods of any origin, and a custom 
house established. The same decree limits the operation of the 
customs on the western frontier of the colony. 


FRANCE—GUADELOUPE. 


Tariff modifications. 

The Board of Trade have received through the Foreign Office, 
copy of extract from the “ Journal Officiel” of the 25th August last, 
containing Presidential Decree modifying the duties on certain 

c2 


440 TARIFF CHANGES AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS. [Oct. 1898. 


foreign goods imported into the French colony of Guadeloupe as 
follows :— 


Articles. Duty. 
Fes. Cents, 

Turtles, game, and poultry ... «per 100 kilos.) 20 00 
Salt meat preserved in liquid pickle (“en saumure”’) :— 

Meat, smoked and tongues... ove 12 00 

Sea biscuit ove ” 4 40 

Maize flour 


Tobacco in the leaf ... ...  .».per 100 kilos} 250 00 

Cigars and cigarettes ... obs woe  perkilog.| 12 00 

Tobacco, cut up, and snuff... we = 6 00 

Petroleum, schist, and other mineral oils for lighting purposes, raw, 18 25 
refined, and extracts of... ove -.-per 100 kilos. 


PORTUGAL. 
Drawback on exports of refined Sugar. 


A despatch, dated 16th September last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Chargé d’Affaires at Lisbon, transmitting 
translation of a royal decree of the 10th September in virtue of 
which the 34th Article of the Preliminary Instructions of the 
General Customs Tariff of the 18th December, 1861, is altered, and 
henceforth a drawback will be given on the exportation of sugar, 
refined in Portugal, at the rate of 106 per cent. per kilogramme on 
the amount of the import duty paid on the unrefined sugar from 
which the refined article was produced. 


Spain. 
Certificates of Origin for Goods sent by Post. 


A despatch, dated 20th September last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Ambassador at Madrid, transmitting 
copy and translation of a Royal order, with reference to certificates 
of origin for articles of merchandise sent by post. 

It appears that in certain cases, articles of commerce have been 
sent through the parcel post without certificates of origin, by 
means of sending them in disconnected parts in different parcels. 

The present order states that a certificate of origin must be 
provided for every parcel containing a commercial consignment, 
whether the parcel contains the whole consignment or only a 
portion of it. 


| 
| 
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SWITZERLAND. 
Duty on Carpets made of Jute with admixture of Animal Hair. 


With reference to the high rate of customs duty imposed in 
Switzerland on British jute carpets, it has been stated that if a 
little animal hair were added in the composition of such carpets, so 
as to enable the Swiss customs to class them as “ mixed,” they 
would probably then be admitted at the rate of 25 francs instead 
of 50 francs per 100 kilos. 

It has been pointed out that the winter severity of Switzerland, 
with the thrifty and prosperous character and condition of its 
people would render that country an especially good market for the 
article in question when the heavy duty is reduced. 


UnitTep States. 
Customs Decisions. 


The following decisions relating to the classification of articles 
in the customs tariff, and the application of the customs laws of 
the United States, have recently been given by the authorities in 
that country :— 

Electric carbons are dutiable at the rate of 90 cents per one 
hundred, under paragraph 98 of the Act of 1897. 

Ground sulphur in sacks is exempt from duty under paragraph 
674, Act of 1897, as sulphur not otherwise provided for; and 
sulphur in barrels free of duty under the same paragraph as crude 
sulphur. 

Ground olive nuts are liable to duty as a drug advanced in value 
at the rate of } cent per pound and 10 per cent. ad valorem under 
paragraph 20, Act of 1897. 

Fancy soap in the form of artificial fruit is assessed for duty 
as soap at 15 cents per pound under paragraph 72, Act of 1897. 

The penalty for boarding vessels does not apply under the Act 
of August 2nd, 1882, if the vessel is not carrying passengers. 

Pepper shells are classified as spices not specially provided for, 
at the rate of 3 cents per pound under paragraph 287, Act of 1897. 

Heliographic prints are not classifiable as photographs under 
Act of 1897. 

Weldless steel tubes imported for the purpose of cutting up into 
pieces six or eight inches in length, for use as appliances in 
spinning frames, are held to be finished articles, and dutiable 
at the rate of 35 per cent. ad valorem under paragraph 152, Act 
of 1897, for “iron or steel tubes, finished.” 

Gilt cord composed of two or more metal threads twisted together 
and wound around a cotton core are dutiable at 60 per cent. 
ad valorem under paragraph 179, Act of 1897. 

Felt carpeting imported in pieces 1} yards wide and from 
70 to 80 yards long are dutiable as carpeting of wool at 50 per 
cent. ad valorem under paragraph 381, Act of 1897. 


| 
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Scrap leather of various kinds and dimensions, imported for use 
as leather, are liable to duty as leather not specially provided for, 
at 20 per cent. ad valorem under paragraph 438, Act of 1897, 
The provision “all leather” covers any that has not lost its 
identity as leather. 


Unitep 


Customs Tariff for Ports occupied by tiie United States. 


The Board of Trade have received a copy of the Monthly Summary 
of Commerce and Finance of the United States for July, 1898. 
The volume contains, in addition to the usual trade statistics, 
customs tariffs and regulations for ports in Cuba or the Philip- 
pines in possession of the United States. 

The following Presidential Order is prefixed to the two customs 

“ By virtue of the authority vested in me as Commander-in-Chief 
of the Army and Navy of the United States of America, I do hereby 
order and direct that, upon the occupation or possession of any 
ports or places in the Island of Cuba (or Philippines) by the forces 
of the United States, the following tariff of duties and taxes, to 
be levied and collected as a military contribution, and regulations 
for the administration thereof, shall take effect and be in force in 
the ports and places so occupied. 

“Questious arising under said tariff and regulations shall be 
decided by the General in command of the United States forces in 
that island. 

“Necessary and authorised expenses for the administration of 
said tariff and regulations shall be paid from the collections 
thereunder. 

“« Accurate accounts of collections and expenditures shall be kept 
and rendered to the Secretary for War. 

(Signed) McKintey.” 

Upon the occupation of any ports or places in the Island of 
Cuba (or the Islands of the Philippines) by the forces of the United 
States, the foregoing order will be proclaimed and enforced. 

These tariffs may be seen on application at the Commercial 
Department of the Board of Trade, 7, Whitehall Gardens, S.W., 
any day between the hours of 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


Unitep StaTES—PortTo-RIco. 


Regulations affecting Trade between the United States and 
Porto Rico. 

The Foreign Office have received, through H.M. Ambassador at 
Washington, copies of the customs tariffs and regulations drawn up 
for the guidance of officers detailed for the collection of duties on 
imports and exports, taxes, and other charges and exactions to be 


| 
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levied and collected as a military contribution at ports and places 
in Cuba and Porto Rico in the possession of or under the control 
of the forces of the United States. 

With regard to Porto Rico, it is stated that trade between ports 
of the United States and all ports and places in Porto Rico in 
control of the United States, and trade between ports and places 
in Porto Rico in control of the United States, shall be carried on 
in registered vessels of the United States and in no others. 

(a) Any merchandise transported in violation of this 
regulation shall be subject to forfeiture. 

(b) For every passenger transported and landed in violation 
of this regulation the transporting vessel shall be 
subject to a penalty of 200 dols. 

(c) This regulation shall not be construed to forbid the 
sailing of other than registered vessels of the United 
States with cargo and passengers between the United 
States and ports or places in Porto Rico, or between 
ports or places in Porto Rico, provided that none are 
landed, but are destined for some foreign port or 

lace. 

(d) this regulation shall not be construed to authorise 
lower tonnage taxes or other navigation charges on 
American vessels entering from the United States than 
are paid by foreign vessels from foreign countries, nor 
to authorise any lower customs charges or tariff charges 
on the cargoes of American vessels entering from the 
United States than are paid on the cargoes of foreign 
vessels entering from foreign ports. 


UnitEep StaTES—PERUv. 


Proposed Treaty of Commercial Reciprocity. 

A despatch, dated August 9th last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Legation at Lima, transmitting papers 
relating to negotiations carried on for the conclusion of a reciprocal 
commercial arrangement between the United States and Peru, 
which have recently been laid before the Peruvian Congress. 

The following is the basis on which it is proposed to arrange the 
above Treaty :— 

1. Peru will accept from the United States, free of custom 
house duty, all goods which are specified in the free list of the 
Peruvian Customs Law of December 11th, 1888. 

The United States will accept from Peru, free of custom house 
duty, all goods that are in the free list of the United States Tariff 
Bill of July 24th, 1897. 

It is understood that the articles referred to in above paragraphs 
cannot be removed from the respective free lists as far as Peru and 
the United States are concerned. 

2. Peru will allow a rebate of 20 per cent. from the custom 
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house duty at present in force, to the following importations from 
the United States :— 

Pure lard from hogs. 

Kerosene oil testing 150° or higher. 

8. The United States will allow a rebate of 20 per cent. from 
the custom house duty charge in accordance with the United 
States Tariff Bill, approved July 24th, 1897, to the following goods 
imported from Peru. 

Sugar from cane, not above No. 16 colour Dutch standard. 
Wines and brandies from grapes. 

4, Peru will also accept free of customs duty the following 
articles imported from the United States :— 

Dredges and machines for excavating, or parts thereof. 
Cotton seed oil. 
Cotton seed cake. 

5. This treaty to remain in force for two years. 

H.M. Chargé d’Affaires at Lima states that the President at Peru 
is adverse to conceding commercial privileges to the extent insisted 
upon by the United States. The granting of such extensive 
concessions would be a serious blow to our export and import 
trade with Peru, which so far as can be judged, amounted in 1897 
to over 2,500,000/., or about 50 per cent. of the whole foreign 
trade of the Republic. 

H.M. Chargé d’Affaires also drew the attention of those who are 
most interested in this matter, and who were not acquainted with 
the details of the negotiations, to the importance of the subject. 
Steps are being taken for the protection of European trade, and 
there is every reason to believe that the almost exclusive privileges 
demanded by the United States will not be granted. The main 
ground for this belief is that the revenue of the country, which is 
chiefly derived from customs, would be seriously affected by the 
conclusion of the arrangement in question. 


Tames on Shipping. 


With reference to an article on the new Mexican Shipping Dues 
Law, published on pages 304 to 308 of the “Board of Trade 
Journal ” for September last, a further despatch, dated 31st August 
last, has been received at the Foreign Office from H.M. Chargé 
d’Affaires at Mexico, transmitting copy of a Law of the 27th July 
last supplementing the Law referred to above as follows :— 

Article 1.—The “additional tonnage dues” established by 
clause 1 of Article 9 of the above-mentioned decree, shall be levied 
in the ports of Vera Cruz, Progreso, Fontera, and Laguna (Island 
of Carmen) and be collected by the respective custom houses, from 
the 1st October next. 

Article 2.—The additional tonnage dues shall be levied at the 
above ports at the rate of five cents per ton for sailing vessels and 
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three cents per ton for steamships; and shall be incurred by all 
vessels which may arrive at those ports on or after the 1st October 


next, even where a “ sea-going” vessel may have previously called. 


at another Mexican port. 

Article 3.—There shall likewise be levied from the 1st October 
next in the port of Vera Cruz, and be collected by the custom 
house, the “ loading and discharging ” tax provided by clause 2 of 
Article 9 of the above-mentioned decree, to which shall be subject 
the merchandise discharged from vessels arriving under the con- 
ditions given in the preceding article, as also the merchandise 
loaded on vessels which commenced this operation after September 
30th, no matter what the date of their arrival may have been. 

Article 4.—National and foreign merchandise borne in vessels 
which may arrive at the port of Vera Cruz on or after 1st October 
next shall cease to incur the “ cobertizo” tax levied in accordance 
with the decree of July 10th, 1895. 


GUATEMALA. 
Increase of 10 per cent. in Duties leviable in Gold. 


A despatch, dated 3rd September last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Minister at Guatemala, transmitting a 
report drawn up by the acting British Consul at Guatemala, on the 
we of 10 per cent. in the portion of import duties leviable in 
gold. 

The report states that the Government issued on 12th August, 
Decree No. 585, raising the import duties from 20 per cent. to 
30 per cent., payable in gold, to come into force immediately. The 
new rise of 10 per cent. is being collected by the treasury, and this 
revenue has again been pledged to a German syndicate for a new 
loan of 40,0001. 

The import duties amounted in 1896 to 7,068,000 dols. currency, 
in 1897 to only 4,470,000 dols., and in the first half of this year 
they had fallen to 1,275,000 dols., which, assuming that the second 
half-year will give equal returns, shows a total of import duties 
for 1898 of 2,550,000 dols., or a revenue from import duties 
amounting to a little more than one-third of that which was 
collected from the same source in 1896. 

The articles hitherto exempted from gold duty, i.e., yarns, flour, 
wheat and hoes have now been burdened, but with 10 per cent. only. 
(All yarns and hoes imported into Guatemala come from Great 
Britain). ‘ 

It is also stated that the National Treasury has now been called 
upon to fix the rate of exchange on gold, which works rather to 
the disadvantage of merchants, as the “ Banco de Guatemala,” 
which still collects 20 per cent. out of the total 30 per cent., will 
not even take in payment bankers’ drafts, their own included, but 
insist either on currency ata very highly increased rate of exchange 
or gold coin. 
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It may be convenient for the sake of showing exactly the mode 
in which duty is levied on imports into Guatemala to subjoin 
examples of the duty as it was when 20 per cent. of the nominal 
amount was payable in gold and of the duty as it now stands with 
30 per cent. payable in gold. Example number two will show the 
difference between duties hitherto levied on articles exempted from 
part payment in gold and the duty now leviable with the part 
payment of 10 per cent. in gold. 

Example No. 1.—(a) With 20 per cent. in gold, official rate of 
exchange on gold, 150 per cent. premium :—- 


100 kilos., gross grey at Dols. 


30 cents - 30 
Surcharge, 15 per cent. ... 4°50 
34°50 
‘20 per cent. in gold at 150 per cent... 10°35 
44°85 


(6) With 30 per cent. in gold, official rate of exchange on gold, 
computed to be 150 per cent. :— 


100 kilos., gross grey at Dols. 


30 cents 
Surcharge, 15 cent. ... a 
34°50 
30 per cent in gold at 150 per cent... .. 15°58 
50°03 
se sad No. 2.—(a) Exemption from part payment in gold :— 
: Dols. 
100 kilos. Turkey red yarns at 28 cents. vse 8B 
Surcharge 15 per cent. ... 
Dols. 32°20 


(b) With 10 per cent. payable in gold, official rate of exchange 
on gold computed to be 150 per cent. :— 


100 kilos., gross red yarns at Dols. 


28 cents. cas, 
Surcharge 15 per cent. ... 420 
32:20 
10 per cent. in gold at 150 percent. ... ©... 4°83 
Dols. 37:03 
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Note I.—The 15 per cent. surcharge is assigned as follows :— 
7 per cent. for the construction of the Northern Railway. 
4 per cent. for the construction of the new custom house. 
2 per cent. assigned to the National water works. 
2 per cent. assigned to town improvements. 

Note II.—The official rate of exchange on gold at the present 
moment is 170 per cent. and subject to fluctuations. In the 
foregoing examples it was calculated at 150 per cent. for the sake 
of comparing the actual increase of duty. 


VENEZUELA. 
Additional Local Tawes. 


“ Le Journal des Tarifs et Traités de Commerce” states that the 
municipal council of Caracas have imposed additional local taxes 
among which are the following :— 

Importers of cognac, wines and liqueurs, will pay— 


First class ous ... bolivars 4°800 
Establishments selling cognac, wines and liqueurs, retail, will 
pay— 
First class wis ... bolivars 6:000 


Third class vee 2-400 


Drinking bars wherein rum and cane brandy are consumed, and 
liqueur manufactories will pay 200 bolivars. 


NEWFOUNDLAND. 
Customs Act, 1898 ; Allowances for Tare, ke. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Colonial Office, 
copies of the following’certified documents, which have just been 
received from the Customs Department of Newfoundland. 


1. Customs Act, 1898. 2. Revenue Act, 1898. 3. Cap. 9 of. 


the Consolidated Statutes with alterations. 4. Tariff Classification 
Decisions. 5. Documents respecting certain Forms and Regula- 
tions. 6, Allowance for Tare, and regarding Standard Weights. 

Any of the above may be seen on application at the Commercial 
Department of the ‘Board of Trade, 7, Whitehall Gardens, S.W., 
any day between the hours of 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


Tariff Classifications. 


The following notifications concerning the classification of goods 
under the Customs Tariff of Newfoundland have been received at 
the Board of Trade through the Colonial Office :— 

No. 85. Malt.—F xtract of malt is not included in this item, but 
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is subject to 30 per cent. duty under item 315, being a medicinal 
tonic. 

No. 174. White cotton embroideries.—This means “ white cotton 
embroidery ” of various kinds, which is subject to 25 per cent. duty. 

Linen thread.—This is subject to 25 per cent., the same as cotton 
thread, being now classified under item 174 by virtue of section 10 
of “The Customs Act, 1898,” and art muslin is subject to 35 per 
cent. being now classified under item 136 of the tariff, by virtue of 
section 10 of “The Customs Act, 1898,” as it is chiefly used for 
curtains and similar articles, subject to the above rate by item 136. 


TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO. 
Export Tax on Islands’ Produce. 


With reference to the notice on p. 72 of the “ Board of Trade 
ournal” for July, 1897, the Board of Trade have now received 
from the Colonial Office a copy of Ordinance 23 of 1897, for 
raising funds in aid of immigration for the year 1898. 
The principal articles of the above Ordinance are as follows :— 
1, There shall be raised, levied, collected and paid for the use 
of Her Majesty, her heirs and successors, in aid of immigration 
upon the several kinds of produce hereinafter mentioned which 
shall have been raised or manufactured in the Island of Trinidad, 
and which shall be shipped for parts or places beyond the limits 
of the colony on any day between the 1st day of January and the 
31st day of December, both inclusive, of the year 1898, the several 
taxes, rates, and charges hereinafter mentioned, that is to say :— 


Upon all sugar— s. d. 
For every hogshead sue ose 4 
For every tierce... “wn 2 
For every barrel or bag 0 
Upon all molasses— 
For every puncheon és ve 
For every half puncheon ... ste ve 
For every package less than a half puncheon 
at the rate of per 100 gallons 1 
Upon all ram— 
For every puncheon 3 
Upon all cocoa— 
For every bag 1 
Upon all coffee— 
For every bag or barrel ... oes see 1 
Upon all cocoanuts— 
For every thousand des 0 5 
2. For the purposes of this Ordinance every cask whereof the 
truss is 32 inches or more shall be deemed to be a hogshead, and 
every cask whereof the truss is 18 inches and less than 32 inches 
shall be deemed to be a tierce, and every cask whereof the truss 
is less than 18 inches shall be deemed to be a barrel. 


om 
oO 0 orc bo 
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3, Where any such produce is contained in any package except 
those above mentioned, such taxes and charges shall be raised, 
levied, collected, and paid at the following rates, that is to say :— 

On sugar at the rate of 2s. 1d. for every 1 ,000 lbs. 
On rum at the rate of 3s. 4d. for every 100 gallons. 
On cocoa at the rate of 8d. for every 100 lbs. 

On coffee at the rate of 8d. for every 100 lbs. 


4. The several taxes, rates, and charges hereinbefore specified 
shall be payable by the shipper of such produce at the time of 
such shipment aforesaid, and the shipper thereof shall deliver to 
Her Majesty’s collector of customs or sub-collector in Trinidad, or 
to the officer performing the duties of Her Majesty's collector of 
customs in Tobago, an account of the produce in such form and 
containing such particulars as the governor may from time to time 
direct. 


Coast. 
Customs Tariff, 1898. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Colonial Office, 
copy of the Customs Tariff Ordinance, 1898, regulating the duties 
levied on goods imported into the colony of the Gold Coast, as 
follows :— 

PART I.—TABLE OF DUTIEs. 
& d. 
Wine, ale, ae and beer of every sort, the aie: ae or part 
thereof 2 
Brandy, gin, rum, "liqueurs, and miscellaneous spirits or strong. waters 
not being sweetened or mixed with any article so that the degree of 
strength cannot be ascertained by we Hydrometer, the imperial 


gallon or part thereof... 03 0 
And for every degree or part of a degree over proof an additional duty, 

the imperial gallon or part thereof... o 0 2 
Brandy, rum, and miscellaneous spirits or strong waters, being sweetened 

or mixed with any article so that the degree of strength cannot be 

ascertained as aforesaid, the imperial gallon or part thereof a O19 @ 
Gin and liqueurs being sweetened or mixed with any article so that the 

degree of strength cannot be ascertained as aforesaid, the imperial 

gallon or part thereof... OO 
Manufactured tobacco, cigars, or snuff, the pound or part ‘thereof 010 
Unmanufactured tobacco, the pound or part thereof ite 0 0 4 
Gunpowder, the pound or part thereof 0 0 6 
Firearms of any description, each... 
Cartridges, filled, the hundred or part thereof... see eee 0's @ 
Cartridges, unfilled, the hundred or part thereof ... ass vex ert 2 
Percussion caps, the hundred or part thereof oa Go. }-¢ 
Lead in any form, the pound or part thereof 0 0 03 


All other goods of every description, not being specially exempted in 
the second part hereof, an ad valorem duty of ten pounds sterling 
per centum on the value of the goods at the port from which the 
same shall have been imported. 

PART IJ.—TABLE OF EXEMPTIONS. 

Agricultural and gardening implements ; all goods imported by the Governor for 
his private use ; all goods imported with the sanction of the Governor for the 
use of Her Majesty's troops ; all goods imported with the sanction of the 
Governor for the service of any Public Department of the Colony ; all per- 
sonal effects when satisfactory evidence is given to the Comptroller of Customs 
that they are being re-imported after a previous importation ; animals, living, 
including poultry and game ; bags and sacks (other than dressing bags, hand 
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bags, and travellings bags) ; boats and canoes, including their tackle, such as 
masts, oars, paddles, sails, anchors, chains, &c.; books, newspapers, and printed 
matter ; coins, British and other, legally current in the Colony ; coopers’ 
stores, including casks, shooks, hoops, rivets, rushes, tenter-hooks, and all 
materials in connection therewith ; corkwood ; carriages and carts ; educa- 
tional appliances imported with the sanction of the Governor ; filters and all 
appliances for the filtration of water ; fish, fresh ; galvanised iron and slates 
when to be used for roofing purposes ; harness and saddlery ; ice ; instruments 
(a) mathematical, (4) scientific, (c) surgical ; luggage, passengers’ personal; 
machinery ; meat and game, fresh ; plants ; produce, bona fide of British West 
African Colonies ; quicksilver ; railway plant and rolling stock ; seeds ; steam 
launches, including requisite fittings ; tombstones ; tools of all kinds ; velo- 
cipedes ; water tanks. 


The “ Kwitta Customs Tariff Ordinance, 1894,” and the “ Kwitta 
Customs Tariff Amendment Ordinance, 1894,” which remain in full 
force and effect notwithstanding the provisions of this Ordinance, 
can be seen on application at the Commercial Department of 
the Board of Trade, 7, Whitehall Gardens, 8.W., any day between 
the hours of 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. Rican 


West AUSTRALIA. 
Proposed Tariff Modifications. 


The “ Australasian Trade Review ” states that, in the course of 
his Budget speech on August 18th, the Premier of West Australia 
laid on the table an amended tariff bill, which provides the follow- 
ing alterations :— 


Proposed 
Articles. Tariff of 1896. New Tariff. 
Cattle one one .-| 30s. per head 15s. per head. 

Apparel, including underclothing_.... --.| 10 per cent. 15 per cent. 
Bonnets, trimmed or untrimmed on 15 
Shirts, collars, and cuffs... 20 15 
Cheese... 3d. per lb. 2d. per lb. 
Clocks and watches on vain oes | 10 per cent. 15 per cent. 
Wooden doors... 3s. to 5s. each. 
Galvanised iron ... ane Free £1 per ton. 
Machinery and parts, all N.0.E... Free £5 
Bacons and hams... ..| 3d. per lb. 2d. per lb, 
Meat, fresh, frozen and chilled 
Salt beef and mutton ... ay 
Pianos, upright ... eve £5 each, 

» Square or grand ... ae es wen 15 per cent. £16 ,, 
Harmoniums and organs 
ose ...| 203, per ton Free. 

Soap, fancy and toilet ... aos ean ...| 208. per cwt. 
Timber, rough or sawn, not less than 15 in. 
square... 5 per cent. 10 per cent. 
hewn or sawn, N.O.E. ... 5 


| 
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i 
2 
| 
| 
i, 


Oct. 1898.] DIPLOMATIC AND CONSULAR REPORTS. 451 


XXII.—EXTRACTS FROM DIPLOMATIC AND 
CONSULAR REPORTS. 


AGRICULTURAL AND INDUSTRIAL ExuipiTion aT KieELce (Russian 
POLAND). 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, a 
report by H.M. Consul-General at Warsaw, on an industrial and 
agricultural show which took place at the beginning of last month 
at Kielce, in the Consular District of Warsaw, as follows :— 

One of the first provincial agricultural and industrial exhibitions 
which has taken place in the Kingdom of Poland, was held at 
Kielce, on September Ist, and the four following days, the exhibi- 
tion, which had originally been announced to remain open for 
three days only, being kept open for an extra two days on account 
of the large number of people who visited it. 

Such provincial exhibitions are of importance to British manu- 
facturers from two points of view, firstly, as a means of gauging 
the products of that part of the country and seeing therefrom 
opportunities of introducing their goods either to supply what is 
not produced locally or to perfect local production ; and secondly, 
as a means of bringing their goods to the notice of buyers, for 
which the number and class of visitors to the Exhibition is what is 
of importance to them to know. 

As regards the Kielce Exhibition, it is stated that the Exhibi- 
tion was visited by some 17,000 persons in all, about two-thirds of 
whom were either land-owners, farmers, or peasants whose chief 
interest lies in agricultural machinery, cattle, and country produce, 
whilst the other third of the total number of visitors were towns- 
people, either employed in factories or shops, whose interest was 
chiefly in the industrial part of the show. 

Before referring to the show itself the following details as to the 
development and relative importance of agriculture and industry 
in the Government of Kielce, may be of interest. 

Kielce, with an area of 3,897 English square miles and a popu- 
lation of 737,663, is, up to the present, an essentially agricultural 
province, there being only a few small factories of which the principal 
are two sugar refineries, two paper factories, five breweries, twenty- 
three distilleries, two soap and candle factories, two glass works, 
three tanneries, marble works, &c. 

It is, however, very likely that in the near future this Govern- 
ment will become of more importance as an industrial centre, as it 
is situated on the eastern slope of the Carpathian mountains, rich 
in iron, zinc, sulphur, sandstone, and, it is said, lead, copper, coal, 
and other minerals, which are not at present worked to any extent, 
as the Government of Kielce is less favourable situated than other 
parts of Poland for exporting its produce. 
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The show, although a greater success than was expected, if 
judged only by the number of persons who visited it, fell far short 
of what it might and should have been as a representation of the 
products of the country, as the notice given was so short and the 
arrangements were completed so late that many of the principal 
productions of the country were not exhibited at all, or not to an 
extent to give an idea of their relative importance. 

The greater part of the show was devoted to live stock. There 
were some Oldenburg, Siementhal, and Dutch Ost-Friedland cattle ; 
the sheep were mostly Southdown, Negretti, and Rambouillet ; 
the pigs, Yorkshire, all of local breeding; 152 horses were shown, 
but hardly any were farm horses, almost all being for riding or 
light draught. 

An interesting exhibit of the different kinds of woods grown in 
this government was shown by the Imperial Department of 
Forestry. In the industrial part of the exhibition were agricultural 
and other implements, enamelled iron ware, tiles, drainage pipes, 
cement, glass-ware, soap, beer, carriages, ropes, and tin-ware of 
local manufacture. 

In the agricultural section was some very fine fruit, especially 
pears, of which there were more than 100 diferent sorts. 

The Kielce marble works showed some very fine marble 
columns, floors, and vases. There were some very interesting 
specimens of the costumes worn by the peasants in different parts 
of the government, and also of the work done by them in the long 
winter evenings when there is no field work to be done, consisting 
of wood carving, straw and wicker work, woollen and cotton 
materials, rough capes and fur coats, home-made wooden pocket 
knives, various things made of marble, and a host of minor articles. 

Neither the sugar, paper, or starch factories, nor sulphur or 
plaster of paris, or even lime, of which a large quantity is exported 
to other parts, were represented at the show. 

There was only one exhibit of agricultural machinery, sent by a 
Warsaw firm, consisting of 1 harrow, 1 reaper, 1 horse rake, and 
1 shovel “Columbus” of American make; 2 ploughs, 5 sowers, 
3 thrashing machines, 1 harrow, 1 horse-motor of German make ; 
1 chaff-cutter, 1 binder of British make ; and | plough and 1 horse- 
motor of local make. 

It is difficult to point out any particular line in which it would 
have been worth while for British firms to exhibit. Something 
might be done in agricultural implements and machinery, and 
perhaps in cheap hand looms for the peasants, amongst whom the 
“ Jacquart ” loom has lately been introduced ; but at these country 
shows it is purely a question to what expense it is worth while 
going to exhibit, it being often better to visit the show to gain 
an idea of what is wanted, depending on a local agent to do the 


rest, when the expense of exhibiting would be considerable. 

A similar exhibition will, it is announced, take place next year 
at Radom, where there has never been anything of the sort and in 
which Government manufacturing interests are of more importance. 
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Tue Russtan TRADE. 


H.M. Consul at Riga, in a report to the Foreign Office received 
on lst September last, states that the egg trade at that port is 
assuming enormous proportions. In 1897, 29,842 tons were 
exported from Riga. This means that something like 430,000,000 
eggs were shipped from this corner of Russia to Western Europe 
during the year, the bulk of them finding their way to the United 
Kingdom and Germany. And it is more than probable that the 
trade will grow still larger in view of the increased facilities for 
conveyance which the railways and certain steamship companies 
are bringing into operation.—( Foreign Office Annual Series, 2185.) 


ProposeD NEW MipLanp CaNaL IN GERMANY. 


The Foreign Office have received, through H.M. Ambassador at 
Berlin, a memorandum on the proposed new Midland Canal in 
Germany, as follows :— 

The German press, during the last few weeks, has contained 
many articles on the proposed new Midland Canal in Germany, 
which it is intended to construct in order to complete the connec- 
tion between the rivers Rhine, Weser, Elbe, and Oder, in a 
direction almost due east and west from a little north of Diissel- 
dorf, on the Rhine, to Frankfort, on the Oder, via Berlin. This 
line will give a general idea of the direction to be followed. 

Some canals already in existence will form part of this route, 
but the main new waterway will be built between a point east of 
Osnabiick (on the Ems) and another point north of Magdeburg on 
the Elbe. 

The Bill embodying this general project, which has long been 
advocated, is to be laid before the “ Landtag” on its reassembling. 
This Bill is reported to ask for a grant of 20,000,000/. (400,000,000 
marks), and to include the following definite schemes :—1. The 
Midland Canal (Rhine, Weser, Elbe); 2. a canal for large ships 
from Berlin to Stettin (Oder, Havel, Spree); 3. the ‘‘ Masurische” 
Canal (in East Prussia); 4. the “ Klonditz” Canal (Upper Silesia) ; 
5. The “Teltow” Canal. The Midland Canal is intended to 
amalgamate the detached eastern and western waterways of North 
Germany, and especially to attach the Dortmund-Ems Canal to the 
waterways of the Rhine, in order to x a these latter (which have 
already a very heavy trade into the Netherlands) an outlet vid a 
German port, namely Emden. The junction to be effected of the 
waterways of North Germany will also have a great influence on the 
South German system, for the carrying out of the present project 
will place the Rhine-Main-Danube connection in direct communi- 
cation with all the streams of North Germany. 

The German Emperor recently publicly stated in a speech at 
Hanover that such a Canal Bill would be laid before the 
“ Landtag ” on their reassembling, and indications are not wanting 
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to show that a great effort will soon be made to very greatly extend 
the waterways of Germany. 

The ‘‘Norddeutsche Zeitung” of the 14th September had a 
rather significant article on the subject of “ Railways and Canals,” 
which purported to give the substance of another article in the 
“‘ Newspaper of the German Railway Union,” and may, therefore, 
be considered to have an official “imprimatur.” Its substance was 
as follows :— 

In consequence of the extraordinary development of traffic, it is 
no longer possible for the railways to carry out the enormous 
work thrown upon them ; it will, therefore, be necessary to lighten 
the burden by constructing canals. The German Government 
have always been of the opinion that a railway system does not 
exclude a system of waterways ; on the contrary, the two complete 
one another and work well together. As early as January 4th, 
attention was called to this project in the ‘“ Reichsanzeiger.” 
Since then the Minister of Agriculture has declared that the 
building of canals forms part of his policy. The Minister of 
Railways also stated that the assistance of the waterways was 
necessary to the railways in order to be able to deal with the 
enormously increasing traffic; and finally the German Emperor 
has confirmed all these indications by stating that a new Canal 
Bill will be brought forward this winter. 


New FREE HaARBouR AT STETTIN. 


A report, dated 27th September last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office, from H.M. Consul at Stettin, on the New Free 
Harbour at that port opened on the 27th September Jast by H.I.M. 
the Emperor of Germany. 

H.M. Consul states that the eastern arm is the completed portion 
of the harbour. It is 1,203 metres in length, the breadth within 
the eastern arm 100 metres, with a depth of 7 metres. The east 
quay is 1,203 metres long, and the west quay 627 metres long, 
leaving inside the entrance a swinging place for ships with a 
diameter of 190 metres ; this diameter does not approach either side 
of the harbour by 20 metres in order that vessels may swing clear 
of the quay walls. 

On the quay are 15 cranes of 1,500 kilograms (3,000 lbs.) lifting 
power, two cranes of 2,500 kilogs. (5,000 lbs.) lifting power, with 
one crane of 5,000 kilogs. (10,000 Ibs.) lifting power, also six 
capstans with 1,000 kilogs. (2,000 Ibs.) traction. For use at the 
warehouse are two cranes of 1,500 kilogs. (3,000 lbs.) lifting power, 
six purchase lifting cranes of 1,500 kilogs. (3,000 lbs.) effective 
power, also six winches of 1,500 kilogs. (3,000 lbs.) lifting power. 

There are two large receiving sheds completed which have each 
a length of 182 metres and a breadth of 30 metres, and an area of 
5,460 square metres. When the free harbour is entirely com- 
pleted there will be eight more such sheds which altogether will 


Oct. 1898.] DIPLOMATIC AND CONSULAR REPORTS. _ 465 


cover an area of 54,600 square metres; there will therefore even- 
tually be 10 such sheds, eight of which have to be built. 

At present there is only one warehouse completed which is 
immediately opposite the shed on the land side; the length is 182 
metres, and the breadth 20 metres, and it covers an area of 3,640 
o gots metres; there will be eventually 8 such warehouses, seven 
of which have to be built, covering altogether an area of 29,120 
square metres. 

The entire harbour is under the control of the customs officials. 

The total area of the whole free harbour is 61 hectares, of which 
20°37 hectares is water. At present the completed portion of the 
harbour basin is 15°13 hectares. 

The cost of the harbour as at present constructed amounts to 
12,562,500 marks (628,125/.). 

It is stated that the western arm will be completed for shipping 
in about four years from the present time. 


Repuction or Raitway FREIGHTS FOR SHIPBUILDING 
MATERIALS IN GERMANY. 


A memorandum has been received at the Foreign Office, from 

the Commercial Attaché to H.M. Embassy in Berlin, stating that 
the last yearly report of the Union of Hamburg Shipping Companies 
makes the following statement with regard to the reduction of 
railway freights for materials for shipbuilding. 
_ After mentioning the great advantages that will accrue to the 
shipbuilding yards of Germany through the passing of the naval Bill, 
it goes on to say that an evident and important result of the Spanish- 
American war is the very different position which the United States 
will now assume in the affairs of the East, and especially in China 
and Japan. ‘This alteration of her power of influence will now 
necessitate a further increase of protection for German interests 
by sea in Eastern trade, or rather a more rapid carrying out of the 
naval programme already passed. 

One of the most important considerations for the German 
Empire is to make the building of ships there as cheap as possible, 
and to this end all possible measures should be taken. As is well 
known, the question of reduced freight on the state railways plays 
a prominent part in connection with this subject. At last, after 
many years of strenuous effort, there has lately been made a step 
in advance in this respect, inasmuch as a new reduced tariff for 
iron for shipbuilding has come into force during this year, which 
is also applicable to articles going to seaports when destined 
for the building, repairing, or fitting out of vessels for river traffic. 
It is nevertheless certain that the reduced rates already granted 
are not nearly sufficiently reduced in order to be able to satis- 
factorily compete with the United States. 

It is therefore essential that new negotiations should be entered 
into with the state railways for further reductions for the transport 
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of materials for shipbuilding; and such a movement should be 
strongly supported by the Admiralty, whose interest in this 
matter ought to be able to effect the necessary changes. 


PROPOSED ESTABLISHMENT IN BERLIN OF A GOVERNMENT OFFICE 
FOR TESTING MATERIALS. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, 
copy of a memorandum by the Commercial Attaché to H.M. 
Embassy at Berlin, on the proposed establishment of a Govern- 
ment office for testing materials, as follows :— 

During the sitting of the Reichstag on the 29th of last January, 
a resolution was passed to beg the Imperial Chancellor to lay before 
the House a proposal to establish a Government office for testing 
different kinds of materials. The Minister of the Interior, Graf 
von Posadowsky, during the debate that took place recognised the 
necessity for such an institution, and only expressed the doubt as 
to whether the Government should itself erect a new testing office 
or whether further sums should be granted to the Royal Prussian 
Experimental Institute for this purpose. 


THe GERMAN CoKE INDUSTRY. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, 
copy of a memorandum drawn up by the Commercial Attaché to 
H.M. Embassy at Berlin, on the present condition of the German 
coke industry. 

The memorandum states that an interesting article on the de- 
velopment of the German coke trade has appeared in the “‘ Stahl und 
Eisen ” for July, of which the following is a short summary :— 

The production of coke in Germany, since 1890, has increased 
by more than 3} million tons, or by 55 per cent.; and this does 
not include coke produced in North German and Rhenish West- 
phalian works, nor in various cement factories. The districts here 
included are the following:—Ruhr, Upper and Lower Silesia, 
Saar, Berg neighbourhood near Aachen, Obern Kirchen, and the 
Kingdom of Saxony. If all other coke were included, the coke 
production of Germany would for 1897 be certainly about 12 million 
tons. But from the above-named districts only, the advance— 
from 1890 to 1897—has been from 6,411,520 to 9,960,740 tons. 
It is in the Ruhr district that the chief coke production occurs, 
which shows a development from 341,033 tons in 1870 to 5,562,503 
in 1895. From a table attached to the report it appears that the 
value has risen from 21 million marks in 1885 to 76 millions in 
1897, or by 262 per cent. - 

Of the estimated 12 millions of coke turned out in 1897, about 
9 remained in the country and only 3 went abroad, which, however, 
includes Luxemburg. The German article goes on to give other 
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data on the subject of methods of production; and, finally, two 
other diagrams are given of the number of tar-ovens and of the 
price-curves of side products. 


CoMMERCIAL EDUCATION IN GERMANY. 


A despatch, dated 3rd September last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Ambassador at Berlin, enclosing a 
memorandum by Mr. Harris Gastrell, Commercial Attaché to the 
Embassy, relating to the progress of commercial education in 
Germany, with special reference to a new course about to be started 
at the Commercial High School at Aachen, as follows :— 

The “ Reichsanzeiger” of the 30th August gives the following 
account of a special new course of commercial education, lasting 
over two years, which is to be started in October of this year at the 
“Technical High School” at Aachen. 

This course covers all the points that should be covered by a 
commercial high school. Two separate branches of study are 
provided for; the purely commercial branch and the “technical 
commercial ” branch. 

The former comprises commercial law, geography, the law of 
exchanges, bankrupty, insurance, banking, &c., besides ordinary 
subjects. 

The latter includes chemical and mechanical technology, &c., in 
addition to ordinary ground-work. 

For both there are many other lectures on law subjects, know- 
ledge of commercial commodities, ordinary arithmetic, insurance, 
mathematics, and, especially, on foreign languages. 

There are 32 separate lectures, not including languages and 
shorthand, in which are included eight on various subjects of 
political economy. With these lectures are combined practical 
work in the subjects lectured upon. 

The students who take up this so-called “ scientific-commercial ” 
(handelswissensehaftliche) course enter under the same conditions 
as ordinary applicants. 

It will also be attempted to give students practical technical 
work in various branches of trade. 


Minina Ricuts TOGOLAND. 


A despatch, dated 27th August last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Chargé d’Affaires at Berlin, reporting 
that an Imperial Decree was published in the “ Reichanzeiger” of 
August 26th, by which the provisions of the Decree of the 2nd 
July, 1888, respecting jurisdiction in the Protectorates of Togo 
and the Cameroons, are suspended in so far as they refer to mining 
rights in Togo; and these matters are left, until further notice, to 
the discretion of the Imperial Chancellor, and, with his sanction, 
of the governor. 


458 DIPLOMATIC AND CONSULAR REPORTS. [Oct. 1898, 


TRADE OF PoRTUGAL IN 1898. 


A despatch, dated 10th September last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Chargé d’Affaires at Lisbon, transmitting 
a translation from the “Jornal do Commercio” of an article 
commenting on the trade statistics of Portugal for the five months 
January—May, 1898, as compared with the corresponding period 
of 1897. 

The article states that on comparing the customs’ receipts 
during the five months above referred to of 1898 with those for 
the same period in 1897, it is seen that in the current year the 
imports were 4,468,638]. or 174,936/. more than in 1897; the 
exports were 2,584,302/. or 31,302/. more than in 1897; and the 
re-exportation of colonial articles 953,712/. or 439,5601. more 
than in 1897. : 

‘In the period January—May, 1898, the value of the imports of 
live animals was 65,934. greater than in the corresponding period 
of 1897; raw materials for industrial purposes shows an increase 
of 389,166/.; yarns, tissues, felt and respective manufactured 
articles of 72,372/.; apparatus, instruments, machinery and utensils 
for the purposes of science, arts and industry of 74,8141., and 
sundry manufactured articles of 60,828/.; but articles of food 
decreased 493,284. 

This statement is undeniably favourable. It shows an increase of 
importation in all the items mentioned except in articles of food, 
and the decrease in the latter does not imply a depression in the 
power of consumption in the country, inasmuch as there was an 
increase in the consumption of rice, sugar, coffee, tea and cod-fish ; 
it is accounted for by the increased cultivation of cereals as shown 
by the decrease of 543,6781. in the importation of foreign cereals. 

The increase of consumption of rice, sugar, coffee, tea and 
cod-fish amounted to 77,034/., and the quantity was about 3,730 
tons. 

The items of receipts from raw materials and machinery are 
quite characteristic of the development of the national industry. 
The increase of the former is 389,166]. and in the weight 680 tons, 
and of the latter 82,806]. and 219 tons in the weight, and the 
increase in raw materials is estimated at 26 per cent., and that in 
machinery at 48 per cent. 


CERTIFICATES OF ORIGIN IN SPAIN. 


, A despatch, dated 13th September last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Ambassador at Madrid, transmitting 
copy and translation of a petition presented to the Minister of 
Finance by several trade protection societies, on the subject of 
certificates of origin, as follows :— . 

An appeal has been made to the Ministry of Finance, signed by 
the Society for the protection of National Work (Fomento del 
trabajo nacional), The Mercantile Union Club (Cireulo de la Union 
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Mercantil), The Manufacturers’ League of Catalonia (Liga de Pro- 
ductores del Principadu de Cataluna), The League for the Industrial 
and Commercial Defence of Barcelona (Liga de Defensa Industrial 
y Commercial de Barcelona), The Industrial Centre of Catalonia and 
Custom House Agents’ Association (Centro Industrial de Cataluna 
y Asoctacion de Agentes de Aduanas), soliciting the modification of 
the laws in force regarding certificates of foreign origin. The 
following is the substance of the petition :— 

1, That a royal decree be issued giving an account of the laws 
enacted regarding certificates of origin, and ordering the publica- 
tion of an official model for each one of the various forms of 
declaration. 

2. That notice be given to the Spanish consuls abroad not to 
legalise any certificate of origin that is not worded according to 
the official model. 

3. To re-establish the regulation which existed in 1886, by which 
as soon as a certificate of origin had been accepted by the custom 
house, the importers, commission merchants or agents were 
entirely exempted from all administrative responsibility. 

4. To allow the interested party to suspend the payment of 
duty and the removal of the goods, if during despatch it is noticed 
that the certificate of origin has defects that make it invalid. That 
the proper corrections can be made on the understanding that 
there is no intention of excusing a wrong declaration or evading 
or diminishing any penalty incurred. 

5. In case of a dispute as to the classification of goods that 
require certificate of origin the certificate presented is to remain 
valid to prove the origin of the goods, whichever party may be 
correct, without further rectifications. 

6. Faults or deficiencies in stating the consignees or the desti- 
nation are to be made good at the place at which duty is paid by 
the receiver of the merchandise by means of a declaration signed 
on the certificate itself. 


SuLPHUR TRADE. 


According to information received at the Foreign Office from 
H.M. Consul at Palermo, the following table shows the condition 
of the Sicilian sulphur trade on July 31st in each of the years 
1894-1898 inclusive :— 


‘Amount exported 
Amount exported”). 

Years. during the month | 
ended 31st July. July. 
Cantals. Cantals, 
1894 ... coe see eee 322,759 3,052,514 
ove ove oes eee 249,978 2,857,152 
1896 ... one ove 273,981 3,221,918 


NoTe.—13 cantals = 1 ton. 


| 


= 
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On July 31st, 1898, the stocks in hand in the whole of Sicily 
amounted in the aggregate to 1,918,391 cantals. 


Evectric Mountain IN SWITZERLAND. 


A despatch, dated September 22nd last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Minister at Berne reporting the opening 
on September 19th of the first section, two kilometres long, of the 
electric railway by which it is intended to convey tourists from the 
top of the Wenyern Alp to the summit of the Jungfrau Peak. 

According to a speech delivered on the occasion by Mr. Guyer 
Zeller, chief promoter of the scheme, there remain still ten kilo- 
metres of line and tunnelling, and these he expects to accomplish 
in six years from now. 

The cost of the work has been variously estimated at from 
400,000/. to 800,000. 


STEEL Mitus CoMBINATION” IN THE UNITED STATES. 


A report, dated 25th August last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Consul at Chicago, stating that by an 
agreement lately arrived at, the steel mills of Illinois and Minnesota, 
have combined with a capital of 20,000,000/. sterling, and that 
this probably is the prelude to further additions to the combine, 
which aims at making a big steel trust. 

The Carnegie Mills are spoken of as having been approached to 
that end, but as far as can be ascertained have not as yet joined. 

This movement in the steel industry is noticeable, owing to the 

e orders lately placed in the States by Japan for steel rails, 
which it is said are to be executed by the Carnegie Company at 
the Homestead Steel Works, Pennsylvania, whilst the Company 
ordering is styled the Japan and China Trading Company of Great 
Britain. For a long time the attention of British manufacturers 
has been called to German competition, whilst the increasing 
export trade of manufactured goods from the United States has to 
a certain extent been overlooked, and this trade is increasing so 
rapidly that it is daily taking hold of the markets which have beeu 
hitherto in the hands of British traders ; and no harm can therefore 
be done by calling the attention of British manufacturers to its 

wing and active competition, especially in the East. One of 
the reasons for the preference for American goods over British is 
the finish and get up of the United States articles, which, without 
detriment to strength, are made as light as possible, and suited to 
Eastern workmen. 


CoMPETITION WITH BritisH CoAL IN BRAZIL. 


A despatch, dated 25th August last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Consul-General at Rio de Janeiro, who, 
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as an example of the injury to British trade which too often results 
from the repeated industrial strikes in the United Kingdom, 
encloses a notice published in the “ Brazilian Review” on the 
23rd August last, wherein reference is made to the strong chance 
of the owners of the Pocahontas Mines in Virginia, United States 
of America, finding a favourable opportunity to introduce their 
coal into the Brazilian market in substitution of Cardiff coal, the 
regular supply of which in the future is, in the face of the recent 
prolonged strike of the colliers, looked upon as no longer certain. 

Seeing that the annual average import of coal at Rio is about 
500,000 tons, 95 per cent. of which comes from England, the 
subject deserves the serious consideration of those interested in 
the coal industry of Great Britain. 

The article referred to, states that Mr. J. J. Hobbs, representative 
in Brazil, and the River Plate of Messrs, Castner, Curren & Bullit 
of Philadelphia, the Company’s exclusive and universal agents, has 
already started agencies in the Plate, and made arrangements for 
supplying the Western of Buenos Ayres and other railways, and 
expects to establish an agency in Rio to push the business. 

No better opportunity could be found than the present moment 
when consumers are smarting from the loss and inconvenience of 
the Cardiff strike. 

This coal is said to be quite as good as the best Cardiff steam, 
and the fact that two-thirds of the coal used by the United States 
navy during the present war operations is from Pocahontas mines 
fully bears out the statement. 

In addition it is supplied for use of the British Admiralty at 
Kingston (Jamaica), Sta Lucia, and Bermudas, and is used by 
the great English companies, White Star and Cunard, for their 


return voyages, the fastest time yet made having been done with” 


Pocahontas coal. 


DELAY IN DISCHARGING CARGO AT PERNAMBUCO. 


A despatch, dated 11th August last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Chargé d’Affaires at Rio de Janeiro 
enclosing a memorandum on the delays alleged to occur in the 
discharge of cargo at the port of Pernambuco, as follows :— 

1. The Custom House Wharf is stated to be large enough to 
accommodate the trade of the port, but to be inadequately pro- 
vided with the necessary means of doing so, especially as regards 
truck lines and entrances to the warehouses which receive the 

oods. 
r There are two steam cranes and several hand cranes, but most 
of the latter are said to be broken down. 

2. Mode of discharge.—It is said to be rare for more two 
lighters to discharge in one day at the wharf, say 150 tons of cargo, 
and that the discharge is frequently prolonged by the necessity of 
discharging in two different places at the wharf from the same 
lighter. 


| 

| 

i} 

| 
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The sand alongside the wharf appears to have silted up to such 
an extent that the lighters are almost dry at low water, and have 
therefore to wait for another tide in order to move to a second 
place to finish discharge. 

The work of discharging lighters is, it seems, stopped at an 
early hour during the afternoon, to allow of the cargo (which has 
been discharged in the forenoon) being received inside the ware- 
houses. This is said to be owing to the system of discharging the 
cargo on the wharf en bloc, and then sorting it out and weighing 
it, instead of the goods being run immediately into the ware- 
houses. 

This applies to the discharge of cargo into the Custom House ; 
but with regard to cargo despatched “sobre agna” (that is, cargo 
which is examined in the lighters alongside the Custom House 
Wharf, which then proceed to different places outside the Custom 
House for discharge), great delay frequently arises owing to the 
extreme slowness with which the cargo is examined and des- 
patched. 

It would appear from an extract from the “ Journal do Recife ” 
of the 26th July last, that dissatisfaction with the present state of 
affairs in the Custom House is not only expressed by foreign 
shippers but by the local business firms. 
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XXIII.—GENERAL TRADE NOTES. 


SHIPPING THROUGH THE SUEZ CANAL. 


The “Canal de Suez Bulletin” recently published tables show- 
ing that the total number of vessels passing through the canal in 
the month of June last was 306, of a gross tonnage of 1,107,059 
tons. 

Of these 306 vessels 212 were British, with a gross tonnage of 
780,127 tons; 27 German, 102,590 tons ; 15 French, 63,959 tons ; 16 
Dutch, 41,379 tons; 5 Russian, 27,473 tons; 6 Austro-Hungarian, 
23,757 tons; 4 Italian, 14,933 tons; 3 Japanese, 14,231 tons; 5 
Norwegian, 11,184; 5 Ottoman, 9,964 tons; 4 Egyptian, 6,682 
po 1:Spanish, 4,915 tons; 2 Danish, 4,894 tons; and 1 Greek, 

71 tons. 


THe BrELFast LINEN TRADE. 


According to the report of the Belfast Linen Trade Board as 
published in the “Irish Textile Journal,” a steady if moderate 
improvement characterised the market during August, and with 
the close of the month the turn for the better was if anythin 
further accentuated. Prices all round ruled firm, with upw 
tendency both in yarns and cloth. 

European trade in bleached and finished linens was much on 
the same scale as in July. Orders were by no means plentiful, 
but, everything considered, there was as much doing as could 
reasonably be expected. According to the Board of Trade returns 
for August, the value of the exports of piece goods to Germany 
was 14 per cent. better than for the same month last year. On 
the other hand, France shows a falling-off of 21 per cent., Italy 
28 per cent., and Spain and Canaries 88 per cent. 

_ The improving tone of the United States trade noted in the 
month of July was well maintained. The total value of the 
exports for August amounted to 140,796/., against 33,1691. for the 
same month last year, an improvement of 324 per cent. The 
shipments for August, 1897, were, however, much below the 
average, as trade was upset by the tariff changes in progress about 
that time. 

The volume of business with Canada continued to show a grati- 
fying expansion, the August shipments being 28 per cent. better 
in value than for the corresponding month last year. 

The Argentine showed a recovery of 71 per cent., Brazil nearly 
6 per cent., and Australia 8 per cent., the foreign West Indies on 
the other hand showing a decrease of 89 per cent. 


Kew GarDENS BULLETIN. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Director of the 
Royal Gardens at Kew, copies of the Kew Gardens Bulletin for. 
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October, containing an interesting monograph on Para rubber 
(Hevea brasiliensis) and various miscellaneous notes on botanical 
subjects. 


GERMAN TRADE IN ANILINE DyEs. 


The American Commercial Agent at Bamberg reports that the 
German chemical industry has largely increased its Transatlantic 
exportations during the last few years. In 1889, German 
chemicals sent abroad were valued at 11,208,300/. In 1896, they 
were worth 16,073,000/., an increase of more than 43 per cent. 
within seven years. 

One-third of the total increase is due to the heavy exportation 
of German aniline colours. They rose from 1,904,100/. in 1889 
to 3,322,300/. in 1897, the imports remaining stationary at about 
188,540/. This result is all the more remarkable because it was 
achieved, as in almost every other case, in spite of lower prices ; 
for in 1889, the weight of the aniline colours exported amounted 
only to 6,975 tons, while in 1897 it reached 17,639 tons. The 
quantity exported in 1897 was therefore two and one-half times 
that of 1889, while the value was far from being doubled. German 
aniline colours have, indeed, conquered the whole world; they 
are to be found in every country of the globe. 

The heaviest consumer is America. The United States imported 
last year 39,008 double centners* of aniline colours; Great 
Britain’s imports rose to 35,750 double centners; Austria- 
Hungary bought 16,595 double centners; China, 13,855 double 
centners ; Japan, 5,077 double centners ; Belgium, 8,284 double 
centners ; British East Indies, 8,066 double centners ; and Italy, 
9,823 double centres. France, Denmark, Holland, Russia, 
Sweden, and Switzerland are also good customers for German 
aniline colours, and Greece, Norway, Portugal, Roumania, Spain, 
Turkey, Brazil, Canada, Mexico, and British Australia buy their 
aniline colours in the German market. That the consumption 
of this article is largely increasing in Germany itself is shown 
by the falling off in the consumption of indigo, which is imported 
from abroad. 


Tue Merric System IN GREECE. 


The “ Bollettino delle Finanze ” reports that the Greek Minister 
of the Interior has addressed a circular to the municipal authorities 
of the kingdom to the effect that it has been decided to introduce 
into Greece the metric system as regards the measures of length, 
weight, and capacity. 

To minimise as far as possible the difficulties attending the 
introduction of the new system it has been decided that the change 
shall be a gradual one, commencing with measures of length. 


* The double centner, or double German hundredweight, is equivalent to 100 
kilograms, or 22°46 pounds. 


. 
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The “ Bollettino ” adds that the decision has given the greatest 
satisfaction in commercial circles, where it is recognised how much 
the new system will simplify the conduct of affairs. 


British TRADE IN THE PHILIPPINES. 


A report, dated 17th July last, has been received at the 
Admiralty from the Captain of H.M.S. “ Immortalité,” transmittin 
the following table showing the amount of duties (import ae 
export) paid to the Customs at Manila by British, Swiss, and 
German houses respectively, during the period January, 1897, to 
April, 1898, inclusive :— 


B Amount of Duties paid at Manila, 
y January, 1897, to April, 1898. 


Dols. 


British ... eee 3,364,684 


Swiss... eee 735,692 
German ... 546,324 


Total dols. ... ova 4,646,700 


From the above table it will be seen that British merchants 
have paid duties amounting to over two millions of dollars in 
excess of the combined Swiss and German merchants. Retail 
stores and drug shops are not included in the foregoing lists. 


THe MANUFACTURE OF CIGAR IN THE UNITED 


The “Manufacturer” states that, according to a leading cigar-box 
manufacturer of New York, there are something like fourteen 
million cigar boxes used in the United States annually. About 
nine-tenths of that number are made in New York city, where the 
trade rivals the clothing industry in point of capital invested and 
the number of people employed. The material out of which the 
best boxes are made comes principally from Cuba, and is known as 
Spanish cedar. The recent war with Spain has shortened the 
supply and increased the price of the article to such an extent that 
many boxmakers whose stock of cedar was small when the war 
began have been compelled to use a cheaper and less desirable grade 
of wood for the purpose. Cigar manufacturers and connoisseurs 
insist that it spoils a fine cigar to put it in any box not made of 
genuine Spanish cedar. The wood always retains the flavour of a 
good cigar, some claiming, indeed, that it improves the flavour. 

‘Attempts made to use cedar grown in the United States for 
cigar boxes have not been very successful. The Florida and South 
American cedar contains a peculiar gum that melts when the wood 
as exposed to the heat of a store or house, and thus the labels and 
sometimes the cigars in a box are spoiled. 


‘466 GENERAL TRADE NOTES. [Oct. 1898, 


THE AMERICAN EaG TRADE. 


Eggs first appeared separately classified among the domestic 
exports in the United States Treasury reports in 1884, The 
“ Manufacturer ” states that the exportation of eggs for that 
year is given at 294,484 dozens, worth 13,0751. Of this 
amount 240,623 dozens went to Quebec, Ontario, Manitoba, 
and the North-west Territories. By 1888 the exports of this 


-article were 419,701 dozens, valued at 13,9001., of which about 


‘two-thirds went to the same British North American provinces. 
After this there was a gradual decline in the trade from year 


‘to year, till in 1891 it amounted to 363,116 dozens, valued 


at 13,387/. For the next year the figures were approximately 
one-half this amount, and in 1893 they went still lower, 
reaching 143,489 dozens, worth 5,728/. Between 1896 and 1897 
there was an enormous gain from 328,485 dozens to 1,300,183 
dozens, valued at 10,0701. and 37,7001. Of this gain of nearly 
1,000,000 dozens, over 950,000 dozens was in the exports to Cuba. 
The total for the fiscal year 1898 shows a very large gain over that 
for 1897, although the tables thus far compiled and published do 
not show where the gain occurred. There were exported in the 
fiscal year 1898, 2,754,810 dozen eggs, or over twice as many as 
in 1897, and these had a value 93,4101. 

As the systems of refrigeration on shiphoard are developed there 
seems to be no reason why this should not become an important 
branch of export trade. Eggs are even now carried from Australia 
to London and put on the markets in such condition that they 
pass readily for new laid eggs. Germany imports each year an 
increasing number of these important articles of food from countries 
widely distant. Efforts are now being made to push the trade in 
this product between England and Russia (see p. 453 of this issue). 
It will not be long till the world’s egg supply will be drawn from 
all countries in which they can be produced, without any regard 
for the distance separating the hen and the market. 


THe AMERICAN IRON BEDSTEAD INDUSTRY. 


The “Iron Age” states that the manufacture of iron bedsteads 
is an industry which is rapidly growing into prominence among 
the minor outlets for iron and steel. While furniture of this 
character is not new, the development of the business is clearly a 
matter of very recent history. For a long time the iron bedstead 
was an article associated with reformatories or other public institu- 
tions and seldom found its way into a private dwelling. The rapid 
adoption of brass bedsteads in furnishing houses some years since 
brought about almost simultaneously the use of enamelled iron as a 
lower priced substitute. The seal of fashion once stamped on this 
article made its use grow with wonderful rapidity. Thousands of tons 
of tubing, angles and other iron and steel shapes are now annually 
used in this industry, which seems capable of expansion consider- 


q 
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ably beyond its present extent. It is claimed that the most 
important seat of this industry is Chicago and its immediate 
vicinity, although important factories are building up in many 
other parts of the country. 


CoMMERCIAL IMPORTANCE OF VIEQUE. 


The “ Manufacturer,” in a note on the island of Vieque (Spanish 
West Indies), says that it is situated thirteen miles east of Porto 
Rico, and is twenty-one miles long and six miles wide. The land 
is very fertile and adapted to the cultivation of almost all the 
fruits and vegetables that grow in the West Indies. Cattle are 
raised and sugar is cultivated. It has a population of some 6,000. 
The town, Isabel Segunda, is on the north, and the port is unsafe 
in times of northerly wind, like all the anchorages on that side; 
the few ports on the south are better, the best being Punta Arenas. 
Not long ago there were two importing and exporting houses on 
the island of Vieque, but, on account of the long period of drought 
and the high duties on foreign imported goods, trade has decreased 
to local consumption only. All supplies are brought from San 
Juan, the majority being of American origin. The climate is fine, 
it is said, and may be considered healthy. 


Deposits or Tin MExIco. 


“Le Monde Economique” states that discoveries of several 
deposits of tin have been made in Mexico, principally in the States 
of Guanajuate, San Luis Potosi, and Sonora. The heights of the 
Sierra de la Estanera, in the mining district of Comanja (State of 
San Luis Potosi), contains tin ore which assays 70 per cent. to 
75 per cent. of metal. In the State of Durango, also, tin is met 
with in considerable quantities, which, if properly treated, would 
yield 35 per cent. to 75 per cent. of metal, often under the form of 
oxides. 


Copyricgut Law or Mexico. 


The copyright law of Mexico (according to a report of the United 
States Consul at the City of Mexico) establishes that for legal effect 
there will be no distinction between Mexicans and foreigners, pro- 
vided the work in question be published in Mexico. The author 
enjoys the copyright during his life; at his death it goes to his 
heirs. Consequently, it is a right which he can dispose of as any 
other kind of property in his possession. By prescription, however, 
his right expires in the course of ten years. 

The law concedes to the author the right of publishing transla- 
tions of his works, but in this case he must declare whether he 
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reserves his right to one or to all languages. This right is granted 
for ten years to authors who do not reside in Mexico and who 
publish their works abroad. 

In order to acquire the copyright, the author, translator, or editor 
must apply personally or by his representative to the Department 
of Public Instruction, making note.that he reserves his rights and 
accompanying same with two copies of his work. 

All authors, translators, and editors should put their names, the 
date of publication, and notice of their copyright in a prominent 
place of said copies. 

If it be desired to obtain copyrights of some work of music, 
engraving, lithograph, or the like, two copies must also be sent. 
If it be a work of architecture, painting or sculpture, a sample of 
the drawing or a plan, giving dimensions and all other details 
which characterise the original, shall be presented. 

A foreign author not resident in Mexico must send power of 
attorney, drawn before a notary public and certified by a Mexican 
consul. ‘This in its turn has to be legalised by the State Depart- 
ment of Mexico-and protocolised, duly translated. For these 
operations *25 dols. is charged, and 25 dols. more for the work to 
be done in obtaining the copyright, including the value of federal 
stamps, which have to be attached to the writing filed before 
the Department of Public Instruction, Hence for the whole there 
is charged 50 dols. Mexican currency. 


CoLOMBIAN STATISTICS. 


The “ Board of Trade” have received a copy of a work by Messrs. 
Ricardo Nunez and Henry Jalhay on the Republic of Colombia, 
having regard to its physical configuration, history, political organi- 
sation, agriculture, trade, industry, &c., of that country. 

The book contains much matter of general interest, besides 
information of special importance to traders and others having 
business connections with the United States of Colombia, including 
a customs tariff of import duties brought up to date with all the 
modifications &c. introduced since its issue in 1886. There is a 
chapter giving detailed information on the navigable rivers, one on 
the trade routes of the interior, and one on immigration. 


New Mountain Raltway In SUMATRA. 


The “ Bollettino delle Finanze” reports that a mountain railway 
has been recently in operation in Sumatra, the first of its kind and 
length which has ever been constructed for purely industrial pur- 
poses. This line was not finished without many difficulties, chief 


* A Mexican dollar (par value) = 4s, 2d., but varies, accordiag to exchange’ 
from 2s. upwards. 
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among which was the fact that it traversed regions hitherto almost 
unknown. It crosses the Barisan range of mountains and forms 
part of the State Railway system of Sumatra. The locomotives for 
the line were built at Stuttgardt. The average speed attained is 
8 miles an hour, the total length of the line is 19 miles, the 
greatest height attained is 1,290 metres with an incline of 8 per 
cent. at most, the radius of the greatest bend being 164 metres. 
The railway has been constructed expressly for the transport of the 
coal of the rich deposits near the river Ombilien to the new port of 
Pedang. 


WatcH-MAKING IN JAPAN. 


There were imported into Japan in 1897, according to a French 
Consular report, 305,895 watches, valued at 1,901,813 yen. Of 
these 274,103, valued at 1,631,984 yen, came from Switzerland, or 
89 per cent. of the total number and 87 per cent. of the total value. 
The United States stood next to Switzerland, with 18,469 watches, 
valued at 219,221 yen. There was a decrease in the number of 
watches sent to Japan in 1897 as compared with 1896, but an 
increase in value. The imports for 1896 were 348,815 watches, 
worth 1,897,480 yen, of which 307,991, worth 1,661,871 yen, came 
from Switzerland and 22,627, valued at 188,894 yen, came from 
the United States. 

Concerning the native Japanese factories, a Swiss Consular 
report contains the information that since last year the factory at 
Osaka has imported movements and rough cases from the United 
States, to be finished after American models; but experience has 
shown that this product is higher in cost and lacks the finish of 
the complete American article. The shares of the company, in 
consequence of bad business, have fallen steadily. The output in 
the last fiscal year was about 2,500, and only some 10,000 have 
been produced since its opening. At present the factory stan s 
idle. The new factory in Tokio, the same report says, has not 
yet been fully equipped. This concern is managed by Japanese 
who learned the trade in Switzerland, and although it has been in 
existence for four years, it has not been able to turn out a single 
complete watch, and is to be considered little more than a horo- 
logical school, with twenty young workmen as scholars. It is said 
that this factory will follow in the footsteps of the Osaka factory 
by importing parts, which again will raise the price of watches, as 
such articles come under the extra duty on luxuries, at 25 per 
cent. ad valorem. Nearly all the imports of watch parts come 
from the United States. 


Wueat Crop or ManiTosa. 
According to the “Canadian Gazette,” the wheat crop of 
Manitoba and the North-west Territories is estimated at 40,000,000 
bushels, or about double last year’s crop. 
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DECREASE IN RATES OF TRANSPORT TO YUKON Ports. 


The “ Monetary Times” of Toronto states that a marked reduc- 
tion in transportation rates, between the Sound ports and those of 
Alaska, is announced by the British Columbian papers of the 8th 
September last. Fifteen dollars the ticket for leading Alaskan 
ports has been deducted and the cut all-round nearly corresponds 
to this. The rates which will be charged passengers for single 
fare will be as follows :— 


Port. First Class, Second Clas. 
Dols. Dols. 

Wrangel ... 15 10 

Sum Dum ... 20 12 
Douglas Isle 20 12 
Douglas City 20 12 
Ketchikan ... 15 ny 10 
Killisnoo ... bab 25 15 
Mary Isle ... cai + 15 10 


This reduction is a strong indication of failing interest in the 
Yukon district, and goes to confirm what has been stated of the 
decreased current thither. 


TRADE OF THE CAPE. 


Communications have been received from the Agent-General 
for the Cape of Good Hope, enclosing extracts from the ‘‘ Cape of 
Good Hope Government Gazette,” from which it appears that the 
value of the imports into the Colony for the eight months ended 
31st August, 1898, including specie, amounted to 10,992,0001., as 
compared with 12,013,000I. for the corresponding period of 1897. 

With regard to the exports, the total value for the eight months 
ended 31st August, 1898, including bullion and specie, was 
16,543,000/., as compared with 13,403,000/. for a like period in 
1897. 


Tae Fisninc Inpustry oF CAPE CoLony. 


The “Cape Argus ” states that the report of the marine biologist 
for the year 1897 shows how satisfactory has been the development 
of the fishing industry during the past twelve months. Before 
the work of the fisheries was placed on some organised departmental 
basis, very little reliable data were obtainable from the various 
fishing centres ; there was no general supervision, and no develop- 
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ment of the industry seemed possible. During the past year, 
however, much real progress has been made. New and improved 
methods of fishing have been adopted, and the success of the 
trawling experiments has been even greater than was anticipated. 

Soles have been found in abundance, and can readily be got by 
trawling. It is intended that the great Agulhas Bank shall be 
worked from Mossel Bay, and subsequently places such as Port 
Elizabeth, Knysna, Port Alfred, and East London, will be visited 
in turn. It is to be hoped that with more adequate methods of 
fishing there will be less irregularity in regard to the supply of 
fish. The more strictly scientific work of marine biology, relating 
to fauna and so forth, of as great although not immediate 
importance to the fishing industry, has hitherto been kept: in 
abeyance. However, a commencement has been made with the 
material procured in trawling operations, and it is hoped further 
work, especially investigations into the development, spawning, &c., 
of the Cape marine fishes, may be carried out when the Cape 
Marine Station is finished. 


South ArricaNn Law as TO CoMMISSION AGENTS. 


The American Consul-General at Cape Town, under date of 1st June 
last, reports that the law of Cape Colony, Natal, Orange Free State, 
and South African Republic, relating to the consignment of goods 
from foreign manufacturers or their agents, reads as follows :— 

“Everyone commits theft, who, having received any money, 
valuable security, or other thing whatsoever, in terms requiring 
him to account for or to pay the same or the proceeds thereof to 
any other person, though not requiring him to deliver over, in 
specie, the identical money, valuable security, or other things received, 
fraudulently converts to his own use or fraudulently omits to 
account for the same, or to account for or pay any part of the 
proceeds which he was required to account for or pay as aforesaid: 
provided, that if it be part of the said terms that the money or 
other thing received, or proceeds thereof, shall form an item in a 
debt or credit or account. between the person receiving the same, 
and the person to whom he is to account for or pay the same, 
and that such last-mentioned person shall rely only on the personal 
liability of the other as his debtor in respect thereof, the proper 
entry of any part of such proceeds in such accounts shall 
be decreed a sufficient accounting for of the part of the proceeds 
so entered.” 


New Line or STEAMERS BETWEEN SouTH AFRICA AND AUSTRALIA. 


The “South African Trade Journal” states that arrangements 
are being made fora new line of direct steamers between Australia 
and South Africa for trade in live stock, frozen meat, and produce, 
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and a representative has arrived in Durban in connection with the 
matter. The s.s. “Ashley,” the first ship of the new line, wil] 
have 3,000 tons of cargo for Cape Town, Durban, and Delagoa Bay, 


PRODUCTION OF CoaL IN NEw SoutH WALEs. 


New South Wales in general, and Newcastle in particular, 
can claim, without any exaggeration, to be in possession of 
the richest, easiest of access, and most extensive coal mines in the 
southern hemisphere; and, with such elements of wealth and 
greatness, it holds the essentials to national prosperity and power, 
which are so necessary to make it become a country of the greatest 
industrial importance. 

The Sidney “‘ Daily Commercial News and Shipping List ” states 
that, according to Mr. John Mackenzie, F.G.S., Examiner of Coal 
Fields, the bituminous, semi-bituminous, splint and cannel-coals 
of New South Wales are equal in thickness and quality to any 
found in other parts of the world. The area over which the coal 
measures are found embraces an area of about 23,950 square miles. 

During the last few years the output of the New South Wales 
coal trade has increased from 2,830,175 tons in 1886 to 4,383,590 
tons in 1897 ; in other words, the output in 11 years has increased 
nearly 60 per cent. 

The value of the coal raised in 1897 (as stated in the Government 
returns) amounted to 1,230,040]. The number of men employed 
in and about the mines is given as 9,979. 


PRODUCTION OF BEER IN WEST AUSTRALIA. 


The “ Australasian Trade Review” states that the estimated 
production of 17 breweries in West Australia in 1896, the latest 
ear of which there are records, was 1,736,623 gallons, of which 
1,076,722 gallons were produced in Perth and it is almost certain 
that since that date there has been a considerable increase in output. 
It is proposed to initiate an excise duty of 2d. per gallon on locally 
brewed beers. 


Exports oF New ZEALAND GOLD. 

The following comparative statement of the quantities and value 
of gold exported from New Zealand in the six months ending 
June 30th in each of the years 1896, 1897, and 1898, is taken from 
the “ Australasian Trade Review ” :— 


Ozs. 
Half-year ending 30th June, 1896 120,610 475,004 
” 1898 136,081 527,518 
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ReEporT OF NEw ZEALAND MARINE DEPARTMENT. 


The Board of Trade have received a copy of the report of the 
Marine Department of New Zealand for the financial year ended 
31st March last. This report may be seen at the Commercial 
Department, Board of Trade, 7, Whitehall Gardens, 8.W., between 
the hours of 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


XXIV.—PROCEEDINGS AND DELIBERATIONS OF THE 
CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


Bradford—A meeting of the members of the council of the 
Bradford Chamber of Commerce was held September 28th, 
Mr. Henry Sutcliffe, president, being in the chair. 

It appeared from the minutes that a joint meeting of the repre- 
sentatives of the Bradford Chamber and the Bradford Trade and 
Labour Council had been held, at which it had been decided to 
elect a committee, consisting of 30 members, fifteen appointed by 
the Chamber of Commerce and fifteen by the Trades Council, to 
deal with disputes under the Workmen’s Compensation Act of 
1897 arising from accidents in the City of Bradford, and at the 
same meeting rules for the guidance of the committee were agreed 
to. 

A letter was read from Messrs. Reiss Brothers, Bradford, drawing 
attention to a report they had received from their house in Hong 
Kong, to the effect that merchants in the Bradford district were 
sending out to Hong Kong scarlet blankets which, whilst bearing 
on the ticket attached to them the actual weight of the blanket in 
English characters, were marked in Chinese characters one pound 
heavier than the actual weight, and as a proof of their assertion 
they sent tickets from three different lots of blankets. The firm 
complained with the object of a discontinuance of this malpractice, 
as it was proving an obstacle to all legitimate dealings in that 
article. The secretary stated that the firm desired to have the 
matter made public, and show that the practice had been found 
out. Mr. Whitehead stated that steps could be taken in China if 
necessary. 

A circular was read from the Association of Chambers of 
Commerce asking the Bradford Chamber to indicate one or two 
commercial subjects to which the attention of Parliament should 
be directed next Session, and stating it was desirable to form a 
commercial party in the House of Commons for the purpose of 
avoiding delay and pressing important questions forward. The 
secretary stated that the chairman of their Law Amendment 
Committee had been spoken to on the subject, and had named the 
following special subjects:—The County Courts; Extension of 
Jurisdiction; Registration of Firms and the Companies Bill. 
Mr. B. Cohen also suggested the compulsory teaching of the 
metric system. 
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Bristol—The monthly Council Meeting of this chamber was held 
on September 28th last, Mr. J. Holman, president, in the chair. 

Letters were read from Messrs. Elder, Dempster & Co., inviting 
a deputation to visit Canada free of cost, and, upon the motion. of 
Mr. Arthur Lee it was resolved to ask Messrs. Elder, Dempster 
& Co. to keep their invitation open till next spring. 

With reference to dock accommodation the following resolution 
was carried unanimously — 

“That the Council of this Chamber, having obtained over- 
-whelming evidence of the necessity for increased dock accom- 
modation, which will- provide for the largest steamers afloat, 
respectfully invites the attention of the Town Council to the 
resolution passed by that body at the instance of Alderman 
Proctor Baker on June 20th, 1893, when the matter was referred 
to the Docks Committee ‘with a view to present a well digested 
-scheme in the next Session.’ This Council is of opinion that the 
delay in adopting such a scheme has been and will be productive 
of serious and lasting injury to the trade of the port, and most 
strongly urges the Town Council to take immediate action in the 
matter.” 

Halifax._—The monthly meeting of the council of the Halifax 
Chamber of Commerce was held on 28th September in the Council 


Chamber, Town Hall, Mr. Thos. Sutcliffe (president) in the chair. 


The secretary stated that he had received from the general 
manager of the Great Northern Railway Company a reply to the 
letter asking for an improved train service from Halifax to London, 
to the effect that the suggestions from the Chamber should receive 
the most careful consideration. As soon as he had the necessary 
information before him, he would be happy to discuss the matter 
with a small deputation from the Chamber as proposed. 

A letter had been received from the Geelong Chamber, Victoria 
(Australia) in which the secretary, Mr. Ed. Beehervaise, stated 
that a suitable substance for marking sheep was now coming into 
general use, viz., Kemp’s liquids. Mr. Culpon remarked that they 
found marks on the wool which would not wash out. The substance 
he referred to was certainly not tar. Mr. B. Clay submitted some 
samples of colonial wool, and the substance with which it had 
been marked left a stain on the wool. The president suggested 
that the secretary should write thanking the Victoria Chamber 
for their letter, and also ask for a sample of the substance they 
referred to, and a resolution to this effect was passed. 

The question relating to the trunk telephone service was raised, 
a letter having been received on the subject from the Southampton 
Chamber. The president suggested that the matter should be 
deferred until February; it was possible that the post-office 
authorities might do something in the interval that would render 
the proposed resolution unnecessary, and this course was adopted. 

Tiverpool.—The monthly meeting of this Chamber was held on 
28th September last, Mr. I’. C. Danson, president, in the chair. 

The secretary reported that a circular concerning the new 
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school of commerce had been forwarded to all the members of 
the Chamber suggesting that they should draw the attention of 
their staffs to the arrangements for the coming winter, and urge 
them to take advantage of the opportunity now offered of acquiring 
at a small cost such valuable instruction in foreign languages and 
other subjects of commercial value. The circular stated that some- 
what similar Manchester classes had been very successful, both 
in the matter of attendance and in the fitting of students for 
responsible situations. The school of commerce has been estab- 
lished to provide classes (to be held for the present in the evening 
only) of an advanced character in subjects of special commercial 
importance. The organisation of the school has been the subject 
of careful consideration and discussion by representative members 
of the Chamber of Commerce, the Council and Senate of the 
University College, and the Technical Instruction Committee of 
the City Council. The Committee of Management is composed 
of representatives of the same three bodies. The classes will for 
the present be held in the buildings of University College, Brown- 
low-hill, and the authorities of the college have not only generously 
granted the use of such rooms, but have consented to allow the 
students of the school to make use of the college library on the 
same conditions as ordinary evening students of the college. The 
general curriculum and the syllabus of thevarious courses have been 
very carefully considered, and in drawing them up the main object 
has been to provide instruction and training of the most practical 
and business-like character, well up to date, and capable of direct 
application to the commerce and trade of the city. The special com- 
mercial classes will all be taught by gentlemen who have themselves 
had practical commercial experience, and who can thereforetreat their 
subjects from personal knowledge. The subjects which it is proposed 
to teach in the school in the first session are as follows :—Modern 
languages, French, German, and Spanish; commercial practice ; 
advanced commercial arithmetic and accounts; economics of 
commerce; and commercial geography. The special class in 
commercial practice will treat in English of similar subjects to 
those dealt with in the special French, German, and Spanish 
commercial classes, but more detailed information will be given 
as to the order and rationale of the various transactions involved 
in connection with the import, export, and general distribution of 
various commodities, so as to give the student an intelligent idea 
of the principles underlying the ordinary routine of commercial 
work and focussing, as it were, the knowledge gained in the various 
sectional classes. 

The president said they were anxious to do all they could to 
further the interests of this school of commerce. In a way it was 
an experiment. They had made a start with the assistance of the 
City Council, and he hoped the members would do all they could 
to induce young men in their employ to help in making this effort 
a success. 

A meeting of the committee of the African trade section of the 
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Liverpool Chamber was held on October 6th last, Mr. F. Radclifte 
in the chair. 

The committee had passed a resolution recommending the 
Government to give reasonable compensation to the merchants and 
others for losses incurred in the recent rebellion in Sierra Leone. 
In reply, Mr. Chamberlain stated that he is advised that the 
Government are not responsible for losses incurred by merchants 
and others through the destruction of their property in an insurrec- 
tion, and regretted that it is not possible for him to entertain any 
claims for compensation on account of losses sustained in the recent 
disturbances in Sierra Leone. The committee decided to postpone 
further action in the matter pending the receipt of the report of 
Sir David Chalmers, the special commissioner for Sierra Leone. 

The committee had made a suggestion to the Marquis of 
Salisbury that arrangements should be made for the attendance of 
delegates from the section at the proposed conference on the West 
African liquor trade to give evidence. A reply was received from 
the Foreign Office, in which it was stated that “the work of the 
conference will be confined to establishing the highest rate of duty 
on spirits to which all the Powers will agree. The Liverpool 
Chamber of Commerce has acquiesced in an increase of duty in the 
British possessions and protectorates, provided that the other 
Powers will similarly raise their duties ; and together with other 
Chambers of Commerce in this country have already supplied her 
Majesty’s Government with most valuable information and advice 
on the whole question. It does not appear likely that further 
evidence will be required. If delegates from the Liverpool 
Chamber of Commerce were admitted to the Conference, the same 
course would have to be adopted with regard to other chambers, 
both British and foreign, which are interested in the West African 
trade ; and in these circumstances her Majesty’s Government are 
of opinion that no useful purpose would be served by the attend- 
ance of delegates from Chambers of Commerce. They will, however, 
be glad to receive any further information and advice which the 
chamber may wish to offer.” 

With reference to the proposal to abolish Government bonded 
warehouses at Sierra Leone, it was resolved to inform Mr. 
Chamberlain that their abolition will seriously hamper smaller 
traders, and to suggest that the present Government warehouse 
should be repaired. 

Nottingham.—A meeting of the council of this chamber was 
held on the 3rd instant, Mr. J. W. Day in the chair. 

The clerk read a letter from Mr. F. T. Hemming, hon. secretary 
of the Nottingham Board School Head Teachers’ Association, 
stating that at a meeting of the association last week a paper was 
read on “A University for the Midlands,” and that after a dis- 
cussion the association passed a resolution stating that it was 
highly desirable, in the interests of education and of the future 
prosperity of the city; that steps should be immediately taken for 
Nottingham to be included in the Midland University scheme. 
The council were asked to support the scheme. 
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No resolution was passed on the subject. 

At the quarterly meeting which followed the ordinary council 
meeting, the clerk presented a brief réport which stated that at the 
request of the Nottingham School Board, representatives of the 
Chamber were appointed to meet representatives of the School 
Board with a view to making the curriculum in the higher grade 
schools more useful, if possible, to boys and girls proposing to 
enter warehouses. 

Sheffield. A. meeting of the council of this Chamber was held 
on 29th September last, Mr. H. P. Marsh in the chair. 

A circular from the Associated Chambers of Commerce was read 
referring to the resolution passed at the annual meeting of the 
Association, in favour of taking up measures which have passed 
their second reading in one session in the succeeding session at 
the next stage, and also as to the formation of a commercial party 
in the House of Commons, and asking the Sheffield Chamber to 
name Government bills or subjects which, in its opinion, ought to 
be placed in a prominent position for action by the Association. 
The secretary was directed to write to the Association, saying that 
the Council were entirely against the formation of a commercial 
party in the House of Commons, feeling that the whole of the 
House was so identified with commerce that it would but weaken 
the position of commerce if a particular party only of the House 
were to be identified with it, and further, to inform the Association 
that the Sheffield Chamber were of opinion that the Rating of 
Machinery Bill, and the subject of the reform of the Patent 
Law by establishing preliminary examination for novelty in the 
case of patents, were two matters which they considered the 
Association should take up. 

A letter was read from the Agent for the United Kingdom, 
informing the Council that the administration of the Belgian State 
Railways had established a commercial agency at 47, Cannon 
Street, London, “ in order to facilitate and develop the commercial 
relations between the United Kingdom on the one part, and 
Belgium, and all countries able to direct their transit over the 
Belgian system on the other.” 
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XXV.—RECENT TRADE BLUE BOOKS. 


1. Forty-first Report of the Commissioners of Her Majesty's 
Inland Revenue, for the year ended 31st March, 1898. (C. 9020.) 
Price 1s. 5d. 
~ This is the annual report of the Commissioners of Inland 
Revenue, and refers to the financial year 1897-98. 

In it the Commissioners state that— 


The gross receipt of Inland Revenue £ 


duties, &c., in 1897-98 was... 77,814,108 
Deduct allowances, drawbacks, 

and re-payments ... ... 1,827,987 

Total net receipt of duties ... £75,986,121 
Appropriated as follows :— £ 

To the Exchequer 66,768,380 

To the Local Taxation accounts... .. 9,217,741 

£75,986,121 


The gross receipt of Inland Revenue duties, &c. (77,814,108/.), 


‘includes duties collected by other departments on behalf of the 


Inland Revenue, amounting to 8,276,5811., also fines and penalties 
recovered in connection with Local Taxation licences. 
The amount collected by the Inland Revenue for other depart- 
ments was 4,014,7101. 
Tho total net receipt of Inland Revenue duties (75,986,1211.) 
exhibits an increase of 3,171,959/., over the net receipt of the pre- 
ceding year, made up as follows :— 


Taxes... itis mt 329,775 
Death duties ... ins .. 1,570,916 
Total increase ... ... 93,171,959 


2. Forty-second Report of the Commissioners of Her Majesty’s 
Customs for the year ended 31st March, 1898. (C0. 9021). Price 24d. 

The Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Customs in their present 
report state that the gross Imperial Customs revenue collected 
in the year 1897-8 amounted to 22,032,7181., or, after deduction 
of drawbacks and repayments, to 21,792,250. net. This is 
526,119/. more than the produce of 1896-7, and 292,251/. more 
than the Budget Estimate for the year. The customs revenue, 
without any additional duties being imposed, has thus brought 
in 2°47 per cent. more than it did in 1896-7, and 1°35 per cent. 
more than it was expected to produce. The following are the 
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particulars of the customs receipts in 1897-8, and of the disposal 
of the same; also of the moneys collected by the customs on 
account of other public departments, and of those collected by 
other public departments on account of the customs in the same 


year :— 


INCOME. 


RECEIPT, 


£ 
Balances on Ist April, 1897.. 495,271 
Gross Imperial customs 
duties collected in the 
United Kingdom— 
By customs £19,648,848 
» Inland 
revenue 2,383,870 
————_— 22,032,718 
Customs duties on account 
of the Isle of Man... ... 80,737 
Duties on foreign spirits and 
beer, collected on local 
taxation account ... ... 208,427 
Extra receipts in aid of 
vote wae 44,407 
Excise duties collected on 
account of the Inland 
Revenue Department ... 6,049,546 
Receipts on account of the 
Board of Trade, being 


DISPOSAL, 


Drawbacks and repayments— 
Other receipts... 233 

240,700 


Payments to pages Ex- 
chequer .. .. 21,798,000 

Payments to “Isle of Man 
account ... 82,157 
Payments to Local Taxation 

account— 

England --»- £165,840 
Scotland ee 22,807 
Treland ... ... 18,655 
207,302 

Payments to appropriations 
in aid of vote ... 44,177 

Payments to Inland Revenue 
Department on account 
of excise duties collected 6,041,993 

Payments to Board of Trade 


light dues, &ec. . 575,816 (light dues, &c.) ... 569,203 

Receipts on account of the Payments toStationery Office 
Stationery a (sale of (sale of bills of entry) .. 9,021 
bills of entry)... 1. ove 8,860 | Balances 31st March, 1898... 503,229 
£29, 495, 782 £29,495,782 


The prominent feature of the returns of Customs revenue for 
the year 1897-98 is undoubtedly the great increase in the tobacco 
revenue. Out of the total i of 526,119/., no less than 
415,8611. was due to this single article. 

3. Railway Servants (How's of Labour). Report by the Board 
of Trade respecting the Proceedings of the Board of Trade under the 
Railway Regulation Act, 1898, 56 and 57 Vict., cap. 29, during the 
year ended 27th July, 1898. (366). Price 24d. 

This is the fifth annual report of the proceedings of the Board 
of Trade with regard to the hours of labour of the servants of the 
railway companies; it is stated to be made under the Railway 
Regulations Act, of 1893, 

In the report it is stated that the Board of Trade has again been 
able to do much in the interests of the men and for the benefit of 
the travelling public without having to take legal proceedings. It 
will be observed, however, that in seven cases out of 50 no 
substantial reduction of hours has been obtained by the representa- 
tions of the Department. Recourse to the Railway and Canal 
Commission can only be had if complainants will undertake to 
support their case by evidence of which a legal tribunal can take 
cognisance. Servants of companies not unnaturally prefer to rely 
on the offices of the Department, and to trust to their negotiations 
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rather than to incur the difficulty and responsibility of a formal 
appearance. 

Directors and managers of companies have continued to show a 
marked willingness to help these negotiations ; and as long as this 
is so and the proper scope of the Act is borne in mind, no attempt 
being made to extend that scope by an effort to increase wages 
under the plea of shortening hours, it may be expected that the 
Board of Trade will be able to help the men in their reasonable 
requirements without either undue interference with the manage- 
ment of the railways on the one hand or the necessity of incurring 
the friction inseparable from legal proceedings on the other. 

4. Exchange of Notes eatending to British India the provisional 
modus vivendi between the United Kingdom and Belgium pending the 
conclusion of a Treaty of Commerce and Navigation between the two 
countries. Treaty Series, No. 18,1898. (C0. 9053.) Price 4d. 

The present paper is dated August 30th, 1898. It provides that 
pending the signature of a definite treaty, his Belgic Majesty’s 
Government undertakes, on condition of reciprocity, to extend to the 
subjects and products of India the modus vivendi established on the 
27th July, 1898, between Belgium and the United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Ireland, under the conditions and reserves 
stipulated in the said arrangement. 

5. Petroleum Report. (299.) Price 1s. 3d. 

This is the report of the Select Committee of the House of 
Commons, appointed on the 14th March, 1898, to inquire into and 
report upon the sufficiency of the law relating to the keeping, 
selling, using, and conveying of petroleum and other inflammable 
liquids, and the precautions to be adopted for the prevention of 
accidents with petroleum lamps. 

The following is a summary of the recommendations of the 
Select Committee :—- 

1, That the present law affecting petroleum spirit, not being 
adequate for public safety, should be amended. 

2. To adopt a flash-point of 100° (Abel close test) as the 
dividing line between petroleum oil and petroleum spirit. 

3. Legislation to control the storage, transport, and sale of 
petroleum generally, and admixtures of the same with other 
substances, certain heavy oils being exempted. 

4. To provide for an efficient system of testing. 

5. To provide for adequate supervision and administration by 
local authorities. 

6. That official inquiries be made into thé causes of accidents 
arising from the storage, transport, or use of inflammable liquids. 

7. Statutory powers to enable the Secretary of State to issue 
orders affecting the manufacture and sale of lamps. 

8. To spread information among the public as to the nature of 
petroleum, and the management of petroleum lamps. 

The Report is dated 13th July, 1898. 

6. Home Office. Third Interim Report of the Departmenial 
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Committee appointed to inquire into and report upon certain 
Miscellaneous Dangerous Trades. (C. 9073.) Price 6d. 

This is the third interim report of the departmental committee 
appointed by the Secretary of State for the Home Department to 
inquire into the conditions of work as they affect the health of the 
operatives in the following industries and processes :—India-rubber 
works ; paper staining, colouring, and enamelling; dry cleaning ; 


basic slag works and manufacture of silicate of cotton; electrical - 


generating works; sole-stitching by American machinery ; glass 
polishing; file-cutting, bronzing, and metallachrome powder in 
lithographic works; flour mills; the use of converters in metal 
works ; the use of steam locomotives in factories ; licking of labels 
for reels in thread mills; the use of inflammable paints in ship- 
building yards; galvanised iron works; the process of dyeing with 
arseniate of soda; the manufacture and use of grindstones and 
emery wheels; the use of lead in various forms in print and dye 
works ; the testing of bottles by compressed air; the bottling of 
aérated waters ; the manufacture of salt; “ending and mending ” 
in velvet works. And to report what, if any, special rules should 
be made under section 8 of the Factory and Workshops Act, 18¥1, 
for the protection of the persons employed in these industries. 

The various trades dealt with in the present report of the 
committee are :—File-cutting; galvanised iron works;  sole- 
stitching by American machinery; glass polishing; the use of 
converters in metal works ; the manufacture and use of grindstones ; 
testing of bottles by compressed air; “ending and mending” in 
velvet works. 

The report is dated 28th August, 1898. 
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XXVI.—STATISTICAL TABLES. 
I.—ForEIGN TRADE OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


StareMENt of the Imports into and of the Exports from the 
Unitep Kinepom during the Month and Nine Months ended 30th 
September, 1898, compared with the corresponding periods of the 
year 1897. 

Monte ENDED 30TH SEPTEMBER. 


I. Imports rrom Foreign Countries British Possessions. 


Month ended 
Septonper. Increase. | Decrease. 
198. | 1897, 
£ £ £ 
I. Animals, living ioe food) . 778,087 970,032 _ 191,945 
I. (A.) and drink, 
duty free 12,195,318 |12,576,367 _ 381,049 
(B.) Articles ‘of food and “drink, 
dutiable 2,668,844 | 2,626,022 42,822 
Tobacco, dutiable ove pee 359,219 331,851 27,368 
III. Metals .. 1,568,331 | 1,651,108 _ $2,777 
IV. Chemicals, cals, dyestuffs ‘and “tanning 
817,426 847,745 oo 80,319 
on 813,115 705,731 107,384 
VI. Raw materials for textile manu- 
factures 2,617,136 | 1,998,536 | 618,600 - 
VII. Raw materials for sundry industries 
and manufactures .. 5,706,649 | 5,463,168 243,481 _ 
VIII. Manufactured articles one ws | 7,284,592 | 7,408,934 —_ 174,342 
IX. (A.) Miscellaneous articles... e+» | 1,261,991 | 1,023,637 | 288,354 oa 
B.) Parcel post one ose bas 84,573 76,502 8,071 _ 
Total value ... ... (85,605,281 |35,179,633 | 425,648 


II. Exports or British anp Irish Propuce anD MANUFACTURES. 


£ £ £ 
I, Animals, living ie 80,970 | 107,056 _ 26,086 
II. of food and drink | 1,298,639 | 1,134,554 159,085 
III. Raw materials ' 2,180,796 | 1,607,180 | 578,616 _ 
IV. Articles manufactured and partly 
manufactured, viz. :— 
A.) Yarns and 'textile fabrics... 7,668,346 | 7,158,310 | 510,036 
B.) Metals and articles manufac- 
tured therefrom (except machinery)! 2,567,288 | 2,825,884 _ 258,646 
(C.) Machinery and millwork... | 1,638,236 | 1,206,986 | 431,250 — 
(D.) Apparel and articles of per- 
sonal use 876,336 | 924,758 — 48,422 
(E.) Chemicals and chemical and 
medicinal preparations ... 672,238 | 636,378 35,860 = 
F.) All ote articles, either manu- 
factured or partly niggas 2,790,342 | 2,525,220 | 265,122 
(G.) Parcel post ... 176,944 | 178,949 _ 2,005 
Total value ... |19,945,085 |18,305,275 | 1,639,810 


III. Exports or Foreign anp Propucer. 


£ £ £ £ 
Total value ... ... ... | 3,706,289 | 3,979,072|  — 272,783 


| | | 
} | | 
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I.—ForEIGN TRADE OF THE Unitep KinapomM—continued. 


Nine Monras ENDED SEPTEMBER. 


I. Imports From Foreign Countrigs AND BritisH PossEssions. 


—-_ Increase. | Decrease. 
1898, 1897. 
£ 
I. Animals, living (for food) ... ---| 8,088,601 | 8,823,998 a 740,375 
IL. Articles of food and drink, duty 
By yo “of food drink, 
dutiable an |18,325,403 | 331,929 
Tobacco, dutiable ...  .. 2,755,916 | 2,997,017 241,101 
emica. est tanning 
substan 83,530 | 4,889,467 505,937 
Y. Oils 6,220,912 5,567,830 | 658,082 
VL Raw materials for textile manufac- 
tures .-.]50,140,819 |49,458,916 | 681,903 
Raw materials ‘for sundry in industries] 
and manufactures ... |38,976,002 412,029 
VIII. Manufactured articles «--|65,416,582 |64,332,092 | 1,084,440 
Ix, Miscellaneous articles ... «+-|10,405,918 | 9,820,090 | 595,823 
B.) Parcel post sve dis «| 1,027,500 752,556 | 274,944 


Total value... 


II. Exports oF British Irish Propuck AND MANUFACTURE. 


£ £ 
I. Animals, living ...| 810,118 | 816,319 6,201 
II. Articles of food and drink ... ++.| 8,622,940 | 8,505,899 117,041 — 
IIL Raw materials .. |15,061,503 | 21,618 
IV. Articles manufactured and_ partly 
manufactured, viz. : 
.) Yarns and textile f fabrics +++|70,708,417 |73,442,086 2,738,669 
B.) Metals and articles manufac- 
tured therefrom (except machinery)| 24,458,624 |25,419,177 960,553 
.) Machinery and millwork -+.|18,319,447 |12,814,668 | 504,779 
D. =m Apparel and articles of personal 
7,194,368 | 7,460,977 _ 266,614 
‘and chemical and 
medicinal preparations... --| 6,313,356 | 6,496,678 _ 183,322 
(F.) All other articles, either manu- 
factured or partly 24,514,025 229,636 
(G.) Parcel post © | 1,480,111 | 1,459, 20,267 
Total value ..]172,729,158|175,991,176)  — 3,262,018 
III. Exports or anp Propuce. 
£ £ £ 
Total value [46,009,904 | — 555,594 


i 
| 
{ 
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II.—Corn PRICEs. 


[Oct. 1898. 


Rerurn of the Quanritizs and AveracGe Prices oF Bririsu 
Cory, ImpertaL Measure, as received from the Inspectors and 


Officers of Excise during the under-mentioned periods. 


Periods. Wheat. Barley. Oats. 
Quantities sold. 
Qrs. bus. Qrs. bus. Qrs. bus, 
Week ended 3rd September, 1898... 28,281 5 1,982 6 4,719 4 
10th ste 46,777 5 10,949 1 8,841 6 
17th 58,838 0 27,879 7 13,674 6 
70,669 5 | 57,084 2 | 19,977 4 
September, 1898 .. 204,566 7 97,796 0 47,2138 4 
Corresponding month in 1897 x 291,784 5 | 112,711 4 47,757 4 
» » 1896 ane 241,630 1 | 153,748 6 48,411 3 
Average Prices. 
Week ended 3rd September, 1898... oe | 27 «8 18 11 
— 26 10 27 «9 17 10 
2 7 26 10 16 10 
2th » » 2 5 26 «9 | 
September, 1898 ove 2% 5 
August 1898 3831 26 20 1 
July i 87 5 24 3 20 8 
June 43 #7 25 20 8 
April 86 27. «(9 18 2 
March 385 28 1 27069 
February = 85 1 27.9 7 
January ” 34. 27-7 17 2 
December, 1807 ... 83 11 2% 9 
November = 839 26 5 
October ” 28 4 1 1 
September, 1897 3837 27 «(11 U1 
” 1896 one ose 238 24 0 14 1 
1895 22 10. 24 0 
” 1894 oo 20 7 23 11 1s 9 


i 
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IIT.—EMIGRATION.—SEPTEMBER, 1898. 


Return of the Numsers, Nationaitizs, and Destinations of the. 


PasseNncers that left the Unirep Kinepom for out of 
Evrore during the Month ended 30th September, 1898, and the 
Nine Months ended 30th September, 1898, compared with the 
corresponding periods of the previous Year. 


Total 
United | British N.| Austral-| of | All 
Nationalities. States. | America. | asia. | Hope and Total. sponding 
period, 
1897. 
Month ended 30th September 
English... 5,948 2,054 1,212 1,627 1,281 12,122 13,116 
Scotch 1,231 209 196 844 245 2,225 2,606 
Trish au ee | 5,811 96 157 134 68 5,766 5,278 
Total of British 
origin ... ... | 12,490 2,359 1,565 2,105 | 1,594 | 20,113 21,000 
Foreigners ... 6,248 991 41 649 222 8,151 10,718 
Nationalities not 
distinguished 105 _ 1 oe 328 434 484 
Total ... 18,843 | 8,350 | 1,607 2,754 | 2,144 | 28,698 | 32.202 
Total for corre- 
sponding } 22,162 8,081 | 1,657 8,110 | 2,192 | 32,202 a 
month, 1897 
Nine months ended 30th September. 
English 82,252 18,287 | 6,038 10,705 | 6,273 | 68,505 72,310 
Scotch 5,997 1,597 854 2,564 965 | 11,987 12,654 
Trish es 26,043 745 635 900 244 | 28,567 30,455 
Total of British 
origin ... + | 64,292 | 15,579 7,537 14,169 | 7,482 | 109,059 | 775,419 
Foreigners... 82,238 7,896 193 4,270 | 1,287 | 46,884 49 686 
Nationalities not 
distinguished ... 442 30 20 2 | 2,001 2,495 2,404 
Total .. 97,972 23,505 | 7,750 | 18,441 |10,770 | 158,488 | 137,509 
Total for corre- 
sponding 107,429 | 19,752. 8,284 | 21,045 |10,999 | 167,509 _ 
menths, 1897 


Notr.—The above figures, being made up at the eurliest possible date after the close of each 


month, are subject to correction in the Annual 
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IV.— ALIEN IMMIGRATION—SEPTEMBER, 1898. 
Return of the Number of Ariens that arrived from the Continent at Ports t in the 
Unirep Kinepom during the Month and Nine Months ended 30th September, 1898 
compared with the corresponding Periods of the previous Year. 


(Compiled from the Atren Lists received by the Customs under Act 
6 Will. 4, c. 11, sec. 2.) 


Gothenburg. 
Hamburg, Rotterdam, Christiania. Other 
and Di Continental Total. 
Bremerhaven. } and Antwerp. Ports. 
1898. } 1897. | 1898. | 1897. | 1898. | 1897. | 1898. | 1897, | 1898. | 1897. | 1898, | 1897, 
Month ended 30th September. 
Aliens not stated to be en 
route to America or other 
places out of the United 
Kingdom :* 
. Arrived at London | 1,193] 1,108 623 271 228 20. ave 478) 906) 2,522) 2,495 
Grimsby 246; 82 29 31 25 306) 119 
Hull ... 148 146 31 58 96 151 137 395 
Tyne Ports ... 45 20 43 61 161 217 214 466) 482 
t ” Leith ... aa 72 71 60 45 2 _ aes 39 25 173 146 
Other ports ... 97 67 14 33 115 343 344 569) 544 
Yrs Total one «| 1,801] 1,494 800 480 602 556 704 765, 1,264) 1,651) $5,171) $4,946 
Aliens en route to America 
or other places out of the 
United Kingdom : 
Arrived at Grimsby —_ 7 4 109 29] 1,011) 1,896 ‘ie 261 45| 1,388) 1,974 
Hartlepool } 
Hull .. 164 151 6 1) 1,184) 1,123)... 933; 547| 2,287) 1,822 
Other ports ... 22) 1 55 642) 719} 708 
Total ... 187] 231/151) 3,103} ... | ... | 1,857| 1,938] 4,445] 4,603 
Total of Aliens en route and 
of yn stated 
en route erica or other | |. 1,988] 1,725 951 511 3,121 
out, the United ’ 2,852) 3,659) 704 765, 3, 2,889} 9,616) 9,549 


Nine months ended 30th September. 


Aliens not stated to be en 
route to America or other 


Total No.... _... 14,830) 12,207; 4,724) 3,812, 5,112) 4,933) 6,217) 6,842) 9,797) 11,006) $40,680) +38,800 
or other places out of the 
United Kingdom : 

Total No...  ...| 3,631) 2,847) 1,200 684! 10,572) 12,937 26) =... | 10,864) 10,133 


Total of Aliens en route and 
of Aliens not stated to be 
en route to America or other | } 18461) 15,054) 5,924) 4,496) 15,684) 17,870 6,243) 6,842) 20,661) 21,139 466,973) $65,401 


| 

| 

out of the United | 


* The distinction made in this Return between “ Aliens not stated to be en route to America, or other places out of the 
United Kingdom,” and “‘ Aliens en route to America, &c.,”’ is due to the fact that a large number of Aliens who arrive 
m Continental ports are reported to be on the way to places out of the United Kingdom, and it is considered desirable 
to record this fact. But it is not thereby implied that the ** Aliens not stated to be en route to America, §c.” come to this 
country for settlement, there being in fact a ny emigration of foreigners from this country, while many of the Aliens 
arriving from Continental ports return to the Continent. (See Annual Report on Emigration and Immigration, No. 154, 
Sess. 1898, and Monthly Emigration Returns.) 
+ The ports from which Alien Lists are received are Aberdeen, Belfast, Bristol, Dover, Dublin, Folkestone, Glasgow, 
Goole, Grangemouth, Granton, Greenock, Grimsby, Harwich, Hull, Kirkcaldy, Leith, Liverpool, London, Middlesbrough, 


26,293) 26,601 


Newcastle, Newhaven, North Shields, South Shields, Southampton, Sunderland, and West Ha:tlepool. The lists receiv 
from Dover, Folkestone, Harwich, Newhaven, and Southampton show only deck passengers and persons who, after landing, 
by train as third-class passengers. 
+ The number of sailors included with the Aliens who arrived at ports in the United Kingdom not en route to places out 
of the United Kingdom in the month of September, 1898, was 918 and 770 in the same month of 1897; in the nine months 
ended September, 1898, the number was 9,249, and in the same months of 1897 the number was 8,196. 


| 
ae out of the United | | | | | 
ingdom :* | | | 
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V.—BANKRUPTCY.—ENGLAND AND WALES. 


Nomper of Recerving Orpers Gazetrep in the under-mentioned 


Periods and in the under-mentioned Principal Trades and Occupa- 


tions. 
Nine Months 
September. | ended September. 
1898, | 1897. | 1898, | 1897. 
No. No. No. No, 
Total gazetted ... ove’ 290 | 8,241 | 3,035 
Number gazetted in principal trades and occupa- 
tions :— 
Grocers, &c. 22 26 232 223 
Publicans and hotel keepers eo. Se ove 23 22 192 176 
Builders ove ove ove 20 168 163 
Farmers... 18 9 140 192 
11 12 115 125 
Bakers eee 11 4 109 85 
Boot and shoe manufacturers and dealers... 9 8 104 100 
Greengrocers, fruiterers,&c. ... ods 6 5 73 42 
painters, plumbers, 11 7 72 68 
Tailors, ate da 10 5 71 50 
Drapers, haberdashers, 5 5 67 67 
Agents, commission and 2 2 55 46 
Clerks, ‘commercial and general .. saa 4 8 51 34 
Fishmongers, poulterers, &e. coe es 5 1 43 31 
Coal and coke merchants and dealers ... 0. 4 5 37 41 
Cabinet makers and upholsterers re 5 2 382 19 
Corn, flour, seed, hay, and straw merchants 
and dealers coo oe ove 2 6 31 27 
Solicitors 2 1 31 83 
Jewellers, watchmakers, importers, silver- 
smiths, &c. ove 3 2 29 22 
Furniture dealers and makers... ... 3 2 29 27 
Travellers, commercial, &c, ane 2 3 29 24 
Bicycle, &e., manufacturers and dealers ate 6 10 29 27 
Auctioneers .. ose 3 27 ar 
Dairymen, cowkeepers, 3 2 26 15. 
Merchants ... 2 6 26 at 
Troumongers... 2 1 28 19 
Restaurant, coffee and eating housekeepers 1 8 23 17 
Carpenters and joiners’... ove 3 3 22 26° 
Provision merchants, &c. ... ons 2 4 22 
Saddlers and harness makers... ove 3 2 21 18 
Directors and promoters of public companies ove 2 F | 21 13 
China, glass, and earthenware, &c., dealers... 1 2 21 8 
Weollen merchants and manufacturers... 3 F | 20 18 
Printers and publishers eee 1 3 19 22 
Doctors of medicine, physicians, a 3 2 19 9 
Engineers and founders, &c. 8 4 19 23 
Carriers, carmen, lightermen and haulers or 1 2 19 20 
Contractors ... 3 1 18 16 
Cab, omnibus and fly proprietors 1 1 18 
Clothiers, outfitters, dc. ... 3 18 1? 
Gardeners, florists, ke, 7 ae 2 2 17 20 
Stationers ... ove ose 17 16 
Officersin Army  ... ore 2 2 17 21 
Generaldealers 2 2 17 28 
Millers 2 2 17 11 
Blacksmiths, farrier, &e, i 1 16 il 
Curriers, tanners, and leather merchants. _ 8 15 15 
Schoolmasters and schoolmistresses ... 2 1 15 11 
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BaNKRUPTCY.—-ENGLAND AND WaALES—continued. 


Nine Months 
September. | ended September. 
1898. 1897. 1898, 1897. 
Number gazetted in principal trades and occupa-| No. No No No. 
tions—cont. : 

Timber merchants and wood dealers... 9. 38 1 15 11 
Hairdressers .. 2 1 14 14 
Chemists, druggists: and chemical ‘manufacturers 2 3 14 20 
Milliners, &c. 2 14 20 
Bosies lovers, &c. 3 1 14 14 
Lodging-house keepe: we 4 Z 14 18 
Wine and spirit 2 13 14 
Carriage, &c., builders... -- 12 12 
Cattle, sheep, and pigdealers ... 11 11 
Brokers, stock and share ... 1 2 11 12 
Wheelwrights 2 10 17 
Fishing smack owners, and masters... 1 9 10 
Architects and surveyors . 1 8 6 
Stone, marble and monumental masons, “ke. 1 2 8 8 
Cotton spinners and manufacturers... 5 1 


VI.—Export or Live ANIMALS FROM IRELAND TO 
GREAT BRITAIN. 


Return of the Number of Animats exported from to Great 
Britain during the Month and Nine Months ended 30th 
September, 1898, compared with the corresponding Periods of 
the Year 1897. 


Nine Months 
September. ended September. 


1898, 1897. | 1898. | 1897. 


No. No. No. No. 
Cattle ooo 78,397) 82,223 | 482,683) 452,292 
Sheep eve 128,416] 172,005 | 678,892] 645,083 
Swine ose 27,299] 40,632 | 374,137) 436. 


102} 90] 8708} 3,682 
Horses 401 3,723 | 80,186} 30,071 


Total ... ove 227,749] 238,783 |1,571,793|1,570,214 
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VII.—FisHery StTatistics.—ENGLAND AND WALES. 


Statement of the Toran Quantity and Va.use of the Fisn returned as 
landed on the EneuisH and WetsH Coasts from the fishi 

unds during the Month and Nine Months ended 30th 

Tcheashion, 1898, compared with the corresponding Periods of 


the Year 1897. 
Nine Months ended j 
September. September. | 
1898. | 1897. 1898. 1897. 
QUANTITY, 
Cwts. Cwts. Cwts. Cwts. 
Soles 7,292 6,739 61,810 58,617 
fe 6,035 6,258 50,589 50,221 
not separately distinguished... 2,606 2,915 24,700 27,147 
17,546 17,537 151,477 149,402 
41,321 40,098 414,431 417,655 
Haddock 234,947 242,359 || 1,949,335 | 1,830,200 
Hake .., ‘ Re 40,209 35,919 238,870 164,786 
Halibut 11,719 10,759 94,483 88,518 
errings 302,644 262,226 716,071 539,388 
Lin, 9,94 91,104 06 
erel 17,24 71,206 345,671 449,666 
Plaice .. ses er 64,473 62,950 532,654 555,635 
n ex: 
y 95,931 88,460 855,540 728,630 
Total... ccs ove 860,688 868,003 || 5,465,526 | 5,094,713 
Shell fish :— No. No. No. No. 
117,519 || 5,356,208 | 3,811,976 
73,982 784,234 "634,769 
8,072,000 5,381,0 000 21, 737, 37,000 22, 238,000 
Other shell fish 49,680 $60.8 840 349,867 
VALUE. 
£ £ 
4,739 4,361 40,915 37,323 
55,845 52,536 444,389 $14,650 
Turbot . sca 23,737 22,907 195,491 185,791 
Prime fish not separately distinguishei...  ... 7,052 7,060 64,932 69,455 
Total primefish ... ...  ... «| 91,878 86,854 745,727 707,219 
26,278 26,035 275,091 261,767 
Haddock ‘ 99,123 99,422 || 1,135,3 1,033,951 
e 29,799 30,136 159,305 114,407 
Halibut 20,760 159,911 156,046 
; 61,981 103,404 191,340 235,155 
86 5,852 53,712 20 
erel 13,225 35,714 240,872 319,506 
Pileherds 39 5,183 13,170 
Plaice 74,749 64,386 644,544 634,936 
no} separa y excep) 
66,885 59,865 587,100 511,241 
537,658 || 4,207,459 | 4,027,451 
Shell fish :— 
3,415 3,635 33,770 28,326 
14,698 13,007 105,383 100,853 
Total value of fishlanded... ... 527,633 568,507 || 4,477,168 | 4,272,546 


Norx.—The above figures are subject to correction in the Annual Returns. The values given 
are the actual values returned by the local officers at each place. 
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VIII.—FIsHERY 


Srarement of the Tora, Quantity and Vatvue of the Fis returned as 
landed on the Scorcn Coasts during the Month and Nine 
Months ended 30th September, 1898, compared with the 
corresponding Periods of the Year 1897. 


Nine Months ended 
September. September. 
1898. | 1897. isos. | 1897. 
QUANTITY. 
Cwts. | Crets. 
Soles 1,716 0 13,757 10,319 
31,332 39,307 455,888 $91,255 
Eel (Conger) . 285 812 2,295 10,445 
Flounder, Plaice, Brill . ee 7,859 6,799 52,453 50,813 
ock 70,668 62,336 528,447 631,028 
Halibut 1,562 1,703 22,525 7,123 
144,382 208,413 4,583,908 | 2,836,683 
3, 3,647 104,549 148,222 
47. 5,181 $4,610 
Saith (Coal Fish)... ‘Cae 3,127 3,602 98,464 88,866 
2,253 1,785 | 65,719 54,335 
129 156 8,102 7,033 
i ing “4,146 3,635 28,763 24,837 
Fish separately distinguished, ex: shell 
Shell fish :— 0. 0. 
Crabs | 150,595 || 3,229,555 | 3,005,185 
79,553 80,180 509,765 552,122 
Cwts. Cwts. Cuts. 
Clams ie ~ 464 $76 7,894 10,546 
24,103 28,933 126,543 197,474 
VALUE. 
£ £ £ £ 
Cod 11,575 13,311 169,128 156,380 
Eel a Same 137 505 6,736 5,986 
Flounder, Plaice, Brill ; 9,073 7,114 56,859 55,223 
32,852 35,366 294,503 298,582 
Halibut 2,713 3,036 29,423 34,678 
Herrings 25,777 60,786 923,814 688,725 
1,026 9 32,644 $1,972 
Sparling 186 276 597 1,273 
Waiting 1,921 1,819 15,575 13,315 
Fish separately distinguished, ex shel] 
904 778 10,033 7,612 


| 129,880 || 1,611,940 | 1,361,277 


1,275 1;155 12,265 10,430 
6,520 6,756 60,330 63,271 


Total value of fish landed eee eee tee 99,592 136,636 | 1,672,270 1,424,548 


Nore.—The above figures are subject to correction in the Annual Returns. 
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IX.—FisHery Sratistics.—IRELAND. 
Statement of the Toran Quantity and of the returned 
as landed on the Irish Coasts during the Month and Nine 
Months ended 30th September, 1898, compared with the corres- 
ponding Periods of the Year 1897. 
Nine Months ended 
September. September. 
1898. 1897, | 1898. 1897. 
QUANTITY. 
Cwts. Cwts. Cwts. Cwts. 
Total prime 510 556 4,110 3,270 
1,355 1,843 42,156 32,68 
Haddock 1,503 2,425 15,017 20,736 
Hake 5,182 18, 9,737 
Herrings 34,345 52,699 106,000 87,96 
Mackerel 31,897 121,601 403,737 358,625 
Sprats 1,076 987 726 
Whiting | 1,528 95 8,479 5,638 
ii not separa’ ex 
193,515 669,475 579,778 
No. No. No. No. 
Shell fish 
Crabs... 28,402 25,540 158,670 
Lobsters : 45,210 40,155 291,769 211,675 
1,300 193,650 148,633 
Cwts. ts. 
Other shell fish f 1,625 2,055 15,315 13,646 
VALUE. 
2 £ 
Soles .. ovo 989 8,999 5,600 
Turbot .. we 608 895 5,552 3,95§ 
Total prime fish 1,604 1,884 14,551 9,554 
Haddock ooo one eve eee eee 990 1,074 9,603 11,557 
Mackerel 8,410 17,580 111,368 106,928 
Whiting 718 336 4,217 3,197 
Fish not tely distinguish 
34643 || 27,5868 | 20,681 
39,726 || 220,703 | 196,249 
Shell fish :— 
= SS 388 383 2,550 2,620 
Total value of fish landed eT ee: 24,844 41,588 231,572 206,366 
Norre—The above fi sare subject to correction in the Annual Returns The values given 
are the actual values returned by the local officers at each place. 


i 
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X.—Cotron RETURNS.—SEPTEMBER, 1898. 


Return of the Numper of Bates of Corron Importep and Exrorvezp, 
Forwarpep from Ports to Intanp Towns, and RETURNED to 
Ports during the Month and Nine Months ended 30th September, 
1898, compared with the corresponding Periods of the Year 1897 


Month of Nine Months ended 
September. 80th September. 
1898. 1897. | 1898, 1897. 
IMPORTS. 

No. No. No. No. 

American ae = 72,488 83,676 2,177,105 1,550,947 
Brazilian... ... ... 8 41 18,992 69, 
East Indian 4,482 8,743 50,276 93,896 
ae 8,882 8,982 252,859 231,090 
8,083 3,446 | 46,938 39,615 
93,943 49,888 2,546,170 1,984,797 
EXPortTs. 

American 13,984 19,361 205,684 225,173 

Brazilian... 510 _ 2,693 4 
East Indian . 4,617 8,519 29,642 47,550 
Egyptian 2, 6,253 67,359 64,194 
us . 107 9,510 18,415 
Total 21,282 30,033 314,838 353,807 

FORWARDED from Ports to INLAND Towns. 

American eis = 214,348 187,688 2,040,544 1,866,676 
Brazilian... 8,942 8,423 19,600 53,454 
East Indian he ae 1,674 5,783 19,660 52,462 
15,775 12,833 210,719 198,423 
a a 7,402 6,334 64,614 71,231 
248,141 221,061 2,355,137 2,242,246 


FoRWARDED from INLAND Towns to Ports, 


American 418 154 8,467 2,244 

20 33 403 304 


Total... ooo 438 187 38,870 2,588 
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XI.—PeriopicaL Returns oF Imports AND Exports. 


Statement of the Imports and Exports into and from the under- 
mentioned Covunrrigs in the latest Month for which Rerurns 
have been received, with Aggregates for the Period of the Year, 
ineluding such latest Month. 


Note.—Par Franc =935d.; Milreis = 4s. 6d.; Lira = 


Gulden = 1s. 8d.; Drachma = 9;d.; Lew = 955d. ; 


L. Egyptian = 1l. 0s. 6¢d.; Dollar = 4s. 2d. 


I.—Inmports. 


Value for the Month. 
Name of Country. | {atest 
1898. 1897. 1898, 1897. 
France Aug. ...| Frs. 329,304,000 | 309,559,000 || 3,049,406,000 | 2,556,478,000 
June ...| Milreis ... 3,668,000 3,118,000 23,798,000 22,447,000 
{ July 4,881,000 3,223,000 28,179,000 | 25,670,000 
Italy | Aug. ...| Lire ... 94,581,000 93,992,000 896,951,000 | 762,303,000 
Austria-Hungary ...| Aug. ...| Gulden .., 62,587,000 60,125,000 564,648,000 | 473,526,000 
Greece «| June Drchms, 9,338,000 7,243,000 67,526,000 43,373,000 
Bulgaria .| Mar. Lew ... 8,202,000 8,427,000 15,767,000 18,842,000 
Egypt... eee July ...| LE. ... 791,000 761,000 5,747,000 5,540,000 
United States Aug. ...| Dollars 49,179,000 | 39,845,000 |} 426,412,000 | 546,326,000 
Mexico June is 3,716,000 3,246,000 23,008,000 | 18,610,000 
British India* July Rupees 4,79,19,893 §,06,81,652 || 20,49,45,834 | 20,72,33,912 
II.—Exports. 
France ose .| Aug .| Frs. ... 321,088,000 280,570,000 || 2,275,613,000 | 2,346,421,000 
June ...| Milreis ... 2,606,000 2,223,000 14,248,000 13,723,000 
Portugal... 
July 2,461,000 2,145,000 16,709,000 | 15,868,000 
Italy ... | Aug. ...! Lire ... 92,393,000 77,805,000 757,763,000 695,131,000 
Austria-Hungary ...J Aug. ...| Gulden ... 64,887,000 61,971,000 497,355,000 490,592,000 
Greece | June...) Drchms.... 4,470,000 5,494,000 30,468,000 | 32,198,000 
Bulgaria | Mar. Lew ... 7,874,000 8,244,000 14,015,000 20,830,000 
Egypt... July ..| .. 569,000 467,000 6,950,000 6,977,000 
United States .| Aug. .!.) Dollars 84,609,000 80,825,000 778,674,000 641,697,000 
Mexico | June a 12,913,000 11,681,000 65,476,000 62,548,000 
British India* .| July ... | Rupees  9,62,63,750 7,62,03,383 39,44,13,754 | 30,13,11,497 


The above figures are subject to revision in the Annual Returns, 
Norte.—The figures are those of the “special” imports and exports, except in the case of 


Bulgaria, the United States, Mexico, and British India, where the fi 


gures are “ general.’? 


Special’ means, in the case of imports, imports for home consumption; in the case of exports, 
exports of domestic produce and manufacture only. 
* The aggregate figures are for the financial year commencing Ist April. 


i | 
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XII.—Foreren Trape or BritisH Inpra. 
Imports British INDIA FROM FoREIGN COUNTRIES, 
Four months, April—July. 
Increase. Decrease. 
1897. 1898. 
R R R R 
I.—Animals, living... 99,782 3,96,556 2,96,774 
‘Il.—Articles of food and drink— 
Other articles... one 1,87,42,904 1,42,97,187 44,45,807 
and Manufactures of— 

. Hardware and cutlery (in- 

cluding plated ware)... 46,84,971 47,80,236 95,265 
Metals... | 1,97,80,785 | 1,77,70,689 19,60,096 
Machinery and millwork ... | 1,24,72,628 | 1,04,22,276 a 20,50,352 
Railway plant and rolling- 

stock (other than Govern- 
ment stores) seve :1,01,89,848 72,48,644 29,41,204 
TV.—Chemicals, drugs, medicines 
and narcotics, dyeing and tan- 
wing materials ... ove 64,66,128 58,92,096 5,74,032 
V.—Oils— 
Mineral one: ese | 1,17,12,078 1,09,29,573 7 ,82,505 
Otheroils ... 14,90,015 12,42,791 2,47,224 
Vi.—Raw materials and unmanu- 
factured articles a wer 74,69,087 81,35,553 6,66,466 
VII.—Articles manufactured and 
partly manufactured— 
Cotton piece goods ... w. | 6,32,41,813 7,47,12,657 1,14,70,844 
Other articles ove 2,81,68,302 3,06,78,606 25,15,804 
Total of all Imports ,., | 20,72,33,912 | 20,49,45,834 toe 22,88,078 
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XIL.—Foreign TrRaDgE, oF British 


Exports OF INDIAN PRODUCE AND MANUFACTURE FROM BrItTISH 
Inp1A TO ForEIGN CoUuNTRIES. 


Four months, April—July. 


Increase. Decrease. 
1897. 1898, 
R R R R 
I.—Animals, living .. .. 4,14,642 5,36,303 1,21,661 
II.—Articles of food and drink— 
Rice... a. | 2,87,58,319 5,44,12,740 2,56,54,421 
Tea im on  1,48,08,421 1,36,22,808 11,85,613 
Other articles... ...  ... | 1,29,76,956 1,26,24,857 3,52,099 
III.—Metals and Manufactures of ...  4,92,234 3,93,680 ose 98,554 
IV.—Chemicals, drugs, medicines 
and narcotics, dyeing and 
tanning materi: 
Indigo ... pe 40,68,246 40,93,590 25,344 
Other articles... ... 41,80,177 41,17,316 62,861 
V.—Oils ... 21,02,004 24,65,972 3,63,968 
VI.—Raw materials and unmanu- 
factured articles— 
Cotton... 4,96,53,063 | 5,10,04,144 13,51,081 
Oilseeds | 3,22,54,899 4,55,71,389 1,33,16,490 
Other articles... «. | 8,48,11,716 3,19,37,426 28,74,290 
YII.—Articles manufactured and 
partly manufactured — 
Cottonyarn ... ... 2,42,78,642 | 2,08,00,279 34,78,363 
Cotton piece goods... ... 37,27,992 30,58,666 6,69,326 
Other articles... 4,23,91;970 3,63,02,709 59,89,261 
Total of all Exports ... | 28,89,93,721 | 38,46,73,448 | 9,56,79,727 
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XXVII.—LIST OF DIPLOMATIC AND CONSULAR 
REPORTS. 


ANNUAL SERIES. 


Reports of the Annual Series, 1898, have been issued from Her 
Majesty’s Diplomatic and Consular Officers at the following places, 
and may be obtained from Messrs. Eyre & Spottiswoode, East 
Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C. 

Nore.—The date against each place indicates the year to which 
reference is made in the Report. 


No. Place. Price. 
2020 | Montevideo ... bis (1896-97) 
2024 Munich (1896-97) ae 
2025 Valparaiso .. Cra. oo | 
2026 Berlin (Estimates—1898-99) ... | 
2027 Rouen one (1897) 1dd. 
2028 Stockholm . 
2029 | Belgrade . (1896-97) 13d. 
2030 New Orleans ... (1897) 2d. 
2031 Charleston .. 2hd. 
2032 Rosario 13d. 
2033 Naples 2d. 
2034 | Havre 24d. 
2035 Cherbourg... 3d. 
2036 Las Palmas . (1896 24d. 
2037 Venice one (1896-97) 13d. 
2038 Galveston... 2d. 
2039 | Canary Islands (1896-97) 3d. 
2040 Berlin (1897) 1d. 
2041 La Rochelle 14d. 


2042 Germany (Prussian Estimates—1898-99) | 
(1897) 


2043 Guayaquil... ld. 
2044 Argentine Republic... wy. | 13d, 
2045 Wiirtemberg ... (Finances—1897-99) ... 
2046 | Diisseldorf ... (1897) ak 
2050 Jerusalem oe) 1d. 
2051 Bordeaux 23d. 
2052 Suakin eo 1d. 
2053 | Ancona (1896) 
2054 | Amsterdam , (1897) ld. 
2055 Patras 3 1d. 
2056 Callao ( ”» eee 1d. 
2057 | Beira... 1d, 
2058 Rio de Janeiro C » 24d. 
2059 Chungking Ca? 13d. 
2060 Saigon os 3 1d. 
2061 Corunna 23d. 
2062 Stockholm... 24d. 
2063 Brest... bee ld. 
2064 | Stettin we | 24d. 
2065 Spain | 24d. 
2067 Batoum eee ¢ ” eee 2d. 


4 
a 
4 
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No. Place. Price, 
2069 Trebizond eee oe ¢ ” . 13d. 
2070 | Pondicherry ... ‘ 1d. 
2071 Mozambique ... 1d. 
2072 Foochow Cn? so | 
2077 Marseilles ase 1d. 
2078 | Bilbao 2d. 
2079 Pakhoi ” ld. 
2080 Rio Grande de Sul 5d. 
2081 New York... 24d. 
2082 Baltimore awe age 23d. 
2084 Marmagao... 6.8.9 hd. 
2085 Chicago eee 4 ” ) 14d. 
2086 Shashi ove » 54d. 
2087 | Ghent ») coo | 
2088 Panama eee eee ” ) eee 2d. 
2089 Madeira 1d. 
2090 Kiukiang C » ) 1d. 
2091 Lombardy eee eee ” ) 1d. 
2092 Dunkirk » ) 
2096 (Trade and Finances—1896-97) oso | 
2098 Baghdad ad Basrah | 
2099 Calais eee eee eee eee 2a, 
2100 Galatz 3 coe | 
2101 Quito... C» 3d. 
2102 | Syra ” 3 23d. 
2103 Nice oe eee eee ” eee eee 1$d. 
2104 Hamburg two 5d. 
2105 Ionian Islands... | “ai 2d. 
2108 Samshui (June 4—Deec. 31, 1897)... | 
2110 Barcelona ooo | 24d. 
2111 Salonica oe (1896 and 1897) . 
2114 Montenegro ... 4d. 
2115 | Portland (U. B.A.) 
2116 Beirut C ) we | 
2117 Peru (Trade and Finanees—1897) oes |, es 
2118 Congo Free State (1897) ane | 
2119 Christiania... ase coo | 
2120 Palermo. . .. ate 234. 
2122 Frankfort... 2 3d. 
2124 Elba... 3 .| 4d. 
2126 Hankow ove Id. 
2128 Resht C » ove 4d. 
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No. Place. Price. 
2129 Zanzibar (1897) 14d. 
2131 Tangier » ‘ 2d. 
2132 Corea | 19d. 
2133 Philippine Islands os | 
2134 Vera Cruz... obs 
2137 Antwerp aes ose: | 
2139 | Guatemala... ie | 
2140 Para... = | 84d. 
2143 | Cadiz C» ) 
2147 Boston C-» ) 
2150 Kiungchow ... ld. 
2152 California... ai 3d. 
2153 Bengazi = «| Id. 
2154 Denmark . (Finances—1896-99) ... 
2155 Belgium (January to May, 1898)... 4d. 
2156 Shanghai ab. (189 2d. 
2157 Germany eee (Prussian Finances—1890-97 7) 1d. - 
2158 Bavaria (Trade, Agriculture and Finances—1807-8)_ 14d. 
2159 Bulgaria ae (1897) 3d. 
2160 Austria-Hungary 2d. 
2161 Gothenburg ... “ | 
2162 Lourengo Marques » ) 
2163 | Erzeroum... se » ) 
2164 Algeria she (1896-97) coe | 
2165 Yokohama be (1897) eos 14d. 
2166 Angora C » | 
2167 Bosnia C ) 
2169 St. Petersburg. ) 5d. 
2170 Port Said C» ) | 
2171 Odessa ... she 
2172 Italy... | | bd. 
2173 | Naples be C» ) 
2174 |. Tonga 3d. 
2175 Canton 1d, 
2176 Hakodate ads 1d. 
2177 | Stettin ‘ od C» ) 
2178 Rome 2d. 
2179 Spain (Spanish Finances—1898-99) 2d, 
2180 Nagasaki lid. 
2181 Japan ov Guppletentary Budget, 1898-99) lid. 
2182 | Wulm (1897) ld. 
2184 Mexico ¢-» ) 
2185 Riga | 2d. 
2186 Bushire 2hd. 


| 
[ ] 
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MISCELLANEOUS SERIES. 


The following reports from Her Majesty’s Representatives 
abroad on subjects of general and commercial interest have also 
been issued and may be obtained from the above-mentioned 
sources :—- 


No. Price, 
441 France.—Report on the Wine Trade of Algeria 4d. 
442 Colombia.—Report on United States Trade Competition in 

Colombia .. 4d. 
443 —— _—Report on the Maritime Interests of the German 

Empire .. 2d. 

444 German _—Report on the Prussian State Railways in 

1896-97. ... 4d, 
445 Germany. —Translation of Decree res cting information to 

be given by German Customs Authorities oti ove 4d. 
446 Germany.—Report on the Operation of the Insurance Laws 

for 1896 ... 14d. 
447 France.—Report pn the “Regency: of Tunis during the French 

Protectorate -| 423d. 


448 Turkey.—Report on the Bussorah Date Season of 1897... 4d. 
449 Italy.—Suggestions for Development of British Trade “an 4d, 


450 Italy.— pent on the Dairy Industry of Italy... 
451 Canary Islands.—Report on Agriculture in Las Palmas... 
452 Germany.—Report on Agriculture in Germany ... 
453 Mexico.—Report on the Manufacturing Industry in Mexico 
454 Germany.—Report on the Coal Industry of the Rhenish 
Westphalian Provinces 64d. 
455 United States.—Report on the Trade between the United 
States and China ... 1d. 
456 United open. —Report. on Immigration into the United 
Sta | 2d. 


457 China. ‘of a Journey to North Ssu-ch’uan 
458 China.—Report on the Trade of Central and Southern China | 1s. : id 


459 Africa.—Report on the Congo Independent State... ooo 
460 Turkey.—Report on the Vilayet of Broussa ... . We 
461 Germany.—Memorandum on German Trade in the first 
quarters of 1897 and 1898 ... id. 
462 Germany.—Memorandum on German Imports. and Exports 
of “ [ron and Ironware” and “ Implements, Machines” in 
1896 and 1897.. 2d. 
463 Italy.—Report on Florence, its Administrations and Institu- 
tions .... 8d. 


464 United States. —Report on ‘the Improvement of the Entrance 
to Galveston a and the Commercial Results there- 


from | 62. 
465 Russia. —Report on ‘the Government Spirit Monopoly. 1d. 
466 China. ona from to Shanghai over- 

land oe} ‘Id. 
467 Sweden. —Report on the Trade and Industries of Great 

Britain in their relation to those of Foreign Countries... | 1d. 


468 Germany.—Report on the Commercial High School at Leipzig | 1d. 
469 —— —Report on the Sponge Fisheries of peat North 
frica ... 
470 Russia —Report on the Warsaw Wool Fair of 1898 ... sila 4d, 
471 Russia.—Report on the Beetroot Sugar Industry in Russia 


since its first introduction in 1800.. 14d. 
472 United States.—Report on the Fire Department of the city 
of Boston, Mass. 13d. 
473 China.—Report on a journey from Hong Kong to Ssumao .. 1d. 


| 
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MIscELLaNEous SERIES—continued. 
No. Price 
474 Germany.—Report for the year 1897 on the German Colonies| 23d. 
475 China.—Notes of a journey to Tachienlu 23d. 
476 Central America.—Report on the legal status of foreign 
: residents in Central America 
477 Belgiwm.—Report on Higher Commercial Education in 
Igium 4d. 
478 Germany. —Report on Savings Banks in Prussia ld. 
479 Germany.—Report on the extent and character of the trade 
between Hamburg and Africa one ld, 


XXVIII—LIST OF COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 


The following Reports relating to Her Majesty’s Colonial 
Possessions have been issued, and may be purchased from Messrs. 
Eyre and Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C.:— 


ANNUAL (continued). 


No.| Colony. | Year. No | Colony. Year. 
209 | Grenada ... Soo «| 1896 222 | British Guiana ... -| 1896-97 
210 | Hong Kong ... 223 | Rodrigues 1896 
211 | St. Lucia 224 | Basuto Land 1896-97 
212 | St. Vincent 225 | Jamaica ... 
213 | St. Helena mn ” 226 | Bechuanaland 
214 | Seychelles Protectorate 
215 | Mauritius 227 | Leeward Islands 1895 
216 | Cocos-Keeling and 228 | Bermuda.. 1897 
Christmas Islands na 229 | Gambia ... > 
217 | Fiji 230 | Turks and Carios Islands| 
231 | Barbados... ... 4g 
219 | Lagos... os 232 | Lagos... 
220 | Gold Coast one 233 | St. Vincent 
221 | Labuan ... 234 | Sierra Leone... 
MISCELLANEOUS. 
No. Colony. Subject. 
1 Gold Coast ... » Economic Agriculture. 
2 Zululand ... -..| Forests. 
3 Sierra Leone Geology and Botany. 
4 Canada ° --| Advantages to Emigrants, 
5 Bahamas ose Sisal Industry. 
6 Hong Kong... oe = ...| Bubonic Plague. 
7 Newfoundland ove ove ...| Mineral Resources, 
8 Western Pacific ...| Solomon Islands. 
9 Dominica ... ...| Agriculture. 
10 Virgin Islands... Condition during 1897. 
11 Grenada... ...| Report on Agriculture in 
Carriacou. 


